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GEORGE CHAPMAN.

HE fame which from his own doy to ours has
never wholly failed o attend the memory of
George Chapman has yeb been hitherto of o Jooser
and wvaguer kind than floats about the wmemory of
most other poets.  In the great vevival of stuadious
enthusiasm for the works of the many famous inen
who won themselves a name durving the seventy-
five memoralide years of his laborious life, the mass
of his original work has Leen left too long unnoticed
and unhonoured.  Owme ¥ Homer-Lucan," as he was
happily termed by Daniel in thot admirable Defeiee
of Rhyme which remains to this day one of the
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most  perfect exnples of sound and temperate
sense, of pure style and just judgment, to be found
in the literagure of criticism, has received it may be
not much less than Lis due meed of praise for those
Homerie labours by vhich his nune is still chiefly
known; but what the great franslator could accom-
plish when fighting for his own hand few students
of English poetry have been cavoful to inguive or
competent to appraciate,

And yet there are not many among his varions
and unequal wiitings which we can open withont
some sense of groat gualities in the workman whose
worke lies before ws.  There are few poets from
whose remains a move copious and noble anthology
of detached beantics might be sclected, He has a
singular force and depeh of moral thought, a con-
stant energy and intensity of expression, an ocen-
sional dehicacy awd perfeetion of faneiful or reflective
beanty, which should have ensured him a place in
the front rank at least of gnomic poets. It is true
that Iie “ swisdom entangtos itsell in over-niceness ;"
that his philosophy b5 apt to lose its way among

brakes of digression and jungles of paradox; that
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his subtle and sleepless ingenuity can never resist
the lure of any quaint or perverse tllustration which
may start across its path from some obsenre eorner
at the unluckicst and wnlikelicst time ; that the
rough and barren byways of nconornons allusion,
of unseasonable reflection or preposterons  and
grotesque symbolism, are more tempting o his feet
than the highway of art, and the broshwood or the
mornss of metaphysics seems often preferable in his
eves to the pastures or the gardens of poetry.  But
from first to last the crave and frequent BWemishes
of his genius bear manifestly move likencss to the
deformities of a giant than to the malformations of
a dwarf, to the overstrained muscles of an athlete
than to the withered limbs of a weakling,

He was born between Spenser and Shakespeare,
before the first dawn of English tragedy with the
morning star of Marvlowe,  Five vears later that
great poet began a life move brief, more olorious
and more fruitful in proportion to its brevity than
that of any among his followers except Beanmaont
and Shelley : each of these leaving at the close of
some thirky years of life a fresh crown of immor-
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