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PREFACLE.

[T o 'r'.ft:- 1L.IJ LY =

Tlee Clurel tool some aetion fo the yen TESE a0 tle suliject of o
reprint of the ewsleone of its uemlers from the heainiiee, in conesiog
with suel bistoriea) matter o2 aight e deemed nsefal and of general

infereat, A comniger of tree was then chosen for thizs buzsiness, gl

was meregse] i 3580 by the sabdition of three other bretheen, Lile
Wik I11HH'., !!lr“'1_"h'1'|'_ I:Il' :\-1'!'1‘1'”.] ;\'l"i'l,l'.‘.{-

Tn TR4A the pastor favored Lis people with two dizconrses o The
Paitldulness of God o tiis Chureh,” doring the one lundred and fifty
vears of s existence, whicl period closed with (e Sallath on which
the disconraes were prenclel,

The fotereal on this zuliect was revived, and the elinrel soon alier
voted that these Century and Half Tizconeses should be printed with the
vontempluted eatalogne and history,

Chie ol the original eemdaers having G, te vieaney was illod in
Fadl, aed still another brother mbiled dn Is45, Tt tioe passod on
withool the matter being ken ap in cavneest 1153, when only three
of tbe cight, who had been chosen for 1his work, remzined here to
aecamplish it

Tle hiztorical part was pot o preess eavly i 1852, and the discaunrses
zoon followed s—bat on aceonul of the ineompleteness of verands, anl
the labior of setting e neecs=ary information from other sonrees, the
Deseripiive Ciaalowae could vot be prepared at that time,

Mueh ctlort Lo sinee been mnde 1o guiher fhets, woprocare as fall an
aceount of enelt mwmber o 8 attabonble at this distmee of dme, This
delay, however, bas leonght o Tight new fucts, making neccssay tloe
adidition of Notez amd o more extended E

raln.

Tl comesittee in eoncluding o work, which, on aceount of the pecaliar
diflicubties attending it, has Devn long proteected, cherisly the hope 1t
what they have imperfeetty done way lead the living members of the
eliareh to pomder well on the various relations they sustain to those who
have divd fo the Lowd, o one another, aml te all whe, by theie prayers
and effurts, may vot be bronglt inte spivitun] comnnion with them-
gelves on earth amd e heaven.

To the favor of Gol we now compend the resalt of oor labors, pray-
g that His Wlessing may make i wseful to the present sl fotare
generations of this churel and this people.

Minns

mar G ely, 18DE
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IHISTORICAL NOTICE.

¥ Considerable exertions were made by some of the
carly scttlers to Christianize the natives, In Middlebor-
ough and many other places, these efforts were atten-
ded with a good degree of success. At the commence-
ment of the Indian war, in 1675, there were three
churches in this town, one at Namasket, one at Titicut,
and one at ‘Sowampset, the last of which, contained 55
members ; all of them, Y0 members” (S, Eddy's Com.
PL Book of Hist. Reading.)

“Inthe year 1685, Governor IHinkley, of Plymouth,
sent to the corporation in England, an account of the
praying Indians of that colony ; they amounted to 14354,
besides boys and girls, which were supposed to be three
times that number; at Nomasket and Titient Til, at
Namatakeeset 40.” (Huteh, His. Mass, vol. 1, p. 513)

Namasket was & mile from the present meeting-house
of the first precinct, south-easterly, an Indian villuge of
that name on a river of the same name; Titicut was nn
Indian village six miles westerly, on the Cohannet, or
Taunton river, and Namatakeeset is supposed to be the
same as ‘Sowampset,a village upon the Great Pond n
the zouth part of the town, and probably this was the
name of the “ Long Pond,” although the Indian name of
that pond is not certainly known. There is no sulse-
quent accourt of these churches.  No doubt, the “Naw-
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aschueks,” worshipped with the first settlers, and before
the organization of our church in 1604, had become
extinct or had migrated.

That part of Middlehorough, which is now the firs
preeinct, was purchased of the Indian sachem, Wampa
tuck, in March 1662, by “twenty-six men,” and con-
firmed by the government of the Plymouth colony,
January, 1663, with some other purchases made of the
¢ Black Sachem,” Tispaguin, sachem of Namasket, The
town was incorporated by its present boundaries, July
1st, 1669, and afterwards fully eonfirmed by the court
at Plymouth, From 1669 to 1675 the town sent depu-
ties to the court. But in 1675 the Indian war broke
up the settlement, and the purchasers returned to Plym-
outh. In 1670 they returned to Middleborough with
their minister, Rev. Samuel Fuller, and made a perma-
nent settlement, In their re-organization they mention

the loss of their records, when their houses were burnt

by the Indians,

The following are the names of the * twenty-six pur.
chasers” who were here when the war broke out, and
who probably returned after the war. Their minister
was with them in 1675; and as he was one of the origi-
nal purchasers, he was probably with them in their first
settlement in 1669, ag otherwise they would not proba-
bly have been allowed to remove from Plymouth.  The
town is about 14 miles on its Sonth line, about the same
distance from thatline to its north,—contains more than
100 square miles, and is, in extent of territory, the
largest town in the Commonwealth.

JOUN THOMPSON, MOSES SIMMONS,
TSAAC HOWELAND, SAMUEL BARROWS,
FRANCIS COOM S, SAMUEL EATON,
SAMUEL PULLER, FRANCIS DILLINGTON.

JOIIN MORTON, CGEGRGE sOULE,




]

NATHANIEL SOUTTIWORTIL, SAMUEL EDDY,

EPHREAIM TINKITAM, SAMULL PRATL,
HENRY WOOI, GREORGE VAUGIIA N
WILLIAM NELSON, JOLIN SHAW,
DAVID THOMAS, JACOR TLHOMPSON,
JOHN COLER, FRANCIS MILLER,
JALEY WARREN, JOIN ITOWLATLY
EDWARD BUMID, JOHN ALDEN.

In 1680, the town provided a house lot, and twelve
aereg of land for Mr. Fuller, and it seems he then lived
in a house upon it, which they call 2. His salary was
“£20, to be paid one quarter in silver and the rest in
produce, corn at two shillings, and wheat at four per
bushel”  The tradition ig, that he lived in a louse a
little east of Dr. Sturtevant’s. The town agreed “ to fum
out and fence his field, and every one that did not, was
to pay a hushel of corn”  The first meeting-hionse was
between his house amd “the Green,” and in Augnst,
1701, was sold at auction for £5 2=, the town having,
the year belore, built & mecting-house on the © Lower
Green,” nearly opposite the present school-house, ® thirty-
six feet by thirty, and sixteen stud,” as by vote of
November, 1690, It had two ridge poles and four gable
ends, In 1745 the roof was taken off and a # pitched
roof” put on.  The meeting-honse on the < Upper
Green,” was built the same year; the parish having
separated into two meetings ; one held by the < old lights,”
or “standing party,” and the other by the # new lights,"”
or “revival men” OF the “old lights" Rev. Thomas
Weld, was pastor; of the “new lights" Rev, Sylvanus
Conant.  The “old lights” broke up in the year 1751
or 1755, and soon after the old house was sold, and of
the materials o dwelling-honse was built. where the pos
toragse honsze now stands. The parsh were pe i nited
and Mr. Conant was the acknowledged pastor of hoth
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“old lights” and “ new lights” The site of the old house
i now plainly to be seen just below the school-house.
The house on-the Upper Green was built by proprietors,
and was sold in 1828, and the materials removed, but
not until the dedication of the present meeting-house,
January 1st, 1821,

The church was organized, and Mr. Fuller ordained
pastor, Dee, 26th, 1694, On Mr. Fuller's death, Augnst
17, 1695, My, Cughman, alterwards minister of Plympton,
My, Clap and My, Cutting were successivly invited to
supply the pulpit, In August, 1696, Mr. Thomas Palmer
wag applied to, and engaged to preach a guarter of a
year, for which he was paid £13.  In October, the town
voted him £33 for a salary” In November, 1698, the
town voted * that lis goods ghall be bronght from Plym-
outh at the town's charge,” and he was probably ordained,
May 2nd, 1702, (though possibly n year or two sooner,)
not without strenuous opposition on the part of a num-
ber of the members ol the ehurch.,  Committees were
soon chosen by the town and by the church “to devise
means of o regulay, comfortable, and peaceable scttle-
ment.”  Ile was charged with misbelavior in the church
and with intcmperance,  The fipst eouncil was convened
by the church copurte, and it condemued him ; the see-
ond, calledd by the town and the church, advised that,
“as the town carnestly desived, both old and young to
cnjoy his ministry, he should continue his ministry until
the council should meet more Fully ;7 and finally, twelve
churches were convened, and advised the chureh to
depose i, In 1705, his salary was £40.  In 17006, the
same, * provided he continue in the work of the minis-
try the whole year; il vemoved, to pay him proportion-
ally™  In November 1706, they voled “ Lo seck out w




