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PREFACK.

This journal s practicatly my Diary reproduced with
the mimmum of editing in order thal the 1mpressions
gained on the rpot shonld be deseribed without moditica-
tion. It was never intended for publication, amd was
written only as an aid 1¢ memory. Conseguently it is
little more than a collection of rough notes.

Having lefi England with 2 prejudice against the
Government of the Congo Free State and retorned with a
very strong feeling in its favour, I feel however that it is
my duty to publish an accomnt of what [ did see for the
benefit of those whose opinipns are not already formed
beyond recall.

As in all conlroversies where feelings snbordinate reason
and people judge more by their emotions than by evidence,
many are too quick to-day te attribute intercsted motives
to those whose opinions are not similar 1o their own.
Since a great nomber of people in the Congo and at home
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are curions 1o know whether | was sent oul by the Congo
Government, the British Government or the Times, [ will
state here once for all that [ went 1o the Congo entirely 1o
please myself and with the hope of chooling big game. In
order indeed to satisly coriosity, L will go further and state
that not only was I not paid for telling the truth, but that
the trip cost me a great deal of money.

It is however delightful w0 remember that wherever [
went | was treated with the greatest kindness and courtesy
by all whether they approved of the system of the Congo
Government of not and it gives me greal pleasure to thank
here the State officials, Missionaries of all denominations
and Traders of various nafionalities for their hospitality,
triendship and valuable assistance.

M.R. P. D.

London 1905,
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London to Banana,

Theee was no time to spare. The ship satled from
Southamptom in forly eight hoors and | bad only just
arranged to sccompany Lord Mountmorees on a lour in
the Congo Free State.  He was going out for the purpose
of discovering the true conditiou of affairs in that eountry
and of writing articles (herenpon for the Globe but inci-
dentally hoped o have some big game shooling.  After
one has read rauch aboul a conntry it is always interesting
to visit it and as the prospect of good sport was added in
this case, [ at onee decided to brave the cannibals, wild
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