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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR.

Thiz Book ov SErMoNs scarcely needs a prefsce  The author
and orator began life emong the Bhakers when less thun cne year
old, and muy therefore be supposed to be excellent sutherity apon
Shaker theology. It is the first book ever written for publication,
by an individual whose whole life has been counsecratedly devoted
to and guided by the principles of Shakeristn i and the tonor of
the discourses denotes *“ words fitly spoken, like applea of gold and
pictures of silver”” The sérmons embiace nearly or quite every
featore of Shaker polity, und will be highly sppreciated by very
many a3 o book of reference npon the enbjoct of Shakerism. That
the anthor iz & most exeellant represcotation of what Shaker prin-
ciples ean do for & man, we aro only prond to vomch therefor; and
we feel & certainty that in the perussl of the following pages by
the sseker after truth, the resder will foel the hallowed inflnences
of oue who has been with the Christ, and who welks and livea with
the Christ; and will also resliza that he is one of the “ Savionrs fo
coma upan mount Zon, do judge the mount of Hseu.” To the rear-
ing of snch individuals aa Saviours is Shakeriem doevoted. ‘That it
is succeesful, as ovidenced in the author of these Sermons, gives &
renewed confidence that Virgin Purity, Now-resistance, Peace,
Eguelity of Fnheritones and Unspottedness from the world— the
fundamental principles of Shakerism —bave not been, nor are
they pi‘euched and practiced in vaio.
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HARMONY OF TRUTH,

I begin my dispourse with the enmnciation of twa or three
aphorising ; neither of whieh, I presume, any honest, unbiased
mind, of ordinary eompreliension, will huve an inelination to
gainsay ; for they consist of a simple declaration of the Aarmeny
of truth.

Frger. — All truths, both epiritual and natnral, harmonize.
One truth cannot be opposed to another truth ; henee, any two
statements or proposizions that antagonize or conflict, one or the
other, or both, must be falso.

SrooNpLY. — In the end, nothing but truth will have been or
can be advantagecua to any sonl ; henee, it wonld be wisdom in
e to east off all prejudice and prepossession, and waeke any
required sacrifice to obtain the *lknowledme of the truth,™
especially that sacred truth by which we expect to obtain our
redemption and the salvation of the aml. Itie neeessary that
somo of our disconrse: should be wainly argumontstive or
theological, from the fact that mere declaration of truth,
seriptural or otherwise, does not in this day seem to satisfy the
ingnisitive mind, and people mnst learn to #hink correctly bofore
they cun cither speak or ot corrently.

‘Well nigh two centuries age a eertain philesopher penned the
following :

Frsr. —= That a man uee no words but sueh as he mukes the
sign of a cortain determined object in his mind in thinking,
which be can make known to another.

SeconpLy. — That he use the same word ateadily for the sign
of the szme immediate object of hiz mind In thinking,

Tamrouy. — That he join those words together in propositions,
aceording to the grammatical rules of the language he speaks in.

Fovrrary. — That he unite thoso sentences into a coherent dis-
course. Thus, and thus only, [ hwnbly conceive, ean any one
preserve himeelf from the confines and enspicions of jargon,



