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TO THE FRIENDS OF TRUTH.

I pEpICATE to you the following pages. It is
believed there has never been a time since the
period of Cherles I, in which sectarianiam has
been g0 rife as it 1z at this moment. Children of
tender years, and of indiseretion, are inveigled by
ignorant men, under the pretence that they are
peculiarly the vicegerents of Heaven, to adopt forms
and cercmonies of religion which belong rather to
Paganism than to Christianity, Women, forgetting
that religion consists in purity of heart, and the
unostentations performance of every duty, are ne-
glecting their families, to seek excitements which
arise from superstition. IMen are led to madhouses
under deluosions as wild &8 any we read of in his-
tory. Governors of states are solicited to appoint
days for public thanksgiving and prayer, where
such have not been customary. Petitions are pre-

sented to our legislatures to increase penal statutes
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relative to the ohservance of the first day of the
week, and a sectarian effort, to accomplish these
and similar movements, is perceptible throughout
the eountry.

The attempt to make onec day more holy than
another, is alike contrary to the spirit and to the
letter of the New Testament, and is adverse to
those pure principles of religion which call for a
daily practice of virtue, and on which the welfare
of society must nltimately depend.

In the reign of Charles 1., onc of the great levers
of sction was an excitement upon this subject
Liberty of eonseience was denied, and il was car-
ried so far, that it was deemed unlawful to walk
in the streets or in the fields to take fresh air on
Sunday.

It may be said that we shall be saved from simi-
lar excesses by the general enlightenment of the
age; bul of what avail is this, if public opinion,
upon which this hope is founded, is dchased. Not-
withstanding any supposed improvement, we must
expect from every age fruit according to its nature,
and that nature is determined in part by the thou-
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sand acts by which .bigﬂtry operates upon igno-
rance.

We cannot forget that we have recently seen
fires kindled by the torch of the sectarian, and pub-
lic opinion for a time too powerful, in defence of
the act, for the hand of civil government.

The following work has been prepared amid
many engagements. My object has been to expose
errors which are deeply rooted and of long con-

{inuaoce.
*There is nothing true but truth.”

To that I appeal to sustain the views which 1 have
advaneed.

In the repetition of words, I have sometimes
used the terms Sabbath, Religion, efe. in their
popular signifieation, but I have endeavoured, as
occasion presented, to exhibit what I conesive to

be their true meaning,
W. L. F,
Wakefield, Philadelphia Counly, 1545



HISTORY

OF THE

INSTITUTION OF THE SABBATH DAY.

Trenz having latcly come under my observation
the #Proceedings of the State Sabbath Convention,
held at Harrishurg,” and “Permanent Sabhath
Documents,” printed in Boston, together with
several other works upon the subject of the Sab-
bath, so at werisnece with the wiew of it which I
have considered correct, that I am induced to en-
deavour to give a short outline of the institution, for
the information of those who may not have had
leisare to examine for themselves. In the course
of the expaosition I expect to be able to show—

First, That keeping one doy more holy than
another, is alike contrary to the spirif and to the
letfer of the New Testament, and at variance with
the practice of the early Christians.

1



