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A CHURCH AT HOME.

e
INTRODUCTION.

Gﬂﬂmmlmwnﬁﬂholﬂ which religion, or what-
evar bears that venerable name, hath on every pecpla
whelly or partially civilized, feelings most painful ariss in every
honeet and patrictic mind, on finding itaslf sompellad to differ
from the religious creed, theology, or theogony of all, or nearly
all, around him, Some spivits, indeed, thers ave, that toke a
pride in severing themselves from the community, by a dia-
tinotion so ndtable as that of religion, The Christian religion,
however, is most unfriendly to pride of any sort ; and where
this hapghfiness exhibits itself, we' may justly suspect, not
only & defleiency of human tenderness, but the presence also,
more or less, of positive error. It i not in the oature of
truth, of religious truth least of all, to makes men haughty;
though high-minded, in the best senss, the Iatter will assuredly
maka them, if the beart be oo less concarnsd in the attain-
ment of truth than the head; but if ctherwise, religious
knowledge, or the theology of any school, is as hikely to puff
up its posesssor, a8 any merely scientific attainment; nay,
destrustively more so, Witness the Romish school, pretend-
ing to hold the keye alike of heaven, and hall! When labour.
ing, therefors, to convince othem of error in which they may
be supposed involved, the truly religious man will conduot
hin opposition with the meekness of wisdom, ss to professors
of the doctrine opposed ; recollecting, however, that servants
of the God of truth, if such they be, have a mission to cry
aloud in many cases ; and to gpare not in cases of manifest
menta] obliquity, equally as of practical delinguency.

Now, if painful in the ordinary ranks of life be a desertion
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2 A CHURCH AT HOME.

of the religion of one's country, or of any numerous deno-
mination which had long our adherence, much more painful
must such an sbandonment be to one forced to dizavow it.
Huch is, and many & year age was, the case of the composer
of the presant Ritoal. A stodent of theclogy from his boy-
hood, he may say, under the care of a tender mother, and
eincerely attachad to the prevalent orthodoxy, so named, and
ssteemed, smong the multitude of denominations, bowsoever
dissonent on minor points; bitter, indeed, was to him the
act of self-severancafrom a church which he sincerely honoured,
and which, long after his separation from it, he engaged with
others, through the mediom of the public presa, to defend sa
sn establishment, when fariously assailed by a barbarian
prieathood, the enamiea of light and liberty, all the werld over.
These communications, with those of others, still exist, col-
lected inte & volume printed in Dublinn Ba it, thersfors,
remembered, that whatever shell be found written herein, it
is the farthest from the writer's design injuriously to affect
the Tnited Church of Eogland, and Ireland, the subversion of
which he apprebhends might be an inlet among us of the
horrors of the first French Revelution, in Ireland, if not in
Great Britain. Let reform be the masim of the Church;
tuin i= the ory of Papists, fools, and fanatics. Had it ia to
think, that the least hint of raform in ribual only, to the out-
ting off evenof a“vain repetition,” is wtterly disregarded though
recommended by the Primate of all Englend himself !
Speedily to afford the reader & view of the dootrines incul-
eated in the following rituel, sud of the proofs whereon they
reat, I think it axpedient ag concisely as possible to show in
thie prefatory introduction, that dts doctrines cannot posnibly
be false; reserving to our comments, subjoined to it heb-
domadal services, the partioular proofs, that they are posi-
tivnljrnndmla]ytma. One gemeral remark, however, I must
premise. “'The pride of reason,” is & common phrase in the
mouths of fautora of mystery, who indeed quite possibly
have an unavowed feeling that reason is against them. Proud
reasoners theirselves may be, and commonly are ; snd well
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* I know of proud ressoners also among controversialists of a
class opposed to them. Rsason, however, eannot be proud.
“The inspiration of the Almighty it is that giveth fo man
intelligence.” Therefore to oppose resson to revelation, in
the sense of contradictories, is to blaspheme The Divine
Inspirer of both; and the cutery against resson, in dispute
theologie, ia raised with nooe other view than to soreen
with the name of myeteries sbove reason, dogmas net
a whit mysterious, but manifestly contrary to reason, and

‘The pride of resson forsooth ! Verily it was the greateet af-
fliction of the writer's lifs temporal to dissover, that veason had
in certain generslly received dogmes no place whatever. Nor
did this uneeught convietion arise from the dissourss, or the
wiitings, of any opponsnt of the reigning orthodoxy; but in
reading & widely oirculated, and highly landed, treatise on its
defenaive side ; put, without its being sought, into the present
writer's hand by an asgnaintancs ; then it was that hiy atten-
tion was serigualy roused to the subject. Bopoh, indesd, was
the logical faiveess of the acthor’s exposition of the Athana-
mian dootrine, of the dificuliiss attending it, the chjections
mads to it, apd the sesumed invineible replies, that my only
wonder was, and is, how the suthor oould satisfy himself,
by any slleged suthority of Holy Writ, allowing nought for
rhetorical uwaage, aud heedless of exprees contradiction, still
to maintsin, and to propagate, the creed of the multitude.
The author of the tract in question was then living, and pos-
aibly still lives, a distinguished professor of theology in the
Tnited States of Amerios.

Dismissing Calvinism aa alike anti-rationsl, and anti-
chriztian, the professing Christian world may be divided,
s0 far as conperns our presént purpose, into Athspssians,
Nonspiritualists, and Seriptural Unitarians ; or Unitarians
sacrining no leas anthority to Holy Seripture than thoss of
the learned among the Athanasiaos, who insist not om the
verbal inspiration of anored Beripture; with the excoption of
& few instances oply. The last-named class of the three
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I'would briefly denominate Beripturists ; not to conoeal theiruni- *
tarianism, but for concisences’ aake, and a8 expressive of their
abiding by sacred Seripture ss firmly as any of their learned
opponents. Nay more 8o ; for they utterly reject all Church
anthority as final in the exposition of Beripture; though
doubting not that excellent Christians there are professing to
hold the dogmas of thet Batan in the Raformation, Calvin,
as he also believes of many & slave to the enchantments of
Rome.

By Non-spiritualists, 1 designate persons calling them-
gelves Christian, yet denying all inspiration ; holding Berip-
ture in the ssme rank with the olassics, such as Lucan,
Herodotus, Plato, and Ciears ; if, indeed, 8o highly, when not
heaitating to deny the reality of Christ's miracles, s more
than once was done in my own hearing, and so axpreassd xa to
Bsam & nowise parsonal opinion merely. Msterialism Iabhor,
and idantify with Atheiam; nor do T find in the writings of
its prufessors, whatever name they may assume, sny more
of honeety in their statementa than of rationslity in their
raligion, fond as they are of appealing to reason.  One of this
clasa ridicujes the potion, as they would term it, of the
Tesponsibility of man | Naow the Seripturist founds the first
principles of his religious faith whereon revelation fixeth it;
entering into no learned disguisitions, bul appealing at onea
and everywhere, to the conscience, and common sanme, of every
man not utterly brutalized; saying, *The heavens declare
God's glory.” The Soripturiet admits not of & primal savage
candition of man ; being convinced, that without an inspira-
tion from the Almighty, man never could rise to conscious-
ness iteslf. The Creator formed man to be & rational creaturs,
if Creator there was; if we sprang not from some pre-
axigtant slime, nobody can tell how; while the constant
improvement of mind, snd condition, demonstrates the ez-
istance of an innsts faculty exalting man above all othera of
the snimal race; beings never passing the narrow limits
sasigned to them at their creation,

By this same power of mind imparted to us from above
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the Bible itaslf, its contents, and the evidenoes of ita authe-
rity, must be judged, since to none other judicsture can we
now poasibly resort. To aver, therafors, that the Bible pro-
pounds doctrines above man's comprehension, is to withdraw
it wholly from buman jedgment, theugh iteelf esrnestly
exhorting ns to o diligent study of it, as able to make us
wise unto salvation! The fact, however, is, that the pro-
pounders of this dogms mean only that their authority suf-
ficeth to make credible whatever interpretation they may
choons to put on holy Seripture ; in short, to make of it a
revalation only to themeelves. This is & prime dogma in the
Papacy, and makes large strides in Protestantism, thongh
oullifying revelation itself,

By Non-spiritualista, as already cbserved, I also intend per-
sona calling thamselves Christians, bat denying all inepiration;
holding Scripture, a8 o mersly human work, of no higher se-
count than the classie anthom generally ; with whor, there-
fore, I should no more think of entering into a controversy
than with any school of heathen philosophy. As to Avianizm,
it seets now to be dead ; and is cerfainly not deserving &
revival, even if advocated by so illustrious s mén-as Dr. Samuel
Clarke. Our srgument will thus be restrictsad to s comtrast
of tha Atharesian faith with thnﬂmpbm'mt’umad and we
begin with & general remark.

I# propositions, self-evidently contradictory, be discovered
in the book called the Bible, they cannct, by any man in his
sengea, bo received as divine truths ; though it be quite pos-
sible that men may, for luere's sake, declare their sccord to
any formulas whatever. Who can doubt that there would
still be an overflow of Popish priests, lot their Pontiff decres
the sacrednass of whatever nonsense might agitate his brain ¥
Theve can, therefors, bo no proof of & divine revelstion, if not
in socord with natural religion, and unbisssed resson. I argue
oot with men who would thrust what they call the idol of
natural raligion out of sight ; and they the veriest orthodox!

Their motto should be what their maxzims teach: The
heavens declars ot the glory of God ; the firmament showeth
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