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THE ANCIENT BURIAL MOUNDS OF JAPAN.

By Rowmys HITCHCOCK.

It wonld appear that when the fauncus Jimmne Tennd, the divinely
desecended first Emperor of Japan, the ¢hild of the sun and the ancestor
of the present reigning dynasty, began his journey through the land,
he met with two kinds of inhabitants. There wus a race of Tsuchi
Gumo, deseribed as people with fails, who lived in underground burrows
or caved, L have elsewhere endeavored to show that there probably was,
in faet, & race of pit dwellere who disappeared toward the North, leav-
ing tracea of their existence in the pits of Yexzo.* In uddition to these,
there was a raee of “hairy suvages” which we have no difficulty in
Jdentifying as the Ainost who are known to have formerly lived in

% gonthern Japan.
~  Ihave only alluded to these fiwe peoples in order to remove any pos-
Wy sible question which might arise as to the Japanese origin of thetomby
..of which 1 am tospeak. Althongh many of them are vory ancient, they
v are certainly Japanese, This we know partly from fraditien, but more
-~ certainly from the articles interred with the dead. Had they a pre.
L ppanese origin, we would expect o tind within them vessels of pottery
of & more ancient pattern, such ns the predecessors of the Japancse left
behind them in the shell mounds.

One of the earliest modes of burial in Japan wus in artifieial caves,
hewn out of the polid rock on hillsides, [thas been said that the early
Japanese lived in caves, This is very doubtful, for althongh there are
natural caves in certain parts of the country, they are not found where
the history of the people beging, in Idwumo and Yamatoe.

Navertheless, the idea of cave life was familiar to the Japanese, for
the legend of the Bun goddess whe entered & cave and closed the en-
trance with a stone, leaving heaven and earth in darkness, is a very
early and important m_;rth 1 It is also smﬂ, t.ln.r in the reign of Jimmu

*The Pit Dwellers of Tem by Romyn Hmshcoek 'Re]mrt . B. Fat Mis., 1390\.
p. 417.

t The Ainos of Yezo, by Romyn Hiteheook., Report 17, B, Nat. Mus., 1880, p. 429,

} 8hinto, or the Mythology of the Japuness, by Romyn Hitcheoek, Report U, 8.

Nat, Mus., 1891, p. 489, :
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Tennd * the inkabitants were still plooged in barbarsm and mostly
lived in caverns” (Klaproth.)

Prof. Milne has brought together many allusions to the early cave
dwellings®* of Japan taken from native writers, but all of these may as
readily have reference to the aborigines as to the Japanese themselves,
and it seems to wme with greater probability.

The Chinese charscter which is translated ¢ cave® means “apartment,”
or “a cave or pit dug -into the varth,” It ig uneertsin what kind of
dwellings or caves are thus designated. Bome chambers were built with
stones and may have been the dolmena which will scon be described ;
others were made of turf and recall the dwellinga of the Kuriles. While
much of this uncertainty is due to the use of an ambiguons Chinese chax-
acter tn writing, the examination of the true caves, natural and artificial,
in dicates that if over the Japanese were cave-dwellera it was before they
migrated to Japan.

The obgervations here brought fogether are the resuit of considerable
travel and intimato assoctation with Mr, W, Gowland, formerly chem-
st of the Imperial mint at Osaka. Mr. Gowland has spent several
years in the study of the Japanese mounds, and he is the only person
who possesses aufficient aceurate and valnable informwation upon the
subject to prepare & comprehenalve monograph, It is tobe hoped that
the results of his years of labor and observation will be published. His
fine collection of relics from the fombe, now in the British Museum, is
unigue and of great value. It can never be duplicated, Muny a day
we have tramped together on the rongh mountain sides, searching foar
tomba or sepulehral eaves, and at evoening compared notes and re-
eounted experiences in Japavese hotels. I recall the cozy comfurt of
those neat matted floors, the bronze hibeshi with its steaming kettle,
the savory and unsavory dinners, both varicties of whick are furnished
in Yomuto, aaiud many other incidents familiar to the traveler in the in-
tarior of Japon.

Haveral distinet methods of burial have prevailed in Japan at differ-
ent periods. These may be distinguished as follows:

(1) Burial in artifictal caves,

{2) Burial in simple mounda of earth.

(%) Burial in mounds with roek ehambers or dohpens.

(4) Burial in double mounds or tmperial fnnnli.

Thechronological sequence of these different modes of burial is Jargely
a matter of speculation. Among the earliest was interment in artifi-
¢inl rock caves, Bueh caves are gqonite numerons in various provinees,
In PL xxxn1 we have a view of four such caves in Kawachi. The fronts
are erumbling away and we look directly upon what were originally
the dark interiors. The largest of this group shows the remains of a
stone eofin cut from the roele #n effte, Originally the caves were en-
tered through small apertures, which were doubtless at one time closed

* Trana, Asiatic Boe. of Japan, vIiI.
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with stones. Probably all were provided with either stone or clay
coffing, but now only fragments of these remain, Pl XXx1V shows the
remains of the coffin just referred to. Usnally the eoffins are placed at
the back of the caves, raiged on a ghelf a few inches from the floor.

The caves vary greatly in size, but they never reach very large pro-
portions, Perbaps they average 5 feet in height and G to 10 feet
ayuare, They contain no remains whatever except the fragments of
coffing, If they ever did enclose articles of pottery or treasure interred
with the dead, the vandalism of the peasants has robbed every one of
them. I have crawled on hands and knees into many of these gloomy
recesses, inhabited by bats which iy unpleasantly near one’s face, and
gearched by the light of a candle for what inight be found, but with no
farther reward. I well remember one ovcasion when Mr. Gowland and
I were long entombed in the close, dump stinosphera of a cave, not far
from Kokubu. We proposed to photograph the interior with the flash-
light. To plute our two cameras ab the mouth of the eave required
several hours of hard digging with hammer and kuoife, and the contor-
tions required in focusing were too wonderful for descriptivn. We
foensed on a burning candle held ot different pointa to outline ihe field
of view. Fivally the light flashed ; and if the apirit of the departed
ancient still hovered around its tomb, as the people bolisve, and if it
had progressed far enough in the transcendant thonght of the western
world to graap the fantastic dlea of a bodily rising from the dast, T
think it meat have believed the resurrection duy T come,

The most wa can suy of the cuves {s, that they are numerons in some
sections, that they were nsed only for burial, and that probably they
preceded in time the rock-bnilt dolmens. No date can be assigned {o
them. There is not a vestige of # skeleton, nof. . line of inseription,
nothing but the soft, half-decomposed rock remaining, to bear witness
of the veneration bestowed upon the dead in ages past. The great
question préscnted now for the cthaclogist to solve concerns the origin
of the custom of cave-burial among the Japanese,

The God Take-mika-dznchi was famous for his desperate combats
with demons. On the igland of Kashima there is a inound kpown as
Uni-dzaka—demon mennd, [t is said that the God killed a devil there
and buried him, heaping the earth above him, This was before the
time of Jimmu Tennd. Such a mound doubiless represents the earlieat
form of burial among the Japanese.* Examples of puch simple mounds,
averaging wboat 4 to 8 feet in height, are numerous in the country,
Such is the character of the tradifional mound of the first emperor,
dating from the seventh century B, ¢,

" H. Yon Sietald has deseribed a pmall mound B feet in helght and about 20 foet
n circumference, without any coffin, in whicl six sofos were fonnd, two of which
ware recognized, the firet as from the thoe of Bhefi Gempo, 1004 B, 0., the second
nf Befso Gempo, M1 5, p.  The importanea of thig finil is easily oversstimated, and
it pannot be regardpd ps very significant of fhe age of the wonnds,
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