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PREFACE.

OFf the three chapters in literary biography
and criticism here hrought together, the first
was an incidental !peoduetsof the researchos
which I made some years ago when working
upon my “ History of American Literature dur-
ing the Colonial Time ;" and while the subject
of this monograph could hardly fail to throw a
curious and a not unpleasing side-light upon
the conditions and meods of intellectual life in
America during the hall.century just prior to
the Revolution, it could not properly be in.
claded in the baok in connection with which it
was written. As it has never been in print,
except in a form wellnigh inaccessible to the
general reader, I hope I shall not offend him
by now revising it, amending it, and giving it
a place in this Little book. 1 will not deny that
I shall be very glad i, by sceking a larger
publicity for my paper on Berkeley, | may
succeed in cxtending somcwhat the memory
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iy PREFACE,

and the appreciation of our great debt to
one of the wisest, friendliest, and helpfulest of
Eurapean visitors who ever touched an these
shores.

Tne last two monographs here given were
prepared for a work on which 1 have been for a
considerable time engaged, and which is soon to
be zent to the press—" The Literary Histary
of the American Rm-ulutim]_;" but a= the chief
activity of the two writers thus dealt with be-
longs to the period immediately after the Revo-
lution, I have deemed it best to exclude them
[rom Lhat work. Wilhout guestion, howewver,
for our literary history during the f[rst thirly
or forty years of the independent republic,
these two writers are representative men; and
bath for their own sakes, and [or their abyicus
use in the interpretation of American thought
and life in that period of national gestation, 1
have hoped that the monographs deveted to
them might have some value even in this de-
tached form.

M. C. L.

CORNELL UNIVERSITY,

2 Novwmtber, 1894



CONTENTS.

TALE

IL.—CEORCE DERKELEY axm I3 AMERICAN
Visre . ; | ; i ; ; 3

11.=—A Grrar Correce Prusinrsr axnp
WHaAT HE WEROTE . . . . .7

I —TnE JaTtERary Srrivines or Me. Joew
Barrow . . ; . : ; . I3
LisT or Bonks Crren . . . . - . 131
Inpex . . " . . . . . 139



GEORGE BERKELEY AND IS AMERI-
CAN VISIT.



GEORGE BERKELEY AND HIS AMERI-
CAN VISIT.

I—DBerkeley's arrval Wl Newport in r7eg—FPersanal appear.
ance and wavs—His setilement ag ** Whitchall "—1Eis
sojourn herc a subject of mystery and sospicion al e
time—Lts real import charncteriztic ol an idealisi and a
moral enllmsiast,

1I—His early lfe—INstinctinm as a sodent and fellow ac
I'rinity Cellege, Lublin—ITis benevolent enthusiasm—
Gircat range of his alenls and accomplishments—aAs o
preachier—His ideal Lheary of Lhe wniverse—Lts nse in the
refutation of atheism.

III—leves college o stly en and Lhey ways—I11ia Terids
liant suceess in landon sacicty—I11is long sojourn ujpon
the contincae.

IV—Convinced (hat the eorroplions of the Old World are
incurable and portend some dire cotastraphe—His * Eaaay
towards preventing the Ruein of Creat Dritain"—Taras
from the CHd World to the New—11is plan for saving the
latter from the follics and crimes 1hat have Lrought the
fermer to the verpe of muin—Fis beliel in Americn as the
predestined seat of the world's civilization—HIs celehrated
poem embodying this dream—'Twao things needfnl for
realizing it, learning and relipion—Tiesolves {o found o
preat American university==TITis preparatios therefor,

V—Hig peturn 1o Tieblin, 2721—His Jegagy Iom Dean Swift's
* Vanessa "—Hecomes Dean of Derry in 1yzg—Telnrms

3



4 PHREE MEN OF LETTERS

o London to arrange for his préat jproject—Dean Swilt's
letter shont (t—Fublishes his '* Proposal "—11is suceess
—Parlinmentary  grant—Walpole's promise of wenty
thowsand poonds—Berkeley sails Tor Americo—Why he
first went to New England—Walpole's delay and final
refusal,

Wi—Derkeley's disnppuintmenl—The reaction wpon his mind
of his American visit—Seen in his sermons, in ** Ald-
phrono,” in ** Sirs”

VII—Eflects of his visit as regavds American Life wd civilizs-
tion—Espedially wpon intellecteal activity in the colomies
—His inflocnce on the caldvated society of Newport—
Vistbed by philosophical and other pilgnms—The stim-
wlus he pave too higher edugalion—His friendslip for
cxisting American eallepes—His zenérosity (16 Vale and
ITarvard—The Berkelovan schiolass at Yale—His porma-
pent Dnierest in Amerca afler his return 1o Ewrope—
Snggesta the plan of King's Collepe—Taler Amercan
rocognitions of Tis failtience,

VIII—DLerkeley's place in the long line of distinguished
European visitors to Amenca—~FFailore of s dream of
preventing currmptivn in the Mew World—1I1is remedy
far pareoption,

L.

O:"J the 23d of January, 1720, a British ship
of about two hundred and fifty tons was

seen hovering off the coast of Rhode Island
and making signals for a pilot.  In response to
these signals two pilots boarded the ship. 1t
proved to be the hired vessel of an eminent



