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PREFACE.

Ir has been my aim in preparing this book to treat of
the English language just as it is, to explain its constroe-
tions aceording to the logical relation of ideas as they exist
in English thought, and not to introduce from the grammars
of nther languages terms, rules, exceptions, or explanations
of thinga that have ne existence in the Euglish language,

T have tried to keep in mind that the grammarian’s prov-
inece is to collect and arrange the facts and prineiples of lan-
guage as they are exhibited in the habitonl wsage of the
majority of educated speakers and writers, and that it is
not his provinee to make laws for the movernment of the
languago nor to try to make it conform to laws that gram-
marians have made, or have tranaferred from the grammars
of inflected and, too often, dead languages.

The object of the study of English grammar is not, pri-
marily, *to learn to speak and write the English language
correctly,” as we have so often been told, but to aequaint
the pupil with the logic of thought and expression, to add
to his enjoyment of excellent literary productions, to give
him mind-discipline, literary culture, snd readiness of
speech, and perhaps incidentally to correct a few of his
inaccurate expressions, and to hinder the acquisition of
others. :

An erroneous conception of the true end of the study of
English grammar and of the duties of the grammarian, as
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iv FREFACE.

both are exhibited in many of the grammar books, is re-
sponsible for the attempts of certain enthusisstie but well-
meaning educators to banish English grammar from our
schools. Tt does not seem to have oceurred to them that
their energies would be better expended in making English
grammar true to its name. It then wounld embrace substan-
tinlly what has now been placed under ihe inappropriate
name of language lessons,

This book has been planned so that the pupil will begin
with the composition and study of the sentence, and will
be made acquoainted step by step, inductively, with all the
clements which make np the sentence, and with all correct
combinations of these elements as they are found in the
usage of edncated speakers and writers. The analywis of
cach conatruction is followed by & composition exercise that
requires the pupil to oee the construction in expressing his
own thought.

Various kinds of composition exercises, including a short
treatise on letter-writing, with plans by which pupils may
be led to eriticise and eorrect their own and each other's
compositions, have becn woven into the first part of the
book wherever the nature of the subject would permit.

The second part of the book iz a systematic study of the
parts of specch, including their classes, properties, uses, and
peculiarities. It is believed that teachers and pupils will
find it an advantage to have all the facts pertaining to one
part of speech arranged in consecutive lessons instead of
having them scattered through the entire book.

SBentences for illustration have been chosen with a view
to their interest and instructiveness as well as to their gram-
matical construction. Nothing can be gained and much
loss is frequently occasioned by having young minds study
the construction of sentences whose thought is beyond their
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comprehension, and in no way connected with their experi-
ence or interest. Few sentences of this nature will be found
in this book. '

The system of dizgrams for illustrative analysis is one
that has grown out of my own teaching. I have long felt
the need of a system in which the words should all be writ-
ten on horizontal lings.  Systems that require pupils to write
on slanting or curved lines interfere with the formation of
correct habits of penmanship, produce slovenly diagrams,
and make it diffieult for pupils in their seats to read and
criticise black-board work. It isbelieved that teachers will
approviate the absence of these disadvantages as well as the
gimplicity of the system.

The sentences contpining errors to be corrected were
compiled from an accumulation of faulty expressions, com-
posed, in part, of errors clipped from newspapers and similar
sources, and, in part, of those collected from year to year by
my pupils, for use in clasa, They have been carefully clas-
sified and placed at the end of each series of lessons on the
parts of specch, ro that they may be omitted conveniently
when it is necessary to gaio time for the study of mwore im-
portant parts of the subjeet, or when the teacher adheres to
the questionable theory that bad habits of speech are best
smended by being overlooked.

During the preparation of this work I have, of conrse,
consulted many books, and have derived from them hints
that bhave been helpful. I have received also valuable
suggestions from my colleagnes, and from wany of my
fellow-teachers elsewhere who have taken & kindly interest
in the progress of the work. I am especially indebted
to my former instructors, Francis A. March, LL.D., of
Lafayette College, Easton, Pa., and D. J. Waller, Jr.,
Ph.D., Principal of the State Normal School at Blooms-
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burg, Pa., from whom both during and sinee the time I’
was under their instruetion, I received munch of the inspira-
tion that has prompted me to make special research in
English studies.

My thanks are due also for encouragement received from
Supt. Jos. 8. Walton of Chester Co., Pa., Supt. R. F, Hof-
fecker of Montgomery Co., Pa., and Prof. Addison Jones
of Conshohocken, Pa., to whom parts of this work were -
submitted while on ltsa way through the press.

J. . WELSH.
Brite Normarn ScHOOL,

* West Chester, Pa., June 8, 1889,
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