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She grzed wpan the inner coor,
Whbch in the tower's tall shadow lay (v. 130k



THE LAY OF THE .LAST MINSTREL

HY

SIR WALTER 5COTT, BART.

EDITED WITH NOTHS BY
WILLIAM J. ROLFE, Lrrr. .

FORMERLY HEAD MASTER OF THE HIGH SCHOOL, CAMBRIDGE, BMASE

WriTH JLLUSTRATIONS

BOSTON, NEW YORK, AND CHICAGD
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN AND COMPANY
ihe Civerdbe Prods, Lambridoe

r895



PREFACE.

THE Lap is here edited on the same plan as its predecessors, the
Lady of the Lake and Maormion ; and, as in those, the illostrations are
from the publishers' holiday edition of the poem.

The text has been carefully compared with that of the earliest
editions I have been able to consult—including the gth (goarte), the
1oth {octavo), that of 1821, and several issues of Lockharts. The cor-
ruptions T have detected are few and undmportant, compared with
those in the Lady of the Lafe and Maermeion. The readings of the ist
edition T have had to take from Lockhart, who T hope may be more
trustworthy in this case than I have found him in others. [f 1 am éver
go fortonate za to et hold of o copy of the 1et edition, I shall compare it
with the later texts, and, if necessary, revise the notes referring to it

1 have given all of Scoft's own notes in full — correcting sundry
misprints and corruptions that appear in all the recent reprints —and
most of Lockhart's.  Of other editions, T have been mozt indebted to
Professor Minto's, as the extracts credited to him will show. 1 have
also taken an occasional note from Mr, J. 8 Phillpotts®s school edition,
As vapal, | have found the commentaries *pgood except on difficalt
passages,™ and have done my best to sapply the deficienoy.

The proof-readers of the University Preas are exceedingly keen-eyed
and critical, but neither they nor T can lay claim to infallibility, T we
have overlooked any erroms of the type, I shall be very gratefol to the
rdt:dtt who will kindly send me a memorandum of such as he may

lect.

Caungrpae, Dec. g1, 1886
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Taper and host and book ﬂnglrlznm
And holy banner, fourished fir
With Redermer's name (v, sigh
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D relego, soripsisse pudet; guia plurima cerne,
M guogue qui fecd fudice; digna lini.



