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ac. "PREFACE.

R S

F in the following pages I have exaggerated
the importance of Mr. Beckwith's “ Report,”
my excuse must be found in the assertion
upon its title-page,—* A Reprint, by special
‘ permission, of the Report on Wines and
“ other Fermented Liquors, prepared by com-
“ mand of Her Majesty’s Commissioners for the
“ Paris Exposition Universelle, 1867," —which
indicated that Mr, Deckwith’s opinions were
endorsed by persons of the highest authority,
hoth in this country and in France. It is but
fair for me to add, however, that since the fol-
lowing pages were in type I hed occasion to
procure another copy of his * Report” from the
publishers; which, I perveive, altogether omits
the words I have above placed within inverted
commas, The Report is nevertheless worthy of
consideration as the work of an Associate-Jurcr
and Reporter on Wines at the Paris Exhibition,
1867, and on account of the influence it may
have had in this country.

J, L. D

20 Procanrey, Loxnow (W.)
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“ ¥ hawa faith in troth, whaether it be onlled, st the moment,
arror or ealumny, Hwvery iruth that is oppressed in & foros
sugmented, s day of tiswpl which v oponine”—E. e
Gakashry,

=] the persistent warfare which T have heen

H3 waging for several years against one of the
."'3; gl many forms of adulteration with which this
country 18 oppressed, I have discovered it
to be of the very first necessity to speak of things
by their proper names, and to insist upon reference
to first principles at each stage of my argument,
The wine controversy depends for its settlement
vpon the answer given to the yvery simple, straight-
forward question, * What is wine?” If we can
once decide upon the reply, disputc must cease; at
all events there 18 no mistaking the conelusion to
which persons must come who define wine to be * the
* fermented juice of the grape;" namnely, that whatao-
ever is more or leas than this, is not entitled to be styled
Wine, It, perhaps, would not sound well for a lady to
substitute the offer of & * glass of sherried brauwdy "
for “a glass of sherry” to a morning caller; nor
would it add any zest to the enjoyment of gentlemen
I



