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Ye whoss hearts are freah and simpls,
Who have taith in God and Nature,
Who believe, that in all nges
Every human heart 8 human,
That in even savage bosoms
There are longings, yearnings, strivings
For the good they compirehend not,
That the feeble hands and heiplesa,
Groping blindly in the darkness, )
Touch God's right hand In the darkness,
And are lifted up and strengthened ;—
Ligten {0 these almple storles!

Longrellen, Hicwaika.

CorYrRIGET 1868
By A. W. GooLp
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Preface.

This litile vwolome of “Beginnings” was originally tndertaksn by
Hgury Doty Mixsow, of Menomines, Wiacongin, Systematic and
scholarly, he conld not have failed tp give na an excellsnt manual,
bad his work not beem interropted by hin antimely aod lamented
death. When I was aaked to edit tha book, it was supposed his short-
hand notes would contain the desired snpplement to his printed les-
son-slips, which were qoite insdequate for a permaneat work, thoogh
valoable for hints and suggestions. But it was found, after Mrs
Blake had kindly translated the notes, that they contained nothing of
valne beyond the material already used in the slips.

Therefore the book had to be made rather than edited; and as Mr,
Mazxzon's views and mine had differed fondamentally on many of
the subjects, it was thought best that the work should be dofie by e
in my own way, using my material snd prrangemsst. How muoch
1 ows to Mr, Marson's printed lesaons can be easily seen by comparing
them with thisworlk, T ows far mors, however, to Mr Gannett's carefully
prepared potes, which wers genercasly entrusted to me, and still more
to hin criticisms and suggestions, and his eordial encouragement. Buat
b I int no way responsible for any of the opinions in the book. .

It iz parhaps too sarly in the study of primitive thought, as embod-
jed in custom and myth, o produoce a satisfactory handbook that
should treat the subject systematically and cootain material enongh
to make the pupil indepandent of any other works; yet that has basn
my aim, however far I may have fallen short of it.  For it seems bo
me of little use to give girls and boyea lot of referencen to other
books, especially in a subject so inchoate as this, It wonld merely
coufuse them.

But for the teachers, howaver, a few references have been added
to sach lesson; and at the end of the Contents a short list of bools,
which seemed helpful, is given, the better and best of them being
starred. Tha questions also at the end af each lesson are chiefly for
the teachers and are intended to bring out the side light of the topics
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.and link the lesson to the life of the sindent.

I have not tried to develop the side of my subjact referring to the
physical seiences. Those sciences are so popular that the markets are
fall of excellent manuaks, and the magaeines of axcellent articles, on
them. But works on the mythical and lsgendary side are few and—
to me—unsatisfactory. Therefors I have devaloped that side more
fully, trying to show bow no cugtem or belief of the past is withonot its

‘reasons and how those reasons are always groping in the direction of
religion. IE this littls work helps to convines the world that our early
ancestors were, in their degree, rationsl and religious beings and aot
the blind slaves of their language and their superstitions, I shall fesl

-amply repaid for the labor I have put npoa it.
7 A. W. Gouto,

Hinsdale, I1l., Angnet 1, TBy3.

Preface to the Second Editlon,

The call for another edition of “Bacioancs” has snabled me to
correct some of the fanlls of the first edition. A friend, who teaches
biclogy on the Pacific coast, has kindly pointed out several places
whers the labgtags cobld be more exact and unambiguous, andon
pages 43 and 79 such changes have been made in the plates. &
similar change on page 4I, o0 long o be put into the plates, is given
bkere. The fullar and more sci=ntifically corract statement would be
as follows: ©But thess singlecelled plants and ahimals wers subject
to variations, and those individuals that trok advantage of favorable
variatiofts became the ancestors of higher forms. The ofspring of
these highar formsvaried and the ones pogsesing advantageous varia-
tions io time gave rize (o still higher forms. The process went
tlowly on, aach genaration ghing risa to tomething higher and betier.
From the pnecelled animals developed Hydras; from these worms;
from the worms the lower wertebrates; abd so0 on op to man.”
Thanks are due to this frisnd and to all who hawve kindly sent me their
suggestions. The rapid saleof the baok andits republication in En.
gland seam to show that it supplies a wide-felt want, and ¥ irost that
these changes and the added index may make it still more msefal. '

AW G

Chicago, September, tByq.
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