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" HOSPITAL SCENES

THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG.
JULY, 1863.

I't wua a lovely June evening, when after having entertained a party
of friends, I drove them into town, never dresming of the state
into which the usually guiet city had been plunged during the day.
The first snnouncement made was, “the rebels are coming—=they
are at Columbis!” Their proximity was mther slarming. Truly,
the quiet inhsbitants of Lancaster had undergone & change; every
one scemed intent on accomplishing sume great object; what it was,
1 had some diffioulty in discovering; first, to seorete everything they
vould from the invaders, and then to secrote themselves, or at least to
send the timid members of their families to more distant cities. The
stores were sending away their entire contents ; droves of horses from
the interior of the State were passing through to places of greater
seaurity, and their drivers were adding to the general comstarnation
by telling of tha doings of Lee's army in Franklic and Adama coon-
ties, how horses and eattle were atolen, how even boys were made to
itrive them back, how the grain had all been taken, and how York
MMEMIM-WWS.W thonsand doflars ransom. Thimge
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did begin to look serious. What would be the fate of Laucaster
county, with her well known stock and barns?  We really began to
tremble. Then came the Governor's eall for troops and we had little
time to think of vursclves ; thers were others to be carod for. The
boys were to be fitled out, haversacks were to be made and filled,
shirts and stockings prepared, und the many nameless cteetoras pro-
vided. Then after ourown had brew supplied, both benevolence and
patriotign dictated to think of others. Accordingly the soeietys
Tooms wlerﬁ opened, and all of us worked for our leie fortunate sol-
diers, who had neither mﬁdmm nor sisters to interest themselves in
their bebalf, And as we worked, the snd; quiet expression of all
faces told of the deep interost Folt.’ *Ta be sure, it was no new thing
to meat and work; this had beon done sines the eommencement of

_.thewat. “Regiments had been furnished, hospitald supplied, returning
regiments had been weleomed ; in fuct we have done what we could.
But now each falt as if they were working for their homes, and tor
thuse who were going forth to protect them.

Bo the days passed slowly by. Al who could get away from the
ity had gone, and the place, never very may, now assumed the quiet
aspeet of despair.  Its deep wloom was only interrupted by the passing
through ot thomsands of treop< fur the defense of the State Capital,

and the areival off Milroy's wagon train, who were vetreating from
Winchestor, exhausted and sorely smarting under their late Gefeat. —
They u-:.J-nmnped un an wdjoining fiehl, dasty and weary; their fires
were soon lighted, and a4 their haversacks supplied both the utensils
and naterials for wuki'ug. their preparativns were soon completed,

We bad taken cave of the ick ones and fod as many of the others
as we eonld, nnd after tea walked up, to tey and find oot if possible
something of our expected eneny, Théy all had the same tale to tell,

. of hurried marches, jaded nnn.Lli and exla.austud ‘bodies, and looked
_forward to o rest her\f.'. tor a h::w ll'l}ﬁ mth mldont But-nﬁwuon But
illr,u‘ plem'iug whcl}mhmn were soau Iu e dlampnmd fur before
jmorning the order came o break up camp, and by daylight they

pere mmj, many miles awny.
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The bridge at Celuisbia was fired early 'in the evening, aud though
ten miles distant, we saw it distinotly. No lovelier evening ean be
imagined. The moon was shining in the elear and clowdless gky, and
the Turid flashes from the burning bridge gove every thing an shuost
supernatural appearance.  During the still hours of that sumier night,
we watched and waited, not knowing what the thorrow would bring
_urth.  The morning cwme, and with it the welcome intelligence that
the buret bridge had stopped the caveer of the invaders ; and that find-
ing no erossing, they had been obliged to retrace theiv steps, but that
at any moment news of a severe bettle might be cxpeeted. A\ few dayr
bronght the intelligence that a battle was in progress at Gettysburs
and thet Reynolds, our own brave Reynolds, had fallen! This was
all; hut it was enongh to make us sad, and carnest, and grateful, thet
we had been spaved from all the horrors of seencs which we knew
were being cnuctod near cnough to make us tramble.  The two sue-
eeediug days were passed at the rooms of the -scu:iety, in constant la-
bor, prepating for the expested demands. Many boxes were packed
and the gestlemen who volantoered 4o take our supplics to the battle-
field, were farnished with whatever was reyuisite to assist them in
their sad duties; aad we were amply repaid for all oor labors, by
knowing that o stores were the first that arrived on the battie-fiehd,
arriving at a time whon thousauds were suffering and dying—dying
there in a country that liad been vobbed of everythiug by the inva.
ders, and in the midst of people, who wers almost paralized by the
dreadfu) seenes through whieh they had plaacﬂ The stores were
given ioto the hands of the Christiau Commission, with the provise
that our delagates wera to have ateess to them, and wse whatever they
required.  In retuvn, this noble society shared their room with ux,
and when their Hospital stores arcived, made us heartily welcoma to
overything they had., The lust of our goods had hecn despatehod,
the excitement of the week had subsided, the rooins were eleareld
from the litter of prepuration, and fwo o three of our most active
members were ootumissionid o devise plans for the fature. A driv.
Jing chilly storm had scl in to add ta the gloem and we talked over
and pietured to o__n‘rne]ve?! the situation of our poor Boldwrs exposer ns
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they must be, t the inelemency of the weather. At last there was s
thonght-panse, when one of us suggested that we ought to go to Get-
tyshurg ourselves, for if ever our services as & society were riceded, it wax
now. At first, all the difficulties of the nndertaking were presented ; and
indeed they seemed insurmonntable; for milrond eommunication had
been stopped and we eould procureno vehicles, all having been pressed
into serviee, by those who had gone for the laudable purpose of secing
that most horrible of all spectacles, a battle-field.

‘We had almost given it up in despair, when Mr. Blagel, (a nephew
of our kind and most excellent president, Mrs. Hubley,) came in; he
#aid he had brought eleven horses and his wagon and carrisge to Lan.
caster eounty when the rebels were expected, and if we thought of
going to Gettysburg, he would gladly take ussnd our stores to Adams
county to-morrow, if we could be ready. Our preparations were soon
vompleted, and the next morning, though it rained in torremts, we
gjarted, o sad-looking party, but not looking any gloomier than we
felt. Before arriving at Columbis, however, the sun began to shine -
at intervals, and with the change of the weather, came more hopeful
anticipations. SBoon the Busqushanna hills were seen in the distance,
and knowing that the loss of the bridge had been supplied by a boat,
we trusted that we should be quickly ferried across, and before dark, be
many miles on our way to York. But the more haste the lesa speed,
say¥ the proverb; and we found it so, for the boat had already gone
over, and we waited patiently for its return. Our party was not alone
in this severg trial of patience, for the wharf was erowded with a mot-
ley masa of men, wagons and horses, forcibly reminding one of soanes
in California, when the golden attractions of that famous land drew
80 many to its shores,

The Captain assured us that his orders were to forward immadiately
all hospital stores and nurses, and that he should make every effort to
do so. But he was pot consulted; for the moment the boat tonched
the shors, many who had been waiting sineo morning, jumped aboard
und eould not ba dislodged. There we sat, and saw the boat fioat out
in the distance, and woman-like only gave up, when the Capisin told
us he should make 8o mors trips that dsy, us the river was too high.
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‘We were sadly disappointed, and fully realized what a barrier our no-
ble river had beon to the progress of the inveding hordes, and with
what feelings they must have left ita lovely banks. Here we ate our
supper, and eommenced our career in soldier-life

I foar we presented o rather miserable appesrance. The horees
ware embedded in the mud, and from want of use, and their pojourn on
our plentiful farms, evincod their distaste to the four hour's detention,
by plunging about in the most frantio manner, bespatiering us with
the liguid mud. It was very humilisting to present curselves at the
bota} in this style; but there was no alternative. There we had to re-
wain until the next morning. 'We improved the hours before retir.
ing in contracting the number of our packages ; for five of us had been
restrioted to one small trunk ; and though all had repeatedly deslared
that “'they had nothing to wear,” yetin unpacking the contents of the
carrisge, we found it truly alarming, and it required no small amount
of management to bring order out of chaos. At last every thing was
smutisfactorily arranged, and with many injunotions to the little contra-
band, (who seemed to have supreme control of the arrangements at
the Hotel) to call us early, we commended ourselves to the protecting
cara of & kind Providence, and slept.

The morning sun rose in a clear cloudless sky, and the besaty of
this noble river never scemed so resplendant. Five o'olock found us
at the appointed place, together with many others who had heen
there tho duy before, besides large accessions of new arrivals. For-
tnoately our horses wore put on the flat, and ourselves in the car-
riages on theboat.  There we ate our breakfast, waited four long hours,
and asrived at Wrightsville ot ten o'vlock, As soon a# we entored
the place, we saw traces of our unwelenme guests ; a large house, near
the bridge was destroyed, and in passing through the main street, we
saw many houses perforated by shot and shell.  All around were rifie-
pita thrown up, and there were many signs of war. Bat after leaving
‘Wrightsville, (though the entirs distance was traversed by the foa,)
there were no depredations committed, not even a rail from any of the
fenoes disturbed, showing the strict discipline under which they were
kept, while in tlhia prrt of the State. Nt however, on sccount of any
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regzard for us, as one of their Generals asserted’ while at York; b
they knew that if they relaxed their discipline, their army wonld be.
eome 50 demoralized, that they would lose all control of it. Tt was
twelve oclock when we arrived at York, where we mel some friends
retarning from the battle-field, who gave us much valnable informa.
tion as to what we wounld yequive, The most pressing want ssemed
io be tin-ware, wash basing, tin cups, &c., &e., which of eourse we
immediately procured.  Here we dined, and though York had any-
thing but an enviable reputation during the raid, yet we must bear
teatimony to the loyalty and kind hospitality of Mr. Alfred Gartman,
%Fho, though an entire stranger to most of us, gave us o warm welcome,
and o dinner, which in after days, when we were our own cooks and
Wilen our storo reoms were not always luxurionsly supplied, we looked
back upon with longlag eyes. The day had become excessively hat;
and we found that ift we went throogh to Getitysburg, we would
arrive there at night, which would be very undesirable ; so we ascepted
Mr. Blagel's kind invitation, and found a cordial welcome to one of
t'Iml loveliest spots and one of the kindest Christinn homes that an b
met with anywhere.  Mrs. Myers and Mrs, Slagel were unremitting in
their attentions, not only during our stay with them, but while at the
Houpital, supplying onr fable every week with the best their farm
ufforded.

‘We arose invigorated by & good night’s rest, and with & solemn
feeling pervading our kearts, of the responsibilities of eur undertak -
ing and the nearness of our duties. We felt thet God bad so far
smiled vpon vs, and woald not now desert us, and that in His strenpth
we would go forth. Allaronnd was in the height of summer beanty ;
the birds sang in the clear morning sky, and the stately hills Iooked
down on orchards landen with their erimson frait. Though late in
the season, the harvest was just yielding to the sickle. All bere,
was beanty, quietaess and peace, whilst all beyoud was desolntion,
destroction and war. Here we listened to the sweet songs of birds,
whilst within a few miles, the air was laden with shrieks of the
wounded and grosns of the dying.

We were hut a few miles fl;om Gettysburg, when we met the



