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** W wng delighied do find that mo change had tekcn plaee on the venees
ablo Abbey, Lud we tursios his eyes (o @ dillevent guurter of the teva, e
deoiaved that o memed, with & sigh, the Wer dveerir! tbal mimels of
stntclarchiteetare, s dGmeoo the reoallertbrm of svery genning Peiafiy boas,
Bty dbas ! Lhe loarels of imewvation el lovidied the Wee Stoeple with the
dmsr, Aand sflenoel for ever the woebares dank of ibs time-wuen bell,
“pelept the Youmer ¥eentn " —Spoeok o rofseor IEsoR, of (B Juiloe dinmer
Eiven t e, Jomegy Poldic, sy hip Fupiiagnd Friceds oo Fudsleg, 1L Folin-
“rir, 1851



PREFACE,

As I dislike to read a long Preface, it would be ridiculouns in
me to write a long one,  As il is neecssary, however, that
something should be zaid in the way of prefatory matter, T
shall lay before my readers the best acoount of St Ticllock's
Chapel, 50 often referred to in the ** Wee Steeple's Ghaist,”
that 1 have met with., Tt is from the pea of the late Wa
Morserwers, Esq., anthor of ' Jeanie Morrizon,” and
piany ofher pocticul pileces of merit, and is extracled from
the coluwmns of ke Peislky ddverliser, hearing date Sept,
20th, 1884,

Oy Wendugardey morning the workman amploved by M Macturlane,
in lzying water pipes, from the Cunal to his distillory in the Lonewells,
unexpectedly invaded the preciacts of the Thead while careying Oseir
creavpdions (lironeh Castle-atreet. At tha corner of this street they
Babid bare the boncs of sume one or bwe guodly persoanpes of clier times,
sl showvalled forth za many skolls aa might form an excellont ealioet fue
a pheenclogist, or & meet theme whereon some itingrant Llumlet might
maoralize to the admiration of dhe groundlings. Thee of Uhoes: 1 Theqd
powis  graces tha collection of natural nod artiticial enriosities belong-
ing to Me. Rolers Siman, 31, Wellmeadow. At the place wheras thesa
bones were Tound, stood a small ehapel dedicatad 1o 5. Rellock o 36,
Temqaee, to which w barial plage was atiacked. At the dissolution of the
monistery, the chagel was allowed to fall ineo disrepair, and e ol fhe
kivkyaivd appesr, from markings in the Town Records, to have been
sty from year Lo year, Lo tesants, al & rent varving from three to six
pund Becots,  Aboot the year 1612, it was agreed by the Baillles aml
Council, that S, Boffock™s Lirk should be talen down, and te ©° stanes,
timber, and sclait theranf, bestowit npon boilding ana Hospitall,™ “This
was done; and oul of the materials of St Bogus's kirk or chapel rose
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the Alms Ilouwse or Hospitel for “*sax poir men," which stood at the
West [ort.  Tho steople of which (volgarly cafled the Wee Sleende))
wis uialvisedly swept away in the first eballition of some extreordinaey
mareh of mind moevement among the members of the Town Cowsell,
But it iz easler knocking downo an ald sieeple than boilding = new ome,
us the present lmmbled erest of 34, Genrge's choreh to this day con
teatify, At ihe same corner of Caatle-street stood an ancient Cross,
which also fofll w viettm €0 loewl Improvement. ©Of the demolition of
this Croms, Sepmple, an his Contiowation of Crawfurd, speake, bat of
the lirk and kirkyaivd io thai part of the town, he appeard to love
boen quite ignorant,  Tndeod, so entirely lad its memory perished,
ihat wwen traditon had bransnogreified 56 Hollock's kirkyaird inte
“ Bandia Rocl's kailyaird ™ The banes of the dead in Gl puert of te
town secm to have fattened the carth amazingly, The little gardens
Belvind thee hupusas theve e quile cxoberant of fraits sad towors, and
i that of Me, Kobert Sinin we sew with our own eyes, sens gigantic
hollyhoeks, the shevtest of which was 0 feef odd inches, anpd the tallest
12 fzat § inches in hoight.™

A pumber of the smeller picees which appear in this
volnme have, by the kinduess of Mn. Hav, a gentieman fo
whose good taste T have, in wmore than one instance, been
indebted, beow allowed to appear o the ** Pecls’ Cormer™ of
the Paisley Adpertiver; aml, of gourse, must have been ragl
by mwany of my towasmen. With regard to the rest of the
work, I beg my readars to recollect what I suid ln the pre.
fuee to & former volume: that my highest ambition was to
be reckoned respoetable among the minor bards of my native
land, and if Tattain that, to me enviable distinetion, I may
proudly say that my labour has not been in vain.

Parsner, Sepfember, 1840,
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