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PREFACE.

————

Tee volume now offered to the publie is intended to
furnish the pupil his first lessons in Latin, As on Ele-
mentary Drill-book, it aims to supply s want long felt in
our schools. In mo stage of 4 courss of classicnl study is
judicious instruction of more vital importance than in that
which deals with the forms and elements of the Latin lan-
gusge. To the beginner, every thing is new, and requires
minute and careful illustration, He must st the very out-
sot become so familiar with all the grammatical inflections,
with thetr exact form and force, that he will recognize
themn with promptness and cerfainty whercver they oceur.
e must not lose time in uneertain conjecture, whert posi-
tive knowledge alone will be of any real value. Improve-
" ment on this point i3 one of the pressing needs of our
schools. This volume is intended as a contribution to
classical edueation in aid of this particular work. It aims
to lighten the burden of the teacher in elementary drill,
and {0 aid him in grounding his pupils in the first cle-
ments of the Latin language.

It is the unmistakable verdiet of the elass-room, that
theory and practice mnst not be separated in the study of
langmage. The true method of instruction will make am-
ple provision for both. On the one hand, the popil must,
by a vigorous use of the memory, become master of all the
grammatical forms and rules; while, on the other hand, he
must not be denied the luxury of using the koowledge
which he is se laboriously acqniring.

To this just and urgent demand of the class-room, the
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author’s Firet Latin Book, published fiftcen years since, on
the basis of Dr, Arnold’s works, owed its origin. For the
favor with which it was received, and for the generous
intercat with which it has so long been regarded, the anthor
desires here to express his gincere thanks to the numerons
clussical instructors whose fidelity in its usc has contrib-
uted so larpely to its suceess. In the comvietion, however,
that it has now done ite appointed work, he begs lemre to
offer them the present volume s its suceessor.

The great objection to most First Latin Books, that,
however cxcellent they may be in themselves, they are not
cepecially adapted to any particular Grammar, and that
they accordingly fill the memory of the pupil with rules
and statements whichi must, as far as possible, be unlearned
as soon a8 he passea to his Grammar, i3 entively obviated
in this volume. All the grammatical portions of it, cven
to the nombering of the articles, aro introdueed in the
cxact form and lnnguage of tho suthor's Grammar. In-
deed, the paradigms are not only the same a8 in the Gram-
mat, but also ocenpy the same place on the page; so that
even the loeal mssociations which the beginner ro readily
forms with the pages of hig first book may be transferred
direetly to the Grammar,

This work is intended to be complete in itself It com-
prises a distinet outline of Latin Grammar, Exercises for
Double Translation, Suggrestions to the Learner, Notes and
Vocabularies, As an Introduetion to the author's Gram-
mar, Reader and Latin Composition, it discusses and illus-
trates precisely those points which are deemed most cssen-
tial a8 o preparation for the course of study presented in
those works.

FROVIDENCE, R.I., June, 1966,
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