BYRON'S NARRATIVE
OF THE LOSS OF THE
WAGER



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649372065

Byron's narrative of the loss of the Wager by Anonymous

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ANONYMOUS

BYRON'S NARRATIVE
OF THE LOSS OF THE
WAGER

ﬁTrieste






BYRON'S NARRATIVE

OF THE LOSS OF

THE WAGER

WITT AW ACCODOKT QI TINE GREAT
DISTEESEEY SUFFERKEI B HIMSELF AND JIIE COMPANIONE
0% THE COASE 0F PATAGONIA FROM TIE YEak 1740 TILL

TUELE aREIVAL IN ENGLAND 1746

LONDON
HENEY LEGGATT & C0O B3 CORNHILL

HOCLCXENED



ADLE0E
+
FRIATEND A HHATHUHY AHD ETATS,
AIUFERLIA FTRART.



ADVERTISEMENT.

AT g time when every thing connected with
the name of Byron isregarded with such general
imterest, 1t iz & subjeci of surprise and vegret
that no popular edition shonld exist of the
Narrative of Commodors Dyron.  Indeed,. to
procarc any copy at all of the work requires
some tesearch and trouble. To supply this
deficicncy i3 the object of the present pub-
liahers,

Tothe admirers of the illustrious Poet, the
Narrative of the sufferings of hiz prandfather
will, on more than one account, be acceptable.
In the Poews, it 12 often, whether homeorously
or pathetically, alluded to; for instance, in
the mournfully beautiful stanzas to his sister,
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written soon after he left England for the last
time, he says,

A strange doom is thy facher’s son's, and past
Recalling, as it lies bevond vedress ;
Reversed for him cur grendsive's fate of yore,
He had ne rest at vea, nor T on ghore !

Again, in a different mood, in Don Juan,
after having earried his hero through the horrors
of a shipwreck, as disastrous and fatal in itself

and its consequences a8 his imagination could
coneceive, he observes—

B for nome
Hed suffered more—his hardships weve eomparative
To those related in my grand-dad’s Narative.”

To which passage he appends the following
note :—** Admiral Byron was remarkable for
never making a voyage without a tempest. He
was known to the sailore by the facetious name
of ¢ foul-weather Jack.”” Indeed, to this nar-
rative the poet 15 indebted for many of the inci-
dents in thaf surpassing description of * the
dangers of the sea,” The awful “ whispering™
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in which, according to the Admiral, the men
communicated their first horrid thoughts of put-
ting one of their number to death for the support
of the rest, i3 edmirably preserved and ampli-
fied in Don Juan:

# At length one whispered his companion, who
Whispered another, and thus it went round,
And then into s Boarser mirmar grew,
An ominons and wild, aud desperite sound,
And then his comeade’s thought cach sufferer knew,
FTwies but hie own, suppressed dl now, he found :
And out they spoke of lots for flesh and blood,
And who should die to be his fellow's food.™

The germ of the conception of the cave-scenes,
20 beautifully described in the poem, will also
be found here: the fondness of Juan for his
favourite dog, the voracity with which he de-
voured the long-withheld food, and many other
ncidents, were suggested by this Narrative,®

* Captain Inglefield’s account of the loss of the Centaus,
{in September, 1752}, furniched Brron with many of those
trivial incidents, which, s the poet well knew, vender o
story, to mse Gibhons wonds, * circumstancisl and ani-
mated,” instead of “vagne and languid;” the ® eternal
difference between fetion and trath,” The behaviour of
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Te those who would study the charvacter of
Lord Byron; diseover what qualities of his
nature were derived from his ancestors, and
what were peculiarly his own ; who would trace
the effect produced on his writings by early
tastes, habits, and associntions, the narrative
will afford ample material for observation,

Mr. Moore,—who, in paying to genius that
tribute which genius alone can folly pay, has
shewn how thoroughly he understood the cha-
racter of the poet (o character, perhaps, after
all to be felt rather than explained), how well
he appreciated his virtues and the peculiar cir-
cumslances attendant on geniug, which palliate,
if they do not excuse, his forbles,—remarks, that
Lord Byron *“strikingly combined, in his own
nature, some of the best and perhaps worst
qualities that lie scattered through the various

the sailors before the sinking of the ship ; some lashing
themeelves in their hammocks, some paiting on their Test
clothes ; the anil mnde of blankets; the magped piece of
sheet with which they coupght the rain-water; the words
used by the man who frst sww the Jand, &e, &e., are all
Faithfully copted or elightly alteved from Inglefield.
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characters of hig predecessors; the generosity,
the love of enterprise, the bigh-mindedness of
some of the better spirits of his race, with the
irregular passions, the eccentricity, and daring
recklessness of the world’s opinion, that so
much characterized others.” In the character
then of the most famous of those © better
spirits,” as exemphified in his own narrative of
his sufferings and advenlures, we may discern
the source of many of the amiable qualities
which deseended to and adorped the immortal
poet. We shall observe in both the same frank-
ness, generosity, affability, love of excitement,
the same mildoess, and unassuming modesty.
But the contrasts of thetr characters we shall
find even more striking than the resemblances,
We shall see in the sailor the ease and confent-
edness of Spirit arising from its agreement with
the Sphere it moves in—the Soul harmonizing
with the Situation—the Man with the Circum-
staices—the Supply equivalent to the Demand.
We shall see in the poet the  high instincts of
a creatiure moving abeutin worlds not realized ”
—ithe large expectancies, the high anticipations,



