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PREFACE
TO THE THIRTEENTH EDITION.

———

NEARLY sixty years have elapsed since I commenced
my professional caresr by being spprenticed (ms the
feshion then was) to Messrs. Banks snd Jones, of
Ryds, Isle of Wight, practising as Surgeon-Apothe-
caries— the phrase used in those days fo designate
medical general practitioners. Subsequently, I re-
gided as assistans with the late NIr, Wealch, at
Stanstead, in Essex. From thence I went to reside
with Mr, Nedham, of Belgmve Gate, Leicester,
who was a gentleman of great eminence in the
profession, snd who hcld the appointments of
Senior Surgeon to the Leicester County Infirmary,
Fover House, Lunatic Asylum, the County and
Town Ganls, and was, at the sams time, Surgeon
to several charities existing in that town. On
leaving Leicester, and after spending some time as
s student at Guy's, I went to reside with the late
Mr. Stevens, at Pewsey, Wilts. All of these
gentlemen had large practices. At the first and the
last places I had unusual opportunities of studying
my profession in purely agricultural disfriets. el






PREFACE. vii

amount of general experience I did whilst resident
with the gentlemen I have referred to, 1 should,
doubtless, have been much less fit to enter upon the
carger I subsequently followed. _
I have been in some degree led into making theae
observations by the discussion of the subject of
Specialism which has recently appeared in the Lanceé
consequent on some remarks made by a well-kmown
physician, and which have formed the subject of a
‘pro. and con. cormreapondence in that journal by
others, I trust I may not be thomght presamptous,
considering my position, experience, and age, in
expressing my firm conviclion that spesialism, when
practised by men whoe have folly qualified them-
selves by study and experience to practise in all
the various branches of medicine, i3 an unwixed
good, both to the profession and the public, At
all events, I am sure that this is the general
feeling. For example, one of the most common
questions I have asked me by patients and friends
is: “ Who is a good man to go to for the Heart, the
Liver, Lungs, Gout?” and so on, as the case may be.
And I therefore trust that those who sre honesisg






PREFACE
T0 THE ELEVENTHE EDITION.
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It i3 exactly twenty-one years since the First
Edition of this #rochwre was pwblished. At that
tima, after twenty years’ experiomce, I ventured to
assert that the various subjects on which it treats
had, under the combined inflnences of professional
fallacies, popular delusions, and the vilest quackery,
becoms one of the social evils of tha day, and that it
waz time some attempt should be made to stem the
torrent of unnecessery alarm, causeless mental suffer-
ing, and extortion, to which both the real and
imaginary sufferers under certain diseases of the
generative system were daily exposed. With this
ohjeet in view, I endeavoured fo present such &
common sense and plain account of the nature,
consequences, and treatment of the class of maladies
referred to, ey would be at once intelligible and eon-
eoling to those who might in reslity or imaginaticn.



