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. ON THE

. RISE AND PROGRESS
i oF

GEOGRAPHY,

T muft be obvious to every ;me; "

that ArTs and Sciences, when re-
prefented only in their more ripened
State of Improvement, can never com=
municate a full Degree of Information,

unlefs at the fame time the ruder
Stages through which they paffed, be-

* fore they arrived at thae Degree of Per-
B fecion,
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fetion, are minutely traced and known.
A young Architect would never attain
to be Mafter of his Arr, if he had only
feen Buildings, howewer magnificent,

" after the Fabricks were completed. .
For then he could have no Opportunity
of obferving the Breadth or Depth of
the Foundations which are neceflary
for carrying fo great a Weight; he
could know nothing of the Figure and
Contrivance of the Frames by which
the Arches and Vaultings were ‘exe-
cuted ; the Manner of fixing thofe
Beams which bind the different Pafts
of the Walls and Roof together, and
all the various Applicat%:lm of Tugls:
and Engines, Ladders and Scaffolding,
by means of which the Efforts of Art
and Labour were united to complete
the Pile.  For whea the Superfiruéture
is
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is finithed, then all thefe various Im-
plements of Mechanifm are removed,
like Rubbith, from the Spot, and many
of the ableft Exertions of Skill in the
Builder lie covered and out of Sight.

" Geography therefore is, in this Re- -
Ypedt, like every othér Science, whofe
imperfe&t Beginnings ought to be
" traced, and the Time and  Manner
pointed out in which it received its
gradual Improvements. For though
it is far from my Intention to prefix
. any Syftem of Geography before ‘the
few Maps which are now pub!iihf:d by
<y way of Jllultration of my Tables of
Chronology ; yet having found butlirtle
Satisfaltion in any one Author, though
1 have looked into moft of them who
have profeficdly wrote upon this Suba

B a Jeit,
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Jjeét, 1 have, for my own Amufement,
colleCted and digefted from different
Writers, both ancient .and mé-dcrn,
fuch Particulars as I thought meoft in-
terefting for giving the Outline of this
Hiftory of Geography, hoping that the
Leifure and Abilities of others, more
- converfant in this Branch of Know-
ledge,, may be prompted to fupply
more amplf this Defideratum in the -
Hiltory of Learning.

It appears that the early Geographers,
being deftitute of mathematical inftro-
ments and of aftronomical Obferva-
tions, began firlt to determine the Si-
tuation of Places a::n:n':-rding to Cli-
mates; and they were led to fix'upon
thole Climates from the Form and
Colour of certain Animals which were

to
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to be found in thofe different Coun-
tries, ,The Appearance of Negroes, or
what they called E[hiupiansﬁand of
the larger fized Animals, fuch as the
Rhinoceros” and Elephants, fuggefted
1o them the Line of Divifiou where the
Limirs of the Torrid Zone began to-
wards the North, and ended m:ward:
the South. For Reafon, faid they,
points out to u;, that fimilar Thing'rs
‘appear in the fame Temperatare of the
Elements; and that whether they were
Animals or Plants, they are produced
according to the fmilar State of the .
Air or Climate under the fame Paral-
Ms, or a like Sitvation equally diftant
from cither Pole ®. '
* Prolemzi Geogr. lib, 1. cap. g.
By This



