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PREFACE.

In making the following selections from Heine's verse,
the editor was guided by the desite to present to the reader
only those poems to which one might wish or be willing
recur. The complete worka of Heine arc readily accessible ;
and a mumber of specimens have therefore heen omitted
here which wonld have been merely characteristic of certain
phases of Heine's genius when the poet apparently was
working without 8 reason or an zim. Specimens, containing
an utidue mixture In the ttue Lucretian sense of the amarn
aliguid, of unsanctified wit, and warked by a reckless and
conscicnceless 1f not blasphemous wrresponsinlity. Heine's
writings suffered greatly from a hostile censorship during his
lifetime. They have sufered more from the lack of a
friendly censor:zhip since his death, PBut cne must judge
him by the best which he has writien as well as by the
worst, and for the omission of specimens of the latter surely
little apology is needed. 1t is boped that a sufficient variety
has yet been included to indicate fridy the peculiar powers

and passions of the poet, the fine quality of his pellueid
: (i)
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style, his mastery of rippling versification, his conscious and
unconscicus echoings of the traits and themes of the popular
ballad, his varied portrayals of the pangs of despised love,
and all the fancied joy and woe of lovers, his delicate and
picturesque interweaving of the life of nature with the life
of man in mutual suggestiveness, his eloquent pictures of
the sea in storm and calm,— no common reftaim in German
song, — his uncootrolled pnd harlequin  witticisros, his
chronic cynicism and wanton travesties of sentiment, his
guick and merciless perception of the unlovely foibles and
Indicrous weaknesses of his nation and his race, his stinging
innuendocs against the decadent aristoceacy of the old
régime, hia genuine though ineffective devotion Lo his land,
and to Israel too, his hatred of their arbitrary oppressors,
his heedlesely patriptic utigranees, alternating with the
jingling of the jester’s bells, and the final flickenng dirges
of his valiant but unavailing struggle with disease and death.

It 15 easier to be generows to Heine than to be just; for
justice to so inconsistent a personality would require the
most painful connter-balancing of opposing qualities.  Bvety-
where in his poetry we trace the continual conflict of the
impulse toward a high and serions purpose with the stronger
impulse to deride and to deny. In lm the noble gift of
poetic expression was entrusted (o unworthy and even
frivolous hands. His was a life without & moml centre ;

and in the midst of his most moving ucterances one must
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ever question his absohite sincerity. But despite all half-
indignant douhts, his lyrics still beguile the unwary heart,
and his airy mockery charms and entertzins, Nor can we
refuse to recognize in his political staneas the voice of a
lover of his country, uplifted in behalf of greater civil as
well as greater intellectual liberty.
HoraTio 5. WHITE.
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