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PREFACEL

Tuese Lectures were delivered by me last
winter, at the request of the “ National Union
of Uonservative Associations,” to various audi-
ences of (lonscrvative working-men, both in
London and the country. As my only object
in writing them was to extend to my fellow-
countrymen a knowledge of the leading facts
and principles of our Constitution, I endea-
voured, as far as possible, te avoid giving
expression to anything like party-feeling, and
confined my attempts to placing before my
hearers those salient points in onr gystem of
Government, without some knowledge of
which no man can be considered justly en-
titled to. give an opinion on pelitical questions.
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The temperate tone I studied to maintain
throughout these Lectures was approved by
audienices that included, besides Conserva-
tives, Liberals of all shades of opinions.

It is hoped that the ‘Crown and its
Advisers’ may serve as a uscful constitu-
tional Manual, and be the means of causing
many to examime more fully for themselves
the working of that great machine, tho State.
If it should help to make our working-classes
understand & whit beftar the nature of the
constitution under which they have the happi-
ness to live, and indoce them to search for
themselves the pages of our great constitntional
authoritios, instead of being content with mere
“ clap-trap” opiniong, the cbject of the Author
will be most fully gained.

It only remains for me to make my grate-
ful acknowledgments to the writers on our
Constitution and its Hietory from whose rich
gtores I have so freely drawn, and to whose
antecedent labours these Lectures are indebted
for their existence. The following is a list of
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the chief authoritics I have consulted : May's
* Constitutional History’ and * Parliamentary,
Practice ;* Cox’s * Institutions of the English
Government ;° Alpheus Todd, ¢ On Parlia-
mentary Government in England ;' Hallam’s
 Constitutional History of England;’® Black-
stone’s ¢ Commentaries on the Laws of Eng-
land ;’ the Historios of England by Hume,
Lingard, and Mackintosh ; Cooke's ° History
of Party;’ Earl Grey, ‘On Parlizmentary
Government.;” R. Palgrave’s © Lecturcs on the
Hquse of Commons;’ R, Dudley Baxters
“Englich Parties and Congervatism:’ De
Lolme, ‘On the Constitution’ edited by
Stephens; Dod’s * Parliamentary Compan-
ion;’ *Eneyclopedia Britannica ;” and vari-
ous constitutional articles in the Edinburgh,
Quarterly, and Saturday Reviews. To those
works in italies 1 am under the decpest ob-

ligations,

Jurior Casrron Cuoe,
ety 1870



