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PREFACE.

The Manchester Goethe Soeiety was founded in 1886 in
comnexion with the English Goethe Society, and through it with
the Weimar Goethe Gesellschaft, the opening meeting being
held at the Schiller Anstalt in October of that year. Several of
the addresses and papers read before the Soeiety were printed in
the Proceedings of the English Soceiety, viz., Paper I, in Vol. 11,3
Paper X1. in Vol. 1v.3 Papers V1., XIL, X%, and XX10 in Vel. v.3
and Papers XXIL, Xxv,, and XxviiL in Vol, vi. When, in 1891,
the re-comstructed English (roethe Society formally enlarged its
scope, and substituted “ The Work and Thought of Goethe and his
Literary Contempararies” for * (foethe’s Work and Thought,”
the Manchester Society was unable to agree to the change. In
1893 it was determined to print and distribute to the members
a volume eontaining (1) summaries of all the papers vread before
the Society; (2)a small selection of papers printed in full, to
which were added twe on Goethe's Views on Edacation which
were being printed for other purposes: (3) a catalogue of the
contents of the Society’s libwary, which is housed in the (hwens
College. Thiz volume will, it is hoped, give an outline of the
literary work of the Bogiety, and illustrate the fact that the
gtudy of Goethe's work and thoupht is, so far from being
exhausted, really only just beginning in this conntry. Besides
this literary work the Society has, on its open nights, given
musgical renderings of Goethe’s poetry, and on one oceasion
tableanx from hiz worls, i
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