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GEORGE FOX:

L APORTLE OF EYAMGELICAL, BPIRITUAL CHRISTIANITY.

It iz wonderful to see how the lapae of time
our illugions, in regard to many of the
e emergency, which called
fier the transient » Whi
them forth from obscurity, h:uy passed away,
their popularity and even their very names
are often equally forgotten.

Perhaps, too, some evidences of * selfish
motive or of personal weakness of character;
come to light after their career has ended,
which aadly tarnish the brightness of the{r
fame, and weaken or destroy the reveremce
once felt for their example and their services.

This has even been the case too often with
the ‘heroes of the Christian Church; and to
the causes already stated of the decline of
their influence, are also to be added the errors
of doctrine, which may, without intention,
bave crept into their teachings and which a
more enlightened age discovers and rejecta.

In one, or other, of these lists may be found
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the names of several of the Reformers, and
some even of the Martyrs of the Church, in
past ages; and we charitably turn away from
their failures and their errors of docirine or
practice, and try to think only of the good
they have done,—the services they have ren-
dered to the cause of eivil or religious libert
or even of the gospel itself, in their day an
tion.,

‘Wiih the subject of this notice, however, we
claim that no such charitable consideration is
Eakaﬂ or meeded. His character Bh.ﬂmk n:E

ay B8 kis apthority as oo en
alﬁiamdl:lfi?tea.chiug nstyauund and ungues-
tionable, a5 in the age when he etartled all
England with his trumpet call to the Church,
to return to its primitive simplicity and purity.

It wonld seem that no recent progress of
doetrine or practice in the Church at large,
no more vivid realization of the ecriptural
obligations of the Christian religion, in 12 in-
fluence on the daily life of the believer, can
disturb his theology, or even prove to be in
advance of his actual example.

Haa the light of Christianity revealed to its
earnest believers everywhere, in our day, the
inconsistency of slavery and intemperance
with the gospel of Christ? George Fox

hed and practised the same doctrines

m hia yhood. Nay more, he an-
ticipated, :ne?wmt far beyond, the present
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conscienca of the Christian Church, in re-
to the fearful erime of national war-

and bloodshed, which has proved such

& scourge to the rurld and in many other
points of Christian doctrine and ractice, the
church yet Iags far behind his clear, ringing
interpretation l}f the Holy Sﬂﬂptﬂ.ﬁﬂ, in re-
ard to the spiritual nature of the gospel of

m- -

Truly, as Hobert Barclay declares, the
truth B8O t.u.u ht was “not & revelation of any
gggﬂl ut it was -4 new revelation of
old gospel;” and hence the safe
nmi permanent character of the structure
What Tenn; of England’s
at Teon B8 ngland’ t
military ca mﬁy ﬁum truthfully hegr?ﬂ-
clared of that pure, carncst, simple and yet
%‘muenﬂj wma Christian reformer,
s
Whatever record leap to light,
He pevar ghall be shamead.”

I purpose to select from the writings of this
distinguished man, some short definite
gions of the views which he held, and the
doctrines which he promulgated, on some
questions which are now agitating our branch
of the Church ; and on which his acknowledged
suthority has 'I:kaen, in some quarters, greatly
misrepresented or misunderstood. Iu doing

80, I would always make such extracts from
1%
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the earliest editions of his writings, conve-
niently sccessible; believing that one great
cause of the present confused condition of
this branch of the Christian Church, in our
landg has been the recent introduction of par-
tial and modified editions of the lives and
writings of members of our Bociety, who have

passed away,

owever excellent the intentious of thess
modern compilers may have been, their prae-
tice hes resulted in greai detriment to tha
Truth itself, a2 well as in the most serious in-
Jﬂntm;::ﬂﬂ]}e characters nf“d-lhc i Bﬂl;]il;;
intenti ¥ misrepresen Ay more,
injory has been lasting and widespread, to all
thoss who have attempted to follow these im-
aginary examples, and to govern their own
action, or to modify their own views, by an
inflexible adherence to certain preeise stand-
ards of doctrine and practice, thus incorrectly
held forth for cur imitation.

To such an extent has this been done that,
instead of our forefathers being shown to us
a8 they really were, (and, as Paul and Barnabas
declared to the men of Lystra, they were also,)
“men of like passions as ves,” these
eminent patterns of our human natore have
been almost canonized as saints, and have been
forced to appear in one uniform and impos-
sible character.

Like the bed of Procustes, this ideal stand-
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ard of these compilers must be conformed to
by all their subjects; if they were too short for
it, they were lovingly stretched to fit it, if
they were too long, they were judiciously
clipped to the needed measure ; until all in-
dividuality of character and independence of
thought, seem to have been lost sight of, in
this artificial mlmpulmnn bi' the modern
rephere of our early Friends.

r fﬂmfnthm were noble man, of origi-
nal cast of thought and in of
action; diverse in their views, not only on
minor topics, but on important practical
questions ; yet with earnest convietions om
many common doetrines, sod with a wide
Christian toleration fug the dweﬁim of
opinion, appearance and practice, w pre-
yailed amongst them.

Gathered 10 & few years from all of
gociety and all H-H-t-lﬂﬂﬂ in life, the ri d the
r, the learned and the unedumte& Cava-

"and Roundheads, Churchmen ‘and Puri-
tans, this diversity and this toleration were
matters of necessity, and were universally
undﬂlat:;?id by the community smong whom

iv

e of the sorrowful results of the great
Unitarian h which, within fifty years

t, has swept through the various branches
of the ﬂhnman Ghurch. and which actually
divided our own, has been an entire confusion
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of the offices and of the separate and distinet
work of the Holy Bpirit, in the hearts of the
sinner and the believer respectively.

Many Iy people, who were not positively
led away by that heresy, seem still to be tinet-
ured with it, onconscipusly to themselves; and
they really believe, and accordingly so teach,
that our early Friends held and promulgated
the doetrine that, an unregenerate man, by the
aid of the “light within” might gradually
grow up from & stale of nature into a state
of grace, They say that, by this inver light,
they can “work out their own salvation,” and
that the Holy Spirit teaches and guides the
gjnner, in the same manner as He teaches and
guides the beliover in the Lord Jemus Christ,

Now George Fox, the founder of our So-
ciety, held no sueh erromeous opinion, but
proclaimed exactly the opposite doctrine. He
taught that the hght of Christ showed the
sinner his lost and undone condition, and led
him to Christ his Saviour, from whom that
"l.igd]t within'' came; and that it was only when
he had repented and believed the Gospel, and
known his sins washed away in the blood of
Chrizt, that the Holy Bpirit became his
teacher and guide and Comforter, as He al-
mgu is of the believing child of God.

fthe many clear evidences of hiz belief and
his teachings on this vitally important subject,



