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PREFACE,

URS is a midway civilization. It is

a blending of old and new, faith

and reason, reaction and progress. The
political boss, the financial exploiter and
the ecclesiastic walk side by side on our
streets with the teacher, the inventor
and the scientist. In the same building
one group of people may be discussing
the Roentgen rays or spinal anesthesia,
while another group is listening to a
trance lecture by a Spiritnalist medium.
Signor Marconi, the perfector of wireless
telegraphy, and Kharifeh, the Egvptian
palmist and astreloger, may reside in
adjoining suites of the same hotel; and
each have a large and enthusiastic fol-
lowing. In the same library you may

find **The Riddle of the Universe,”’ by
{iii)
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Haeckel ; and ' Seience and Health,"
by Mrs. Eddy., In the same inail-bag
there may be a letter from Lidison, an-
nouncing a new invention ; and a “eon-
secrated ' postearc from a faith-lealer,
destgned to cure a case of chronie dys-
pepsia.

Just as there 15t every human body
a vermiform appendix,—a useless and
dangerons remnant carried up from some
lower stage of existence ; so there are in
our immature civilization similar sur-
vivals of wedievalism and even barbar-
s, These appendices may remain
harmless and unnoticed for years; but
they may at any time cause intense pain
and possibly death.  Neither the physi-
cal nor the social body are safe as long
as these tag-ends are atlowed to exist in
it ; and it is with the desire to prevent a
threatened attack of national appendi-
citis that this ook has been written,

The particular appendix which the
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writer desires to have removed is known
by the generic name of Jyséicesm ; and
the symptows that have brought it into
recent prowinence have been the extra-
ordinary growth of the Christian Science
and Mental Science delusions. This
recrudescence of medievalism calls for
prompt action on the part of those who
valne common sense and scientific meth-
ods, Those who take for granted the
freedom and advancement of the twenti-
eth eentury, and are unaware of the des-
perate conflicts that were waged by sci-
entists and thinkers to emancipate us
from mystical superstitions, are being
deceived by the new forms in which
these superstitions are being revived,
Credulity in all its inystical phases 1s a
crime against social progress. It 1sim-
possible to perpetuate a civilization based
on scepticism and the endeavors of hu-
man reasou, if the crednlity and devout
faith of the Middle Ages be revived.
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This hook is, therefore, an attempt to
draw the line sharply bhetween rational-
ism oand superstition. It is an attempt
to point out and eritically examine cer-
tain mvstieal tendeneies which should
have mo place i onr practical, level-
headed American civilization. It is not
meant to be read by those frail, non-
committal people to whom a robust
thonght gtves dvspepsia of the brain,
If such an one buwvs it by accident, he
had better exchange it for a vear's sub-
scription to some metaphysical monthly.

The conclusions of the writer have
been reached, not only by a study of
mystical books and magazines, but by an
investigation of the effects of mysticism
upon the mind and character, covering a
period of eight vears. Thus the charges
that are made are all founded upon facts,
and can be substantiated by a myrnad of
instances,

The thinkers and doers of this new
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century are too busy to read large books
and therefore, as it is for them that this
hook has been written, every proposition
has been condensed into as few words as
possible. There has been no attempt to
either arouse or couciliate prejudice.
No fact has been omitted merely hecause
it is unpleasant to hear. No pretence
has been made to answer the unanswera-
ble, or to explain the universe.

In short, this book is but an outline of
what an exhatstive work on this subject
should be. Much is left to the reader.
If any suggestion in its pages be the
means of enlisting in the service of ra-
tionalism some writer of more ability and
leisure, the purpose of the author will
have been accomplished.

HERBERT N. CASSON.
New York City.



