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PREFACLE.

This beok has been writtén and published for the purpose of fur-
nishing our patrons and athers with ageurate and full information
on the subject of silo comstruction and the making of sllage. It
has been our alm to pregent the sublect in a clear, matter-of-fact
manner, without flourish or rhetorie, believing that the truth con-
cerning the advaniages of the siloing system is good enough. The
testimony presentad, which iz purposely kept close to the exper-
lence of authorities on feoding subjects in and outistde of experl-
ment stations, will abundantly prove, we balleve, that the equip-
mant of a dairy or gtock farm in almost soy part of (he world is
fio longer complele without one -or more sllos on it

The now chapter on "Silage Crops for the Ssmi-Arld Reglons
anid for the South” will be of widespread Interest to thousands in
the Great Southwest, and the chapters on “The Summer Silo.”
and *The Usa of Hilage in Bosf Production,” will be found espe-
cially timely. Chapter IIL covers o great variety of silos made of
material other than wood, In all other respects the book has been
ravieed and bropght up to date,

In order that a work of this kind be acourate pmd reliable, and
bear the scrutiny of gclentific readers, the use of o number of
gcientlfic terme and phrases ls rendered necezsary, and in order
that these may be meore readily comprehended by agriculfurists,
a eomprehensive glogsary of such terms 18 incloded, following the
iast chapter, which éan be referred to from time to time, or can
be studied previous to reading the book,

In the complilation of certain parts of the book and in the
revision of the "Feeder's Guide” we have had the valuable a=sigt-
ance of Prof Woll, of California Experiment Station, formerly of
Wiseotisin, author of "A Book on Sllage”™ and "A Handbook for
Farmers and Dailrymen” TFree use of the former book has been
mads in the preparation of this volume, as well as of experiment
station publications treanting the subject of silage.

Hoping that this latest revision of "Modern Silage Methods™
will prove belpful ta onr patrong, and incidentally sngsest to them
that the “OHIN" Sllage Cotters and Blower Elevators are manu-
factured by us, wo are.

Very truly,
THE EILVER MFG&G. C0O,
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Modern Silage Methods.

INTRODUCTION,

Thirty years ago few farmers knew what a silo was, and fewer
gtill had ever seen a silo or fed allage to thelr stock. Today gilos
ars ag common as barn bulldings in many farming districta in this
country, and thouzands of farmers would want to quit farming
if they conid not have szilage to feed to their stock during the
larger portion of the year. Thirty years ago it would have been
necessary Lo begin A book deseribing the silolng system with
definitions, what {3 meant by silos and silage; now all farmera
who read agriculiural papers or attend agriculiural or dalry con-
ventlons are at least familiar with these wordsa, ¢ven If they have
oot had 8 chance to become [amiliar with the appearance and
properties of silage. They know that o SILO 18 an ale-tight struc-
ture used for the prezervation of green, coarse fodder In o suecu-
lent condition, and that SILAGE iz the feed taken out of a silo.

We shall later see which crops are adapted for silage making,
but want to state hore at the ootzet that Indian corn 8 pre-
eminently the American crop =uited to be pressrved o slloz, and
that this crop is sfloed far more than all other kinds of crops put
together. When the word sllage Iz mentloned we, therofore, in-
gtinctively think of corn =silage. YWe shall alza follow this plan in
the dipcusaions in this book; when only silage is spoken of we
mean silage made from the corn plant; if made from other erops
the name of the crop iz always glven, as clover silage, peavine
silage ,ete,

History of the Silo.—While the zilo In one form or another
dates back to antiguity, it was noi uniil the latier part of the
soventies that the building of silos intended For manufacture of
eilage hegan In thia country, In 1882 the Unlted Stales Depart-
ment of Agricobture could find only ninefv-one farmers in this
country who uged silos, During the last twenty-flve yoars how-
ever, slloz have graduoaliy become general In all sections of the
country where dairyving and stock-ralsing are Important indus-
tries; It f= likely, if o cepnsus were taken of the number of silos
in this country today, that we would And betwesn a  half



5 INTRODUCTORY.

ond thres-fourths of a million of them. Wisconsin alone, ac-
copding to & report fssued by the Orange Judd publications,
had 41,530 silox on Jan, 1, 1014, and figuring the same ratio
of increase for 1914 as for 1913, would have 52334, The
game report showed 130,33 silos In thirteen dalry states of the
Misziggippl valley and the 1914 incrcuse figuring as aboves would
indicate a total of 1708537, The most rapld strides in silo build-
ing, however, have been made in the Southwest. On Sept. 1st,
1314, thers were 3,560 silos in Texas and 4300 more under con-
siruction. In Kansas there were 1,157 siloz In March 1514 and
taking tha report as authentic that there wers only &) silos in the
state in 1909, the increase in the five ¥ears amounts to 11500 per
cenl, Oklahoma pilos increaszed B per eent, in 1913 alone. Not
only has the use of sllos spread to every sectiom of the United
States, but the corn belt has been pushed steadily northward, with
the result that the building of =ilos 18 making headway In Mani-
toba, Alberia, SBasgkatchewan, British Columbia and the Cenadian
Northwest generally. During the past two yvears there has been
a wonderful Increase in the Interest taken In the subjlect, an In-
terest fostered by the example set by the Canadian Government
Experimental Farms and the lterature avallable from them.

The =ile stands today among the most important, practical and
profitable adjnnetz of the farm. It is & big dividend-paying in-
vostment-—not on expense. It has long beep conzidered o necessity
on thousands of dalry farms and we find most of them in the
states that rank first as dairy states viz: New York, Wis-
conein, Iowa, Ilinels, Pennsylvania, etc. The farmers that have
had most experience with silage are the most enthusiastic advo-
cates of the sloing svstem, and the testimony of intelligent dalry-
men all over the country ls strongly in favor of the silo, Said a
New York farmer recantly in one of our main agricultural papers:
“T would a8 soon try fto farm without a barn as without a sfle”
amd another wrote, T wouldn't take a thousand dollars for my
afle if T eculd not replace 16" The well-known agricultural writer,
Joseph B Wing, saye: “No stock feeder who grows corn can
afford to lznore the sllo” “Baff Jersey," an IHinols datry farmer
and writer on agricultural tepics, declares his fafith in silage as
follows: "I am fully satisfled that gllape 18 & better feed, and a
cheaper one, than our pastures" Another writer says: “The sllo
to my¥ mind presents so0 many advantages over the syatem of



