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T0 THE READER.

e— .

You have here a very marvellons history, which
one while may call to your recollection some incident
recorded in some book of the Old Testament, or in
one of the four (lospels, at another may read to you
like & page out of some old romance or eastern fairy
tale. Nevertheless, it is a narrative of actnul events,
neither rated nor embellished. Tt is the his-
tory of one of the most wonderful men that the world
ever saw, whother in ancient or in modern times ;
wonderful for his wirtoes, his labours, bis achieve-
menta, and for the miracles he wronght in the Name
of Jesus and by the power of God.

Francis Xavier was a BSaint, and be was an
Apostle. He bad the gifts of an spostle, and be
performed the works of an apoetle. His mission
was twofold : on the one hand to referm the manners
of the in the Indies, whose lives were &
disgrace to their Christian profession ; on the other,
to carry the Gospel to the pagan populations of the
East. Tt ie im the secomd of these two charncters,
bowever, that his glory ahines with the greatest lustre;
gnd he stands before vs as the father and tbe founder
of Miseions to the Heathen in these latter days

This eketch of bis life is intended for the faithful ;
for those, at least, who really belisve every miracle
recorded in the Holy Seriptares ; who really believe,
for instance, that Mosea paused water to flow out of
s hard rock ; that Samson, with the jaw-bone of an
asz, slew a thonsand men ; that ravens Elisa
bread snd flesh in the wilderness, snd the dumb sss
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Eulm to Balaam with the voice of a man; that
fiseus multiplied bread, divided the river Jordan
with the garment of Elias and made the iron head
of an axe swim in ite waters; that the sick and
diseased were healed, and evil spirits expelled, b
bandkerchiefs and aprons which 8. Paul had touch

8. Francis Xavier also wrought miracles, and many
very strange and astonishing miracles. He changed
ealt water into fresh ; tigers turned and fled before
him ; & crab-fish bronght him his erucifix, which ha
had loat in the sea. He healed the sick by a word,
or by sending to them his crucifix or rosary; he
gave hearing to the deaf and sight to the blind, and
raised the dead ; he restored life to & man whose
body wes already putrefying in the grave. He
calmed the raging tempest, and put to Bighi a whole
army of infidels. By a gingle diseourse he converted
five bundred souls.

These miracles, of course, rest pot on the same
suthority as those of Holy Beripture, which ia the
ingpired Word of God ; but they are authentic facts
of history, and never have facts been examined with
more serupulous care, or been ascertained with more
juridical oxactness.® The miracles of Franeis Xavier
(as his biographer Bouhours observes) were not
mimcles wrought in private, or received on the tes-
timony of a few inturested persons, but they were,
for the most part, public matters of fact; attested
'l:]? a whyle city or kingdom, and by witnesses many

whom were Mahometans or pagans. Not a few

* The ball of cancnization rebearses almont all the mirscles
given in the asiot’s life. Those which the bull omits ere
contained in the acts of the process. ** Tha Pope ** (says Bon-
honrs) ** added in his bull, that the lamps which hong before
the image which was vepernted at Cotata, ofien burmed with
holy water, as if they bad been foll of oil, to the great astons
ishment of the beathens,''
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of them were what are called standing miracles:
their eflects remained, so that they who were incre-
dulous were able to satisfy their doubts. And all,
or at least the most striking of them, were attended
by-snch consequences ns confirmed their truth beyond
dispote ; namely, by the eonversion of kings and of
kin 8 beretofore most hostile to the Christian
faith., He bad received a mission from God for the
conversion of the nations of the East, and his
marvellons successes testified to the reality of his
apostolio gifta.

Bat, after all (as the mme asuthor continnes),
“mnothing ean give a stronger confirmation of the
saint's miracles, than his exint-like life.,” And what
if they wera so very wonderful ? * Faith is able to
remove mountaine,” and * nothing is impossible to
him that believes” 8. Francis had this supernatoral
faith; he had also an undoubting confidence in Ghod,
aad & heart on fire with divine love. If, therefore,
he wrought wonderful miracles, he wae also himself
o miracle of sanctity.

Nor let it be ohjested that the saint spparent]
wronght aven fmar wonders than Christ himself,
for so alao did the Apostles. We do not read,
for instanee, that Jesus, like 8. Pater, converted
3,000 or 5,000 perscna by & single sermon ; or that
His shadow healed the sick and cast out devils, as
did that of the same apostle. So was it to be in
the order of redemption. Jesus had not yet been
glorified ; He bad not yet ascended to the Father,
or sent down the Holy Ghost, or consolidated His
Church. DBut when this had been accomplished, He
empowered His apostles to manifest His glo?.
Accordingly, be it observed, the miracles which the
apostles wrought, they wroaght, oot in their own
names, but in that of their Divine Master : and o
also was it with the saints and the ministers of Jesus;
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the power they hhnd. came Erdum Him, and was exerted
to promote His honour and glory.

The greater, therefore, and the more admirable,
have heen the miracles of saints and apostolic men,
the more thereby has Jesus been honoured and
oxalted. And, indeed, that they performed such
transcendent works, transcending in the eyes of men
even those that were wrought by Christ himself,
was but the fulfilment of His own predietion and
promise: “ Amen, amen, I say to voo, he that
believeth in Me, the works that I do, he also shall
do; and greater than thess shall he do: becanse I
go to the Father.” (John xiv. 12, 13.)

Let these words, then, be the motto, as they are
the key, to the wonderful history that follows.
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CHAPTER 1.

HIE BARLY LIFE AND VOOATION.

Apour three hundred and fifty years thers
stood at the foot of the Pyrenesn mountains, between
twenty and thirty miles distant from the town of
Pa una, the fine old castle of Xavier. The
family to which it belonged was one of the noblest
in Bpain, being deseonded from the royal house of
Navarre. At the time our history begins, this castle
was in the possessivn of Don John de Jasso, a noble-
man of great merit, holding one of the chief places
&t the court of John LiL., king of Navarre. He had
married a lady equall rqm:ﬁnh[ﬁ for her beanty
her understanding, and her virtnes, whose name was
Mary Aspiloueta Xavier. Bhe was heiress to two
of ﬂu most illustrions families in the kingdom; and
the castla from which her pame was damad,hud
been granted some eenturies before to one of her
ancestors as a reward for his great serviees to the
erown. Her surname of Xavier, to which a par-
ticular glory thus attached, was perpetuated in the
family by being eonferred on several of her children,
and, among the rest, on the youngest, who was ealled
Francis, and who, by his wonderful deeds and extra-
ordinary sanctity, was to render it atill more glorions
end imperishable. He was born April Tth, 1508,
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