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PREFATORY NOTE.

URITED STATES GEOLOGICAL AND
GEOGRAPHIOAL SURVEY OF THE TEREBITORIES,
Washington, D. C., June 10, 1877,

During the year 1854, while engaged in exploring the then almost
unkoown country along the Upper Missonri and ita tributaries, the
writer of this note commenced the work of collecting vocabnlariea of tha
languages and other ethnological data respecting the Indians of the
Northwest. He continued this work at intervals during a period of
aboutsix years, and the materials thus accumnlated were finally published
in 1862 io the * Transactions” of the American Philosophical Society
of Philadelphis, ander the title of “Contributions to the Ethnography
and Philology of the. Iudian Tribes of the Missouri Valley”. A brief
sketch of the Hidatsa Indians, aud an incomplete vocabulary of their
language, was included in that work.

The author of the present volame, Dr. Washington Matthews, asaiat-
ant surgeon United States Army, spent some years among thess In-
dians while stationed at a military post in performance of hia official do-
ties a8 & medical officer of the Army, During this period he paid great
attention to the same subject, observing the manners, ¢costoms, and
other characteristics of these Indians, and making a close and earefo!
study of their language. In this way were secured the materials upon
which, elaborated with the ntmost care and with conspicuous ability,
the preasut important memoir is based.

Dr. Matthews's earlier studies of the subject resalted in a Hidatsa-
Boglish and English-Hidatsa vocabulary, prefaced by an essay on the
grammatical stracture of the language. A small edition (100 copies) was
printed by Mr. J, G. Shea as one of his series of American Lingunistics. )
At the reqoest of the writer,—who earnestly desired to push to eomple-
tion the work he had long since nndertaken, but was compelled by pres.
sure of other engagements to suspend,—Dr. Matthews spent mueh time
in entirely remodeling and greatly enlargiog the scope of his paper, to
include the ethnography as well as the philology of the triba. His final
resalt is herewith preseoted.

Besides revising and adding mueh new matter to the vossbualaries, Dr.
Matthews bas here made those other important additions, withont which
the article conld hardly have been considered monographic, The whole
of the “ethnography ” and ¥ philology * are new. The manner in which
the work has been accomplished reflects great eredit upon the author
and opon the Medieal corpa of the Army, whose capacity for scientific
work Dr. Matthews honorably illnstrates in his own person. Of the
valoe of the work as a contribution to American Ethunology, little need
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w PREFATORY NOTE.

be said; I regard it as the most important memoir on our aboriginal
Indian languages which has appeared since the Dakota grammar and
dictionary, by Bev. 8. R, Riggs, was pablished by the Smithsonian In-
atitution.

It was originally intended to publish this treatize aga portion of a
general work on Indian ethnography now in course of preparation by
the undersigned. The delay in its appearance which sach conrse wonld
entail, and the great merit of the work here accomplished, render it de.
sirable, in justice both to the antbor and to the subject, that it sbould
appear as a separate publication.

As circumstances rendered it imposaible for the anthor to attend per-
sonally to the work during its passage through the press, the duty of
superintending its pablication devolved upon Dr. Elliott Cones, U. 8.
A., to whom the thanks of the Burvey are dne for the careful manner in
which he has accomplished the task.

F. V. HAYDEX,
Unifed States Geologist.
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