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HEREDITY, VARIATION AND
GENIUS.

|

Evenyaony is what hig typically s begomse his
progenitors were what they were, like having
begniten il lilke ; be mberils the form, traits and
qualitics ol the siock from wlieh b procesds.
o 1he mrolecular structure of the minute Serom of
him, witl ks tnllions of comstituent atoms and
their ordered mezes of intocale modions, lurked
1he predispoetions or plins ol hiz casential sirsc-
ture, form und gqualities @ in that httle bosk were
all his members wiilien when as vel there were
nore of them.  ‘That isan opinion which, hased on
the experience of all Lhe world, emerges plainly in
sl popular savings s thad Te comes of o good
stack, thal ewles do not breed doscs, thai onc
cannot gather mapes ol thomes or bps of thistles,
that whatl = bred in the bone will aul 1u the
flesh, and in the old Hebrew proverb—net gquite
braseless perhaps althowgh savayely denounced by
Ispiah—ilat when the fathers have eaten sowr
grapes  the childrens teeth are set on edpe
wherein lies truly not the broad slatement of a
general Luw of heredity only but afso a just appre
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2 Mevedity, Farmtion and Gentns

hemsion of 1he predomnant part whicl: the quality
of the stock playa in e transission of qualities
and the foundazion of character.  Alwavs o hasic
Fndt in The stock is liable or likely to appear in
one oy ancther aifapring of parents who them-
sefves have snown no sizo of o) the bad strexk,
Alphaens-Tride, having gone under for a while o
come awrain b the awclaes Bn the streanm of
diescent,  No ong, be lus aims and amhbitions,
los regrets and  resolves, his Ioompls and mis-
haps whuat thew may, evades the feteof Thiz. A
fgation.  ITogpyp he then swha, looking back on
sl ARy, S ezl m e I'i_llil_:| confi e
of a pood descent @ in 2l changes and chances ol
kife 1t shall sknd Do i gooad slead.

Bezides the manilesl tahenitanee of plvssead s
mental featzres of bath parencs cither in the
samae Formms er o eaeton? bBlepds aned pooportions
offzpring exbinit fcaturcs nat ¥isible o cidbee of
(hem, not even il may be in their Enown ancestry.
Every one has s sy oorisy, beiny essentially
frimacdl, nat anatoer zell, acdwilhstanding . the
multitude of selves that are and are likely to be.
Diverzalies 1o nct oal Bl sighl seem s malocld
amd pecessary s Hodacs Lo @ child ta cesemble
s faller ar meoclicr,  Whenes comes the mmvenisom
which the now teatore =7 Samcheose from the
urmzon of e spectal qualites of fwo stocles com-
positions of germinal elements issuing in arganic
variations have taken effece, Dot o thal sfrange
at all ¥ Compositions an grgunig  oalures oo



Heredity. Variation and Geniny 3§

more Ehan mere mixtores of mallers.  As chemical
bodies unite to form componneds having properties
unlike theose of sither contponent it i3 not sur-
prising 1hat 1be vital umion of the inAniéely com-
'Fr]t‘q.'f. and suimcrous consbituents of the germinl
plasm, containing essentially the qualitics of twa
vl and thewr respechive stocks—reaching
ack indeed to the very beginnings of hife—should
arigimits varbitions.” Tt woield Do omsore steadnec
if 1 wers not 0. Considering the innomerible
vaneties of pemsooal faatores which men and
WOIRCT Present, ne DwWe 1A0es Nor D0 vaices nar
b gadts being exocliv alile, and refloctingeg thal
what is cdisplaved aoteaodly imosl, soto speak, Luve
been cantained esacotially in ihe woermost of the
minute germ, the wisible hospoaking thad which I
i inwisihle, il dso oplain fae thess are  innale

* The perind daring whick oranic 1ife ks been ol on

this '|1":.1'|r'. faaliFererily calitaed. Bla-l G poerls g Lhad i
was Do 003 b a0 wibliae vears, while some asdm more
tham domble that thies: A lerpan soiccbs, iaking the leavest
.*:'.rl'.|'r:||r|rin|1, Razin inaginacico roaliaad (e 100 oilliog YRuLs
dora alayy sssicring Ui proper groportion of - boers aml minates
to the socoessive greological pecads.  Aceneding 1o thal estimmie
the koman perdad woecld 5Be fwa sndeotes, and 0 e Bissorie
perical Deoesihmabed ab 0000 vears T wonld e Sve secunds of
the imnppined dzy and the Chrstzon periced in that cRss dwe
sevondae A bt & period ) oleacd Clristian o logisls, L
faldal its destined (unczioa of segenssabing mankind, when
arrgint fe taienal the mory millico vaars dosing whish eoong
beas midllionz o ke e dis] onrepenecace, Unwictngg ol the
tmanscendent event ob LEs fnture fedemption and powerbess (o
praofit by it
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germinal diferences, oredizposdions of Clements
ftled to prow into defnite structural characters,
aned that valize bodity amed nental gualities are as
imuely o the paduea] crcer ol thines as hlkenesses,
And i dnnate  permicol differsoces, then active
elecive alhmbeys worling i tke aclicelac germe-
cnions as in the perticstze parcincal germ-brecdes:
when they fell furiousiy and fofuonsly n love—
sexietl slirpcticons o sclections aof  elements in
werms as of martils oaocial life.

Thas  wariatioss:  conbiooally cocor 0 orgamic
combinarians ol develapments Iz a familiar fuct
Sprouting prodically thev mestly perish soon be-
e ey wme ol hen put fonth in circwmn-
stances Tavairetle Ao heir growcth § thase omly
thrive ond craor wiich lighdoy on propitions
surroumdiings e with cenchinns gwiling them
and treey snit—inal is o sav,. by what iz called
natural selection. 1o osueh coase 1o =0 survival of
et wlinch e ool Aliad o soevive o e er-
cumetane=y; althowrh cowise alwavs a slreivzl of
the bhighest and besg, seeimg tiot the circumstances
e sl e swworsl ol stovve the ezl Pliand
:-u_',-'l."l;l-_:'l'lz:11|{“j prosyers wetl wlhere I'|'|:'|.I'|'|:.‘ 5.1'||'-I'EF:1'r-:_'-e‘.|
would <lie of dnanition, and the apt lie ofteo
sprends ekl i clviized commnanities by peelurad
suleciion or easy Dntectio: when the naked trulh, Le-
ing conventionzlly indecens, ebbuns no sustenance
angl 3z poompele stitted, Why wariptions ofcur so
constantly in organic development s not vet ex-
plawec, unless it e thevgid explanation enough
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toascribe it to the inlereat impulse of proto-
plasm under suimble stimulation to merease and
divide when il can aid as adapbvely as it can,
Scientilic enquiry has 1o concern itselt {for the
present with the saa! 0 witheot keowing the
wie,  As o the end it st perlorce do with the
iltianate whv of chings @ tor when scence has
reached il ubmost streteh it will nal be amni-
s, swh beaght o painlelly scaled cutleok
disclosiag height cowerizg wbove hetshl withical
end. 1% 1= =te fachi=zh 'ru,-:".:-, 'K |::-.', il eanaile I'|‘:_g
wisely, who asplres to © picrce the veld ot the
onknown ™ : the Lfloie of one verl evermore dis-
covers mribier verl cnd el segly alo 200t e
erching o morialicg.

ATl the laboored leartgs of mankined bemg
bot modes of sell-cxprossion o sesoonzse o ao
gresive nelapeations of cipericnce, the svmbolicad
meations of the classafed expreoences of Tmited
beinps who Tepin o gl el whase oltioezig
Stlue consmis oot in thinking ot in einpg—
syatihls ton muatde exclusively witeroes of Lhe lesud-
i;:g semses GEosiehl and lench aned ol the ms.
cwdar sense 0 i oondent that nowledge ol thoe
whience and whither of chinps cannot be cbtiined
by any ragienal method of enguiry ;o onol less
evident thal soch cevelstion By iy other etfuod
may e juat the ireetionnl Dlosion of  human
coangeil exmiing o ondd interpeetngy somdly ale
own erealive excecise.”  [od not thereiore un-

* There 1= oombly o slngalar pleassie e grsiiivg or pradus
fee work, menmal as owell as bodlily, o scrl of tEaneporting



