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FOREWORD

The creclion of a meewmernd af Seolchfort fo comment-
arnde e wrveival of fhe flest Seoftish Catholic inmvigrarts
in Prince Edward Tsloned, {8 ¢ event that deserves more
thern poasing uofice,  So ologely i3 68 eonnected apith the best
tradifions of Cafholicity tn thic Coundry, thet 4f deeerror {o
be ergahrined tn e mewrory of alf, who are dmpressed with
the influernce the Catholic Churek for evercised in moulding
the destinies af the Province.

For this veasen the Comrmitiee in charge of the maotier
degmed 1 adrsalie fo publich o Meanoriol Folume' con-
taining mn aecouid of the endive proeeedings, awl af the rume
time seiting forih the aime oud vepirodions, crystallized in
the Seoftiah Cothalio revndon of July fefh, 1832,

The voluwne thus presended o the prullic confning tn de-
tail the story of the firsl Scofti=l Cetholie emdgronts, [t
recounts the rping clreuwpesbonees that forced tham fo Teave
their nalfive lnrd, aoned came bir avsk Toried in Pripee Fdacord
feland. I desoriles the cond Ions dfey met on (helr areioal
and e sulzequen! {rtals ol JdifNewllion they roere foreed fo
wndergo.  The brightest poge in the volume telly of e hero-
igme and devotedness of fhe enviy Wisxionaries, who with the
eoatancy of Mariyrs atood ad fheir poal of duly, el lobored
to preserve the Fotbh mmid ineredebls peivations.

While the manawment slending af Neatelfort il speal
ta the posserty of Phings wrovght fur Ood and Conndey, this
Little volupre wild beor the sinie slory of devoted rece s Heromgh-
nut wider arens anwf to forgsr nuwbers. This ds the olject
af Lie v Memorial Folume™ {his e wiah of

The Cariitles,

Chrrladtotaum,
July ritk; 1






SCOTTISH CATHOLICS
IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

CHAPTER I

Few events in the history of eivilized nations compare
in interest and pathos, with the attempt made in the middle
of the eighteenth eentury by Prince Charles Edward Stuart,
to recover the throne of his ancestors.

From his landing in Seotland on July 23rd 1745, tall his
final escape into France, hiz pathway lay through so many
vicissitudes of success and failure, of hope and despondency,
that the story of those few months seem to belong to the
reglm of romance, rather than to that of true history.

One trait however, stands forth clearly from the back-
ground of doubt and cbseurity, and shines like a thread of
gold throughout it all, and that is, fthe unsgwerving attach-
ment and loyalty of the Catholic Highlanders to the perzon
of the unfortunate Prince. With only, little regard for con-
seguences, they flocked to his standard, on the memorable
dzy when ita waving folds blessed by Bishop McDonald
were flung out on the breeze at Glenfinnan, They pledged
their wealth, their homes, their lives, to his cause, They
were ready to go with him, to fight for him, aye and die
for him with a tenacity of purpose, that seemed begotten
not of calm reasom but of thoughtless infatuation, And
dearly did they pay, for their devotedness. Terrible indeed,
was the retribution that followed their espousal of the
Stuart eause and for years they were foreed to pay the pen-
alty amid inealculable trialz and sufferings.

It is true that the Penal Laws had been in force in
Scotland, for years prier to the coming of Prince Charlie;
but, with the lapse of time, they had lost much of their
earlier severity, and it often happened, that officials well
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disposed towards their Catholic countrymen, would allow
the latter, intervals of comparative peace. But after Cullod-
en's fatal day when the Stuart cause was ruined forever,
the authorities laid deeper plans to harass the poor High-
landers, so that henceforth their existence beeame a verit-
able Egyptian bondage., Any lenieney hitherto exercised in
the administration of the Laws was no longer tolerated.
New statutes, surpassing all former ones in feroecity, were
enacted, and orders went forth enjoining stricter vigilance
irn dealing with the Catholic people. Nothing was left un-
done to make their livez mizerable, and it would 2eem that
the policy of the day was nothing less than a plan  well
thought out, to glut the vengeance of the House of Hanover.
According to a modern writer: “more than a thousand per-
sons were transported from the Country, the Highland
Clans were decimated and dispersed, the Catholic Chapels
deztroved, the Seminary at Scalan plundered and burned,
Mig=als and Vestments publicly committed to the flames,
and Priests and people persecuted with merciless rigor. The
vigilanee of the authorities was directed in a spetial manner
against the Bishop of the Highland Disiriet, Eight Reverend
Hugh MeDonald, who was forced to flee the Country and
spend some time in retirement in France.” (Geddes)
Another circumstance, that added to the difficulties of
the times was the conduct of the Landlords, upon whoge
estates the Catholic people were settled, These landed
gentry, taking their coe from the Government of the day,
treated their temants with heartless severity, and pursued
in their regard n policy of petty persecution, scarcely less
trying than the iniguitous laws of the Country. Howsoever
matters stood with the poor tenant, his rent must be paid on
demand. Whether his erop yielded well or was a failure,
whether his eireumstances were good or bad, the collector
never failed to come to his door insisting upon the “pound
of flesh,” and threatening seizure or evietion for the lnck-
less one, who found himself unable to meet his obligations.
Oft-times failure to pay the rent was hailed with undisguis-
ed pleasure by the haughty proprietor, who pretended te

]
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find therein some shadow of excuse for proceeding to ex-
treme measures. Occasionally these evictions were carried
out on a general scale, and for no other reason than that
the Landlord would be gble to unite a number of small hold-
ings in a park, which he eould stock with game for the
amusement of himself and his friends during the hunting
geason. y

One of the most heartless and bigoted of these landed
proprietors was Alexander McDeonald of Boisdale, in the
Western Tslands, Owiginally a Catholie, he gradually fell
away from the Faith, mainly through the influence of his
wife, who was a Protestant, and not content with his own
cowardly perversion, he strove by all means in his power to
drag his tenantry with him, as if by abandoning their re-
licion they would furnish him a gquasi-justifaetion of his
own miserable weakness in that regard. It iz said of him
that on a certzin Sunday, he posted himself at the junction
of two roads and brandishing a stout cane tried to keep the
people from the Cathoelie Church and foree them to his ovwn
place of worship., a civcumstance which gave rise to the
epithet “Craedimh a bhata bhui,”+ which they contemptuous-
ly applied to his particular sivie of evangelism. Meeting
nothing but failure in his aitermnpts to pervert the older
people, he turned his attention to the children in the hope
that he might here realize a larrer measure of suceess. He
cstablished schools in his neizhborbood, where instruction
would be gratuitously furnished, and exhorted the parents
to profit by the advantapes thus supplied by hiz generosity.
Soon howewver, it was diseovered that the Faith of the little
ones was being tampered with by ultra zealous Protestant
teachers, who found many cceagions to ineuleate docirines
and opinions contrary to the spirit of the Catholie Chureh,
and, should this state of affairs continue, the plastic minds
of the children would be gradually turned away from the
Faith of their Fathers. The parents therefore, apprised of
this eowardly attempt at perversion at once removed their
children from the zchools, and would not permit them to

T "Religion of the yellow staff.”
7



