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PREFACE.

AGLERGYM, I conceive, has no right to

avall himself of sny temporary excitement,
except for the purpose of enforcing or elucidating
some permanent principle; he has no right to
pass by any which he believes may minister to
that end. To presch upon the “ Crystal Paluce
question’ for the sake of adding one voice more to
those who defend or who attack the measure which
the directors of the Company have proposed, wounld
have seemed to me a gricvous sbuse of my office
and of the Sabbath.day. To use the controversy
which that question has awakened as a meana of
urging my hearers to a morc serious examination
of the nature of the “institution which they and
their fathers have cbserved—to make the charges
which are brought against others a reason for
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asking ourselves how far our customary notions
and practice are in accordance with its character
and its object—seemed to me a duty which I could
not safely neglect. It I8 a very painfol thing
to find ourselves at variance with those whose
judgment and sincerity we wish to revere; but if
we find from Scripture that the opimions which
the religions poblie, in different periods, have
formed on this subject, involve very seripues moral
end theological errors, the fear of differing with
the good men around us is over-balanced by the
greater fenr of being at issue with the aothority of
the Lord of the Sabbath-day,~—of Him by whose
sentence they and we must be judg-ed. If one
person is led by the HSermons I am putting forth
on this subject, to reverence a day which he
. bas been used to dislike or to scom, amd te
receive it and the book which testifies of it as the
pledze of God’s love for him and for the world, T
shall have abundant compensation for any hard
words which I may hear from those whose favour-
able opinion I should rejoice to win, if it could be
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obtained by some smaller sacrifice than that of
truth and honesty,

The more serions excitement produced by the
fanersl of the Duke of Wellington should mot, I
think, be suffered to evaporate in & vague feeling
about the vanity or fragility of human greatness.
T have endeavoured to shpw, in the sermon
preached the SBunday after that event, that the
greatness we deplore was not vain but substantial,
and that the national unity which for that one
day was realized, ought not to be fragile, since all
morality and faith will perish when it perishes,

The fifth sermon in the volume waz one of &
course of weekly lectures delivered at the Church of
8t. Martin-in-the-Fields doring the Great Exhi-
bition of 1851. The subjects were selected, with
much judgment, by the Viear, for the purpese of
connecting the thoughts respecting human skill
and the fellowship of different nations which
the Exhibition pwakened, with the lawe of (God’s
universe, and with those which bind races and
men together, The one upon which I preached
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was destined for a gentleman whose accurate and
comprehensive knowledge of history would have
enabled him to do it signal justicee When I was
invited to be his substitute, I despaired of giving
students the kind of help which they might
have expected from him. I contented myself
with pointing out a few difficulties which, judging
from my own experience, I thought were hikely to
distress them, and with explaining how I believed
the Divine book had anticipated and resolved
them.

Lowdon, December, 1853, |




