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NOTE

The orthography of proper names follows the system adopted by
the Indian Government for the Fmperial Gassticer of Tndin, That
system, ‘while adhering to the popular spelling of very well-known
places, such as Punjab, Lucknow, &, amploys in all other cases
the vowels with the following uniform sounds :—

a, a8 in womsn : &, a8 in father: {, as in notiee: 4, as in intrigue:
o, 88 in eold : w, 83 in bull: o, a8 in sure: e, as in grey.




PREFACE

—— -

In the following pages an attempt has been made to
interest the reader in a remote and, at first sight, un-
attractive subject. The excuse is hinted on the title-
pege. The man of whom we treat wes an Indian
ruler of exceptional capacity in times of exceptional
diffioulty. Born before the sack of Delhi by Nadir
Shéh he lived to the very eve of Lord Lake's oceu-
pation of the same imperial city. His life, therefore,
exactly corresponds to the hour between the darkness
of anarchy and the dawn of order, while his labours
helped to make it pass. Himeself & lover of order, he
did what in him lay to clear away the worst havoe of
war and rapine, and the consequent demorslisation:
and to prepare the shattered fabric of society for
reastoration and reform. Hindustdn, by which we are
to understand the MNorthern Frovinces of the Mughal
Empire, had for a time been civilised and prosperous.
Tavernier, writing about 166g, speaks of Shéh Jahdn,
then lately dead, as ‘that great king during whose
reign there was such a strietness in the eivil
government, and particularly for the security of the
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highways, that there was never any occasion to put
any man to death for robbery’ A hundred years
later it was observed that ‘The country was torn to
pieces by eivil wars and groaned under every apecies
of domestic confusion. Villainy was practised in
every form ; all law and religion were trodden under
foot, the bonds of private friendship and conmection,
as well as of society and government, were broken:
and every individual, as if in the midst of a forest of
wild beasta, could rely upon nothing but the strength
of his own arm." (Dow ; quoting native aunthority.)
Such was the moral chaos that had followed the
decline of the Empire; and, if the British rule has
obliterated those marks of ruin and brought back
civilisation, it is in some degree to Sindhia that
the subjects of that rule are indebted for the first
preparatory step.

Short as is the narrative, it has been found im-
poesible to avoid the introduction of some extraneous
matter. A mere biographical memoir, even if the
materials of such were fortheoming, would not convey
much instruction or pleasure to the reader. The
French historical doctrine of the miliew may have
been somewhat over-indulged of late years. In Mr.
Russell Lowell's Essay on Milton we have an amusing
account of a learned Professor's biography of that
poet ; in which historical pages are rarely diversified
by occasional appearances of Milton: and the sccom-
plished critio says that the reader is only reconciled
when he calls to mind that this fair-haired stranger
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is, in fact, the protagonist. In the drama before us
the protagonist is slmost identified with the scenes
in which he moved and the events in which he hore
an influential part. He belongs at once to the faded
Court of the Mughals and to the busy camp of the
Mardthfis: and the whole of his career is visible in
the light of such relations. A man like Sindhia has
no private life ; and to understand what he was we
must be shown what he did,

We must therefore endeavour to realise what was
the Empire at whose agony our hero assisted and to
whose estate he, for & time, administered ; and we
must seek some samples of the anarchy from which
he delivered Hindustin. At the same time, we shall
have to remember that Sindhia was not, originally, &
native of Hindustfn; and we must study, however
briefly, the npature of that strange community in
Southern India which, taking uop the lapsed greatness
of the old kingdom of Karndta, almost succeeded in
uniting the entire Indian peninsula in & universal
Hindu Empire.

To do all this requires that we shounld be prepared
to find copious and variegated materials digested into
a result which may be found undesirably narrow.
A small book may be found hard to read—as it,
proverbially, is to write.

Our foundations have gone wide and deep. Among
the authorities to which those desirous of further
information, or extended treatment, may profitably
refer, may be named the nndermentioned :—




