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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.
R —
AN AITEAT.

e da Aeecfein] enit bewuty is vain ok women thint Garsih Lhs
Logd, aha shndl e prabend — Prov. wai, B

My present diseourse will be introductory
o a series of sermous, wpun the duties and
respongibility of woman, T is an underlak-
ing upon which I enter with dillidence aud al-
mozt with reluctance; for I ean hope to say
nothing new and have noe desire to alford mere
entertainment. My desive s to do good to
those who hear me, and especially to the
young, by exciliog them to nore scrious re-
flection than they are probably accustomed to
bestow upon the common duties of life and
their responsibility o Goed, My only hope of
accomplishing this is by the expression of well-
known truths, in a plain and simple manner.



6 AN APPEATL. .

But how far plain truth, plainly spolen, will
be acceptable, no one can tell until he tries.
The years of girlhood and early woman-
haad ave generally so bright, that the shadow
of mature reflection scarcely falls upon thern.
-The enjoyment of life Is s0 fresh and sweet,
that the serious regponsibility which life im.
poses seldom engages the thoughts, The path
of Tife is strewn with flowers, and if thorns
sametimes appear, it is enly thoec which grow
npon the Qowers themselves and are msep-
arable from thelr beauly. The days of the
young maiden dwelling onder a father's roof,
with the kind protection of a molher's luve,
shieled by the praud affection of brothers
who love her alnost with jealous tenderness,
glide onward, not without care, not without
disappointment, not withoat tears, but with
almost uninternpted emjoyment, She feels
hersell to be loved by every one, and ihat those
whom she loves take pride in pleasing her.
Their kindness is lavished opon her in daily
tokens of affection; she is everywhere met
with smiles; her mest trifling endeavors to



AN AFPEAL. T

please are snccessful; she is praised as being
amiable, if willing to Le happy. [ know that
she has trials which seem to her very great;
but in after [ife she will look back npon those
years, before the serions duties of life began,
as we tecall a pleasant dream. When her
brow is saddened under the weight of cares
from which the wile and mother never cseape,
of the anxicties fo which the tenderncss of
womuan's natove always makeg her subject, she
will think of those blessed days when her
chief responsibility was in childlike obedience,
in the performance of dutics so light that they
were little move than rerreslion, rewarded by
the approving smile or checked by the gentle
rebuke of love, uniil the rememabrance fills the
eye with tears and the heart almost with zad-
nesd,

Fond pad bright days of yoith, enjoyed but
onee ; when we know nothing of the world's
sing, and very litile of its grief; when all our
friendships are inseparable and our confidence
withoul reserve; when the denial of a pleasure
is the severest trial, and the path of duty so



