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To the Comgregakicns worshipping ot Brshopiearmonth
FPartsh Chureh, ond af Holy Trintty Charch, Scarborough,
thiz Litele Book— ke Inst Bifle Reodtngs of one who loved them
well —is Dedieated, in groteful vemembrance of the affction
sharen to tha Author,







Taz following Lectures ware among the last works of
their writer before he was called to his rest. They
are published as left by him, when, after delivery, he
from memory wrote them down; eed laek of record
makes it impossible to0 ackmowledge sny aocurces to
which he may have been indebbed. Those who heard
these Bible Readings will regrst, in their present form,
the loss of thet finish which marked them when given ;
and will migs too the charm lent to them by the gentle
and peraussive manner of the speaker. They are, how-
© ever, sent forth with the feeling thet even in their
incomplets state, they will be welecomed by all in
whose hearts the mewory of him who penoed them iz
gfill cherished, and that perhaps they may prove use-
fal to others under whose notics they now, fur the fimt
time, come, J. H. A B

Faster, 1852,
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Leceuce L

U Panl, and Silvenwr, and Timothens, wndo k2 churck of the
Thésralomicns which is in God the Farher arnd in the Lord
ey Chrige "' —1 THESS, 1. L

Rzapera of the Koran will hardly call it an interesting
book. It is wery tedious. There iz & great deal of
chaff, very little whoat; and, what lHitle thare is, is taken
from the Scriptures. Now the Bible, besides being God's
revealed will, is in tho very form in which it ia put
interegting. Men do not think es, and some would
probably feel they had but a dull companion, were
they left mlone sny time with the Bible. Buat when
we have felt fivet our need of it, and then its valae, we
find that not only hes Gtod teld ue His will therein,
but that He has used the most interesting ways in so
doimg. Intereeting histery, toushing biography, aub-
lime postry, and the matchless tals of the Gospels are
followed by a series of letters dwelling on, and ex-
pending Christian doectrine, written by real men, to
real men, who put the truth in & teking form. St
Paol was the great letter-writer. * His letters are
weighty.” They are o living power yetf, for he wrote
as he waa “ moved by the Holy Ghoat” The Epistles
to the Thessalonians are doubly interesting, They are
the earlicat of his letters which have been preserved.
Hs may have written some befors, for the caution
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2 Lectures on 5t Paul's

given (2 Thesa. iii. 17} a2 to tha genuine mark of his
latfers may imply not only that ke had already begon
his literary work, bot that forgers wers even now in the
field. However this may be, the Firet Epistle to the
Thegsaloniane is the earliest of his writings which we
poseese, and it iz perhape the oldest Christian docu-
ment in existemee, As you are aware, the Epistles
are arranged in onr Testamoni net aceording o their
date or their importance, but according to their bulk
or length, and henea the pasition of the one now open
hefore ws. On it we proposs to dwell. May God
the Holy Ghost give His help, and make the study
profitable.

Today our remarks must ha intredoctory, and we
shall notice the Writer of this lefter, and Mo Address.

I Taz WriTer.

Thres names indeed hesd the letter. Panl mentions
the names of Silvanus and Timothons s with him
and joining in the messages but §i. 18; iii §; iv.
9; and v, 22 ; ghow who the real writer is.  The two
olher names are those of the Aposile’s fellow-labourers
in Themalonica, Nilvanma, or Silas, had (as Aets xvi.
telle us) been St Prul's fellow-sufferer in Philippi;
snd Timothy had, na this Epietle testifies, done work
among the Thessaloniams. They eould hear teati-
mony to the Apostle’s feelings, and could, and did join
in his prayers and praises. Paul was the writer,

¥ou will obeerve that he takes no official titlee. When
writing to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephe-
giang, Colossiane, Timothy, and Titos, he deserihes




