THE POLITICS OF IOWA
DURING THE CIVIL WAR
AND RECONSTRUCTION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649012060

The politics of Iowa during the civil war and reconstruction by Olynthus B. Clark

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



OLYNTHUS B. CLARK

THE POLITICS OF IOWA
DURING THE CIVIL WAR
AND RECONSTRUCTION

ﬁTrieste






THE POLITICS OF TOWA

DURING THE

CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION

ET
OLYNTHUS B. CLARK, A, M.

Froyresyor of History v DRAKE UNIVEREITY

BUBEMITTED 1F PARTIAL PULPILLMENT {3F THE REQUIREMENTE
FOR THE DEGREE OF DOOTOR OF PHILOSOFHY
1B TILE
FACDLTY OF MILITIOAL SUIENCE OF
OOLUMEBIA UXIVEREITY

THE QLI PEESRE
IOWaA OTTY, TOWA
191






PREFACE

This work is intended to be a contribution to the
history of polities in Towa, during the period from
1860 to 1873, and more especially, through the State
as a unit, to throw light upon the National situation.
Ii aims to show the attitude of the State toward the
National issues and the part playved therein. Tt traces
the ¢hanges in political opinion and the attendant
party reorganizations. Thus is followed the solidar-
ity of the Republican party, the shifting policy of the
Demoeraey, the guestion of a “Tnion® party with
the attendant third-party, fusion schemes, to the cul-
mination of the Reconstriction issues in the iLiberal
Movement, Since the particular field is unworked, it
has seemed hesti to follow, in the main, the chrono-
logical method of treatment.

The study is the outgrowth of investigation into the
polities of the northern States, doring the period of
the Civil War and Reconstruetion, being carried on
by Profeszor Williamm A, Dhnning of Columbia Uni-
versity. In the preparation of thiz work, the author
is indebted to Professor Dunning, not only for his
ingpiration in its writing, but for his careful reading
and revision of the manuseript. Special mention is
due Mr. Fred K. Deming, sometime student of the
writer, for his aid rendered in the gathering of data.
The writer himself is responsible for the many short-

comings of the work,
0.B.C.
Aprm 22, 1911
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Cuaarrer 1

INTRODUCTION: THE ANTE-BELLUM POLIT-
ICAL: TRANSFORMATION OF TIOWA
1554-1859

The polifical transformation of lowa during the deeade
preceding the Civil War is one of the land-marks of the
Slale's history. DBy 18568 the change from the old Demo-
cratic Tégime to the dominance of the Republican party
was complete. Although slight ehanges appear hefore,
this {ransformation praclically began in 1854 by the elec-
tion of a Whig Governor, James W. Grimes, and ended
in 1859 in the choice of Samuel J. Kirkwood, over the
Democratic veteran, Auguztus C. Dodge. Within these
five years the Republican party supplanted the compro-
mising Whig party and became the champion of the is-
sues against the now fime-serving Democracy. Before
the end of the decade the Republicans came to control the
adminigtrative offices of the State, both branches of the
legislature, the judicinl offices, snd the vast complex of
local funetionaries. They then retived the Demoeratic
members of Iowa from the House of Representatives and
the Tnited States Senate.

But while the Republican supremacy was real and the
political transformation of the State was complete, yet
the Republican majorities were nof beyond the danger
mark. There was always present the possibility of an
overthrow in any active and determined eampaign which
the Democrats might inangurate —a fact neot always
realized or at least acknowledged by partisans. In fact
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