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PREFACE.

Ix presenting here together, so far as they could
be found, the writings of one of the rhost estima-
ble poets and men among us, the Publisher feels
that he iz meeting a wish, that has been for a
long time, and on all sides, loudly expressed,
He commenced his undertaking, partly in order
that the public might be no longer withheld
from their desire, and partly also with the view
of anticipating & similar design from another quar-
ter; which he learned to be already entertained,
and which was not likely to be accomplished ina
manner to satisfy the friends of so favorite an
Author. He has carried it through, only not
forbidden by the Author himself; — who, he
hopes, will look with some complacency on the
task, which he would do nothing to promote.



4 FREFACE.

In one respect only can he seem censurable to
any. It may be thought that he iz thus pre-
clnding the hope of receiving a more copious col-
lection, some time hence, from the original hand.
If such an objection should occur, he would reply
to it by saying, that, on the contrary, he thinks
he may thus draw his Author out a little from his
rather shy retirement, and, by representing thus
much of him, provoke him to show more,

At least, he will give utterance to the hope, in
which multitudes join, that the Writer may live long
enough to make this volume but a small part of the
productions of his graceful and earnest pen.
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