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MADAME DE MAINTENON.

831,

TeE present seems a favourable time in which to
approach the subject of Mine de Maintenon. Topalar
taste inclimes to display a Eeen interest in matters
which relate to thai preat century whem Louis XTIV,
reigned ; and as soom ma we begin to consider that epoch
inteliectually, it becomes evident that she most ocenpy
in it & very prominent plece. Mme de Maintenon's
mental qualifications eanse wa to pardem her all those
ervors with which history juelly reprosehes her,  Her
funlts were preatly exapperated at the time by the
general public. Mme. de Maintenon did not in reality
originate any of the great political actz of the time
Except in oneé or two instances, which, howevyer, are
quite opem to dispote, she did no more than favonr
very zealously the wromgs which were perpetrated
during that closing reign. Her chief concern seems to
have been to find interesting and amusing cceupations,
within his necessarily restricted ciecle, for the latter
years of Louis XIV. This s the attitude, indeed the
sole part she assumes in ker language, her conversation,
and also her correepondence, which certainly proves this
clearly the more carefally it is studied. She ia one of

those persons we may hastily condemn, but who, on
i



2 MADAME DE MAINTENON.

closer criticiam, cannot be so migjudged. She commands
respect by her tone of noble simplicity and dignified
diseretion ; ehe pleases by the plguancy and sxcellence
of her reasoning. There are even moments when we
would ¢all her charming ; although we no sconer find
ourgelves beyond her spell than the charm is broken,
and we resume oar former prejudice againss her, I do
not keow if Tam expressing the pentiments of others,
bt thie iz my own fr-_'Elillg wich time that I appruar:h
the subjeet of Mme, de Maintenon., I shell endeavour
to make ont & few of my reasony, and to explain then,

Mme, de Maintenon has of late yeara found a very
dezirable hietorian in one of her own kKinsmen, M. le
Due de Noailles, who writes most gravely and delicately,
The last half of his History is anxionsly looked for ; I
shell moke awmple wse of the two volumes already
published, allowing miyself, however, & little raore
freedom or licence in my judgment.

Born in 1635, in the coneciergerie of the prisom of
NMiort, where her father was for the time confined,
Franpoiee d"Aubipné beran life a5 in a romanes, and,
indesd, the strangest romenge which sould have hap-
pened to a person who alovae all her other chararcteristicn
was Bengible. A grand-dauphter of the illustrione
Captain d'Axbigné who distinguished himself in the
sixiesnth century, the danghier of the profligate Count
Constant d'Aubigné and of s wise, good mother, she
had early experience of the strangenes: and harshness
of fate ; yet her heart held a drop of the noble blood of
her ancestor, which pave her pride, and she woald not
have changed her condition for a more fortunate one
of lower depgrez. As a child she accompanied her
parents to Martinique. On her refurn, being under
the ecare of a Hognenot anni, she had, altheugh born
a Cathelie, embraced the doctrines of Calvin, when



MADAME DE MAINTENON, 3

another relation, Mme de Nenillant, came with an
order from the court to reseue her from heresy.
Placed firet in & convent st XNicrt, then removed to
Paris, the young D'Aubigné, now altogether orphaned,
felt every moment of her life the bitterness of
dependence. Mme. de Neuillant, se zealous for her
spiritual welfare, waz so miserably mean that she
allowed her to want for everything. However, the
young girl began in her vizite to Parvis to see the world,
and from the first she made a suecessful appearance
there. “That was the epoch of elevated conversation,
of gallant compliments ; in & word, of what was called
the ruelles” Wit casily attained a pesition whkich was
almost honour. Lo feunes Tndisnne, as she was called
on acconnt of her sojourn in America, was remarkable
even at first eight, and ebe lost nothing on closer
acquaintance. The Chevalier de Mérd, a fashiomable
wit of the time, became her lover and instructor, and
proclaimed her praises  He has deseribed har at this
Lime &3 possessing A ealm and even temper, * very hand-
some, with & kind of beauty which always pleased.”
ITe pecommended her to the Duchesse de Lesdiguitres,
who travelled much, aw coe whoe had meny charming
resources. ™ She is sweet, prateful, trostworthy, faith-
ful, modest, intelligent, and, to crown her charms, she
uzes her wit only fo amuse or lo make herself Deloved”
When Mlle. d'Aubigné, on ber retumm to Poiton, wrote
to her young friends in Parie, her letters wers passed
round ss chefi-d'euvre, and kept up her growing re-
putation. It was sbout this time she came to know
Searron, the cripple, & man of gay humoar, which
passed at that time for delicate wit. Surrounded by
affectation, Searron, with his merry, comical styls, was
gi an antidote. He saw Mlle d'Anbigné, and to his
credil, was at onee inlapested in her. After some



