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AN APPEAL FOR THE TRUTH,

The publieation, by direction of the Year-
ly Meeting of FrieBds held in Philadelphia
. in this year, (1870), of an Epistle to its mem-
bers ragarding Christian doetrine, seems to
require from those members of that body
who dissent from its statements, & plain expo-
sition of their views. We enter upon this
with no purpese of exciting controversy, but
with the single object of bearing our testi-
mony to the Truth, in the love of it.

The Epistle in an early paragraph states
that
Tt hae been h;ulul by many of other religlons da-
nominationd, nod the dootring, we believs, ls now ad-
vooated by some membura of onr rellglons Boalety,
that Christ haviog perfectad the work of reconedli-
ation aul redamption for man, by His sufferings and
death, therefore 8 mers boliaf and traat in Him as
& Savivar, in Mis atonemant for aln, and Hia media-
tion, ara all that are nedupeary to efeot conversion |
and forgivenaes, and ensora justilloation ; his right-
sonsness belng lmpeted 1o thoss thus believing
and trusting. Thos men are taaght to believe, if
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they ara only willing te make confession of their
loet sinte, to easept the meroy of God in Christ
Jegng ok mat forth in the hely Soriptures, and apply
it themeslves to thair own condition, they ara safa ;
they may rest sesared that thefr slne are forgiven
them j that they are jostided by tha Imputed right-
woneness of Chriat, and theirgalvation is secored.*

The principal object of the Epistle appears
to be
““to testify zgainst this delokive and daogerous

opinfon, and, in that love which sseks the salvation
E_f all, to warn onr menchers againet adopting it ;"
and this for the reason that it would follow
from it
**{hat men, it any time and in their own will, may
come to Christ, and adopting the belief that He has
suffered In thelr ategd, and paid the penalty of their
glng, they may rest on Him as their sobstitule
plase their hopes of salvation on His atoning saord-
fioa, and ba accepted in Him; thoogh they may
never have gxperiemced thorough repenimoce for
their ging, nor L8 waahing of regaperation throagh*
the renawing of the Holy Ghost.'"

Now this inferential result is such as no
honest religious ingquirer could accept; and
hence, if it be correctly stated, it serves to

*Wot *“through’ bat * ond"' in the original.
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eondemn the doetrine set forth in the preced-
ing sentence, as unworthy of recepiion,

But a sweepiog statement of this kind
should be susceptible of proof by two meth-
ods; by the authority of the Holy Scriptures,
and by the adceriained results. If these be
found to support it, let it be cheerfully ac-
cepted and adopted. But if the whole temor
of the instructions given by our Lord and
His apostles be agrinst such a conclusion ;
and if, further, this inference i3 not borne out
by the effects which are found to be produced
upon the hearts and characters of believers;
if it be condemned by the united voice of the
apostles and teachers of Christian doctrine
in the Bible, end by the united experience
of all, in all time, who have in simuplicity
trusted themselves and their interédts to the
atoning mercy of God in Christ Jesos, and
whose lives have borne evidence to the reali-
ty of the change wrought in them by faith
in the blood of Christ,—then it must take its
place as & misconception and misstatement
regarding the principles of the Covenant of
Grace, _

Now upon this point, what ia the testimony



of the Beriptures? OFf a muliitade of pass-
ages bearing upon it, the following statement
of the Apostle Panl is cne of the most preg-
papt: “God was in Christ reconciling the
world auto Himeelf, not irepoting their tres-
passes unto them :*' that is, God's purpose of
reconciling the world vuto Himeelf is being
accomplished in Christ, and the means or
method ia, “ not imputing their iresposses unlo
them." There can, of course, be no doubt
that the Gospel contains a provision for the
forgiveness of the sins of men for Christ's
sake ; the question is, When does this.for-
giveness or justification take effect, or be-
come availing to relieve the sinner from the
guilt of past sin? When in this blessedness
“reckoned” to him? And the anpawer may
be given, as in Abraham’s case, “ Not in eir-
cumeision, but in uncircumeision, and he re-
ceived the sign of circumeision,” (which is
the type of holiness,) “n geal of the right-
eousness of the faith which he had yet being
uncircumeised.” Can anything be more plain
thano this? Can anything break the force of
the mssertion in another place, that there is
a salvation of which thiz is the day !—an ac-
cepted time, and that that time is now F
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To eay that the work of sanelification is &
gradual or progressive one, as iz urged in a
subsequent part of the document, is only to
bring more force to bear upon the asser-
tion that the present and free forgiveness of
ging for Christ’s sake, is the offer of the Gos-
pel to every one who will balieve and accept
it. “Thy faith hath made fhee whole,” is the
aanying of Christ tv the woman whp bat
touched the hem of His garment, and was
healed of her long-standing bodily disease.
“ By grace are ya scved, through faith,” says
the apostle to the Ephesian Christizns, who, it
is evident from the whole context of the pass-
age, were not left in doubt of the presemt
possession of “ all spiritual blassings,” incle-
ding of eourse the forgiveness of sins.

And while we would earnestly urge the
correlative truth that Christians are to be
known by their fruits; that that is a vain faith
which is withont works, and thsat only is
genuine which is proved to be such by a holy
life, we vet boldly assert that the full con-
fidence in the mercy and gooduess of Gud in
Jeaus Christ to which we are invited by the
Baviour and His Apostles, the cordial recap-
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tion of the great truth that He was wounded
for our trapegressions and bruoised for our
iniquities, does produce in the huwan heart
precisely those effecia which the gracious Au-
thor of the Gospel intended it to do. His word
does not retnrn vato Him void, but accom-
plishes the work whereto He sends it. What
the law coald not do, God in His merey ac-
complighes by the misaion of Christ, in whose
name repentance and remission of sine are
offered freely to all whe will believe.

There may be, nod there has, in fact, often
been, in dogmatic theology a separalion not
warranted by the truth of Scripture, between
justification and sanctification, things which
God has joined together ; and the lives of many
professora of the Ghristian name show that
they are far from being posessors of that
living faith which overcomes the world. But
what then? Shall the unbelief of men make
the faith and promisea of God of no effect?
Nay, rather let God be true, though every man
be unfaithful and false.

Let us understand from theee failures among
mere professors how needful is the exhortation

addressed to the bealed and forgiven by the
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Saviour, “8in no more, lest & worse thing come
unto thee.” Letus join in the earnest appeal
to all believers, “Work out your own
ealvation with fear and trembling.” But
we must not therefore gaineay or conceal
the fact that it is to the b&elievers that
thesse cautions are eddressed, and that
the hearty reception of the good tidings
that Christ came to ennounce, lies at the out-
get—not at the end nor in the middle—of the
Christian course. To the unbelieving Jews
who inquired of Him what work of God they
might do which would recommend them,
His answer wae to direct them to confidence in
Himself ps the firat step to the favor of Ged.
“Thia is the work of God,” eaid He, “that ye
believe in Him whom He hath sent.”
Theexistence of a counterfeit proves, not the
worthicsness, bol the walue of the true coin;
and he is an unworthy disciple of the Baviour
who suffers himself to be discouraged, and his
faith nodermined by the discovery that thera
are false professors in the Church.
“ The pure in heart [and they only] shall
- pee God.” " Without holiness no man shall
sea the Lord'' The very end and aim of



