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PREFACE

Tae following pages form part of a study of labor
organizations—a study which the writer expects to coms
plete in the near future. The completed work will em-
brace an examination of trade unions viewed as z factor
in the economic activity of New York state.

The portion here presented includes two parts. The first
deals with efforts to secure legislation favorable to the in-
terests of organized labor. It aims to describe the more
important legislative activities of the state federation.
The second part deals with the lawfulness of trade-union
activities. It traces the development of the law and of
those decisions of the courts that pertain to the legal
status of labor unions.

The effort throughout has been to determine the con-
trolling principles, economic or social, and to ascertain,
as far as possible, to what extent these principles conform
to the wider economic and social principles upon which
the present industrial life depends.

In the parts of the work not yet ready for publication
the non-legal phases will be taken up, and attention will
be devoted to the practical activities of trade unions in
their efforts to influence to their advantage economic
activity.

The sources referred to are only such as furnish
material at first hand, as the proceedings of the annual
conventions of the State Workingmen's Assembly and of
the State Workingmen's Federation; the constitutions
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6 PREFACE [460

of these organizations; the session laws of the state;
the reports of the decisions of the courts; and the annual
reports and the quarterly bulletins of the state depart-
ment of labor. For convenience a table is appended
stating the cases to which reference is made, and, further-
more, stating the time at which each decision was made
and by what court. Much valuable information has also
been secured through interviews with labor leaders and
with others who are conversant with the practical side of
the movement.

Finally, the writer takes this opportunity to acknowl-
edge his debt of gratitude to the members of the faculty
in Economics in the School of Political Science, The
helpful suggestions, the kindly advice, and above all the
guiding inspiration of these men have done much to
enable the author to accomplish what is here presented.

G G G

New Youx, May, 1008,
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