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O the children of the East and the West who
have been an Inepiration in many a recl-
tation this volume s affectionately dedicated.



PREFACE

Tyum book aims to suggest the purpose of litera-
ture in the elementary school and to aid the teacher
in its presentation. It aims to recognize the prob-
lems of the classroom in the teaching of literature,
and to give concrete illustrations of the method of
teaching particular selections as type studies. It
aims, too, to suggest a method of study which may
be soggestive of the teaching process in simpler
selections for grade work.

The aunthor recognizes fully that all subjects
rightly tanght, whether enltural or industrial, tend
to produce an adaptable, & reliable, an efficient
worker; yet in every study one of these aims is more
dominant than the others. While literature makes
for adaptability and efficiency by setting up ideals of
thought and action, and by ita demands for concen-
trated thought and action, its emphasis is primarily
upon reliability throogh its influence on character.
Literature of itself will not develop character, but
it will set up as ideals the fundamentals upon which
character is based.

The pedagogy of the day has for its aim the set-
ting up of great general principles and ideals which
must govern and control the work of the teacher,
Its defect is that it leaves the teacher who is seeking



aid in solving the specific problems of the class-
room in & helpless or confused state of mind.
After perusing the available books on pedagogy,
the particular problems of literature, geography,
history, grammar or arithmetic still remain un-
solved. If this volume in any essential way tends to
remedy this defect in the realm of literature-teach-
ing, if it suggests a mode of treatment to abler
teachers, the aunthor will feel fully compensated,
even though his every step be subjected to adverse
criticism, i
Acknowledgment is herewith made of indebted-
ness to the many friends of the profession who have
encouraged the work; and especially to Col. Francis
W. Parker, Orville T. Bright, Mrs. Ella Flagg
Young and Dr. Arnold Tompkins for direction, en-
couragement and inspiration, when, working nnder
their leadership, the possibilities of literature in
the elementary school firet dawned upon the writer.
For their many helpful suggestions in regard to
this book, thanks are due to- D. H. Christensen,
Superintendent, Salt Lake City Schools; A. C. Nel-
son, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Utah; Professor F. W. Reynolds of the University of
Utah; Dr. Henry Suzzallo of Columbia University;
and Dr. T, M. Balliet of the University of New York.
The author takes this opportunity to express his
indebtedness to Thomas Y. Crowell & Company for
permisgion fo quote from ‘‘Robin Hood,”” by T.
‘Walter McSpadden; and to Houghton Miffiin Com-
pany for permiesion to mse ‘‘ The Day is Done,”’




FREFACE 7

“The Challenge of Thor,”” and ‘“‘King Robert of
Sicily,’”” by Henry W. Longfellow; ‘“The Great
Stone Face,”” by Nathaniel Hawthorne; ‘‘Little
Red Hen,”’ by Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney; and ‘‘The
Sandpiper,”’ by Celia Thaxter.






