THOMAS SKINNER,
M.D.; A BIOGRAPHICAL
SKETCH



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649442058

Thomas Skinner, M.D.; A Biographical Sketch by John H. Clarke

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN H. CLARKE

THOMAS SKINNER,
M.D.; A BIOGRAPHICAL
SKETCH

ﬁTrieste









THOMAS SKINNER

M.D.

A BIOGRAFPHICAL SKETCH &OQ

.
R
>

&

JOHN H. CLARKE

LONDON HOM@EQPATHIC PUBLISHING CO.
12, WARWICK. LANE, E.C.

190y






PREFACE

R

THE passing of Thomas Skinner marked
the close of an epoch in the history
of British homeopathy, and the import-
ance of the event was duly recognised
by the publication of full obituary
notices in the British homaopathic
journals at the time. But it has
seemed to me desirable for many
reasons to put into more convenient
and permanent shape a record, however
brief, of the life and work of my friend
and preceptor.

Dr, Skinner lived to see the victory
of his own principles over those of the
would-be improvers of HauNEMANN'S
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vi PREFACE

doctrines. But the victory is not yet
as complete as it might be, and I do
not think that I can better repay my
debt of gratitude to my cld friend than
by giving to the world this sketch of
his life, imperfect though it must of
necessity be. By means of a separate
volume the lessons of Dr. Skinner's
career may be carried more widely and
brought home more effectually than is
possible in & passing journalistic notice.

It has been somewhere said that a
persecuting allopath is better than an
allopath who seeks to patronise homceo-
pathy. There are some homeeopaths
who are never so happy as when an allo-
path bestows & patronising smile upon
them, or pats them on the back, That
may do for homaeopathic individuals;
but homeopathy can no more be patron-
ised than can the law of gravity. Both
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the one law and the other will work
independently of any one’s approval : an
allopath who can look favourably on
homeeopathy should not stop there, but
should become a homwopath. There is
no middle way: an honest allopath
must almost of necessity be a perse-
cutor of homeopathy. Such was Dr.
Skinner until a three-years’ illness had
brought him to despair, and fate drove
him into the arms of homeeopathy, and
homeeopathy cored him. And thus it
was that the honest allopath became an
honest homeeopath.

It would have been quite open to
Dr, Skinner to say pretty things about
homaopathy—to admit that it had done
much for him and might possibly do
much for others ; and yet to have
argued that one swallow does not make
a summer ; and that at his time of life
it was too late to alter his whole
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scheme of practice: this course would
have been open to him, but Dr. Skin-
ner was not the man to take such a
course as that. The honest persecutor
became the honest student: and at
the age of fifty Dr. Skinner did not
hesitate to start his professional life
afresh.

The first lesson to be learned from
the life-history of our departed friend
is the lesson of “thorough.” Most of
us hold ocur principles so loosely that
we never quite know what we do hold
and what we do not,

Another lesson we may learn from
Dr. Skinner's career, and that is the
wisdom of always, whea possible, going
to the fountain-head. Dr., Skinner
learned his homaeopathy from the works
of Haunemann himself—the Orgasnon,
the Materia Medica Pura, and the work
on Ghronic Diseases, ‘The result of this



