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TO THEODORE WATTS-DUNTON

As it has Ealmsed you to disinter this buried bant-
ling of your friend's literary youth, and to find 1t
worth resurrection, I miust tnscribe 1t to you as the
person responsible for its revival, Were 1t not that
a friend's judement may always seem liable to
be colowred by the unconscious tnfluence of friend-
ship, I should be reassured as to its deserls by the
approval of a master from whose verdict on a
stranger's attempt tn the creative art of fiction
there could be no reasonable appeal—and who,
I feel bound to acknowledge with pratitude and
satisfaction, has honoured it by the spowsorial
suggestion of a new and a happier name, As 1l
ts, I can only hope that you may not be for once
mistaken in your favourable opinion of a study
throwm inlo the old epistolary form which even
the giani gentus of Balzac conld not restore to the
favour 1t enjoyed wn the days of Richardson and
of Laclos, However that may be, I am content
fo know that you agree with me in thinking
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that in the world of lierary creation there is a
legitimate place for that apparent compromise be-
tween a story and a play by which the alternate
agents and patienis of the lale are made to ex-
press what befalls them by word of mouth or of
pen. 1 do not forgel that the king of men to whose
hand we cwe the glorious history of Redgaunilet
began it in epistolary form, and changed the
fashion of his tale to direct and forthright narra-
tive when the story became too strong for him, and
would no longer be confined within the limits of
concetvable correspondence: but his was in its
wltimale upshot a historic and heroic story. And
[ have always regreited that we have but one speci-
men of the uncompleted series of letters out of
which an earlier novel, the admirable Fortunes of
Nigel, had proum wup into dmmortality. The
stngle sample which Lockhart saw fit to vouch-
safe us 15 so greal a masterpicce of dramatic
humouwr and living tmagination that the remainder
of a fragment which might well suffice for the fame
of any lesser man ought surely to have been long
since made public. We could not dispense with
the doublless more generally amusing and fnter-
esting narrative which superseded 4t : but the true
and thankful and understanding lover of Scoil
must and will readily allow or affirm that there are
signs of even rarer and finer gentus in the can-
celled fragment of the rejected study. But these
iy
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are perhaps too high and serious matters to be
touched upon in a note of acknowledpment pre-
fixed {0 so early an attempt tn the great art of
fictton or creation that ¢ would never have re-
vistted the light or rather the twilight of publicity
under honest and legitimate auspices, if it had
not found in you a sponsor and a friend.
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