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American Cut Glass

Nownees is the intelligence and adaptability
of the American workman better illustrated than
in the making of glass. 1t is Imt o few yeara sinee
this was an infant industry; but so well has the
industry thriven that to-day the infant has almost
attained maturity, for, in many branches, the glass
wo munnfacture excels that of all ether countries.

An ancient art it is, and its history is so replete
with interest that it has attracted many students.
But few questions have been more disenzsed than
the origin of glass. Phenicia, Phrygia, Theles,
and Sidon, each has its champions, who claim for
it the dizcovery of the process of vitrifaction.

Others still place its origin even further back,
claiming that when man first discovered fire ani
snbjected natural bodies to its action, he muzt have
dizcovered the vitrifaction of certain substances.

T the last theory is to be aceepted we must con-
cluile ihat glass was discovered less than a hundred
and fifty vears after the hicth of the world. In
Genesis we are told that Tubaleain, son of Lamech
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AMNMERICAN COUT GLARA. ]

Pliny, the eminent Roman scientist who lost his
life during the terrible eruption of Vesuvius, at-
tribmted the discovery of glass to the Phanicians.
According to his account, some of these uli-
quitous traders landed upon the shore of the
sea of Judea, near the mouth of the Belus river,
and, unsuccesstul in their search for stones upon
which to place the pot for eooking a meal, used
some pieces of niter instend. When the fire was
applied it fused the niter and the sand upon the
shore ; and the result was the substance which we
know as glass. Anolher account attributes the
discovery to the children of Tseael in practically
the same manner. Neither of these claims seem
worthy of credit, however, hecause it has never
since been found possible to fuse the sulstances
forming glass in the open air and without specially
constrocted furnaces.

More certain means of arriving at the proper
conelusion are supplied by the tombs of Beni Has-
san which are said upon good anthority te date
from about the year {wo thousand before Christ.
Upon them are found paintings which unquestion-
ably represent Theban glass blowers, Even more
eertain is the necklaee bead found in Thebes, hear-
ing the name of the queen for whom the arnament



