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FOREWORD

Ta1s book is intended as a presentation card to the
French army, TL is a plain story for plain people,
and there has been a deliberate avoidanee of any
technicalities.  Tn il you will find references to Lhe
leading figures in the fishting organisation of I'rance—
Joffre and his most brillinnt collaborators ; and T have
tried Lo render just homage Lo Lhe  poilu,” who is the
Freneh common soldier.  Perhaps the most touching
thought aboul thal man, whose deeds of glory and
pure hereismn will inspire the pects for many a long
year, 15 Ehal he represents not Lthe soldier of profes-
sion, but the soldier drawn from the most peacetul
occupations, Practically the frst great encounter
of the Irench with the Germans in the battle of
Charleroi, and the subsequent retreat, accounted for
a large part of the regular army, and more or less
placed hors de combat the greater number of its
officers, That professional foree was replaced by
the Reserve and later supplemented by the youngest
classes—men culled from the very heart of pacific
France. "They came to the trenches with all their
civilian Instinets—it was a peasant and bourgeois
army—but in an amazingly short space of time they
were vying with the old soldier in the brilliance of
their exploits, in their ability to endure supreme
hardship with the greatest gallantry, and without
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