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Preface

HE publication of this book was authorized by the Fish-
mongers’ Company, for whom a special edition has been
printed in addition to that issued to the public, as a record of what
is known of Thomas Doggett, the famous Comedian, deceased,
and of the Wager which he endowed to commemorate the accession
of George I in 1714. For the pages referring to the sculling-race
Mr. Guy Nickalls, formerly amateur champion of the Thames,
is responsible. The biography of Thomas Doggett has been
written by myself, and is a much enlarged and amended version
of a short life I published some years ago in the Monthly Review,
all the remaining copies of which are in the possession of the
Fishmongers’ Company.

The thanks of the anthors are due, and are hereby wvery
heartily given, to Mr. J, Wrench Towse, Clerk of the Fishmongers’
Company, and Mr. White, Clerk of the Watermen’s Company ;
to Mr. A. M. Broadley, whose very valuable collection of pictures,
portraits, caricatures, manuscripts, and memoranda, indispensable
to any history of Doggett or his Wager, has been freely used ; to
Mr. John T. Doggett, who secured for me a copy of the History
of the Doggett-Daggett Family by Mr. Samuel B. Doggett, of Boston,
Mass. ; to Mr. Hugh Doggett, of Bristol, for an original holograph
letter signed by Doggett and in the handwriting of the subject of
these pages; to Mr. B. J. Angle for much useful help; to Mr.
G. H. Vize for the engraving of Broughton, the famous prize-
fighter and winner of this Wager, and for the Chelsea china figure
here reproduced made (temp. Geo. II.) at the works near the
0ld Church, Chelsea, close to the finish of the course ; to “ Doggett
Cobb,” Waterman, of Putney, for the interesting document relating
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to his ancestor ; to William G. East, the King’s Bargemaster, for
valuable assistance ; to the Editor of the Sphere for the picture of
one of the old races; and to several others whose kindly help
and interest have not been less appreciated because they are not
more clearly specified.

The only authentic portrait of our hero, Thomas Doggett,
which we can discover to exist is the engraving of the actor dancing
the Cheshire Round, published in George Daniel’s Merrie England,
after an eighteenth century painting formerly preserved at the
Duke’s Head, Lynne Regis, Norfolk. There is also a small por-
trait in colours in Mr. Broadley’s extra-illustrated volumes on
the History of Richardson’s Shew. This seems to me to be another
version of the Norfalk original, to which Tory Aston evidently
refers in the passage: * Whoever would see him pictured may
view him in the character of Sawney at the Duke's Head, in Lynne
Regis, Norfolk.” Nothing can be certainly advanced as to the
authenticity of the painting in the Garrick Club to which the
name of Doggett has been attached apparently on the authority
of the catalogue of the sale at which it was last purchased.

The name * Doggett” has been so spelt in these pages be-
cause it is thus given in Doggett’s own handwriting both in the
signature of his will, and in an original letter here reproduced.

The illustrations, which will, it is believed, throw a wvaluable
light on many points hitherto in dispute, have been chosen with
great care from the material available. Fortunately for us the
Race inspired Rowlandson in two of his most delightful water-
colour drawings of river life. The original, representing the
finish in Chelsea Reach, isin the British Museum, and is repro-
duced here from the blocks (which Mr. John Murray kindly
allowed me to purchase) made for the Monthly Review article.
The other original is in my own possession.

It may be noted that an engraving published in 1853 shows
that the famous badge exhibited the word * Liberty” on a
scroll above the “ wild horse of Hanover,” with the words “ The
Gift of Thomas Doggett, the late Comedian,” on another scroll
beneath, and the date 1863, This is different from the badge



