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PREFACE

Tan attempt to write a life of Jesns, com-
mencing not at the beginning but in the mid-
dle, with the thonght of the Passion, must of
necessity sometime be made., Strange that it
has not been made earlier, for it is in the air!

The fact is that all presentations of the
life of Jesus are satisfactory up to a certain
point,—the inception of the thought of the
Passion, There, however, the connection
fails. Not one of them suceeeds in rendering
intelligible why Jesus now suddenly counts
his death necessary, and in what sense he con-
ceives it as a saving act. In order fo estab-
lish this connection one must try the experi-
ment of making the thought of the Passion
the point of departure, for the sake of ren-
dering the former and latter periods of the
life of Jesus comprehensible., If we do not
understand the idea of the Passion, may not
that be due to the fact that we have formed
an erroneous notion of the first period of the
life of Jesus and so have precluded for our-
selves in advance all possibility of attaining
insight into the genesis of the Passion idea?

The last years of research have revealed on
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" "what slight #romids our historical conception
of the life of Jesus really rests. It cannot
be econcealed that we are confronted by a diffi-
cult antinomy. Xither Jesus really took him-
gelf to be the Messiah, or (as a new tendency
of the study now seems to snggest) this dig-
nity was first aseribed to him by the early
Church. In either case the “*Life of Jesus"’
remains equally enigmatieal.

If Jesus really regarded himself as Mes-
siah, how comes it that he acted as if he were
not Messiah? How is it to be explained that
his office and dignity seem to have nothing
to do with his public activity? How are we
to account for the fact that only after his pub-
lic activity was ended (not to reckon the last
few days at Jerusalem) did he diselose to his
Disciples who he was, and at the same time
enjoined upon them strict silence with regard
to this secret? It explains nothing to sug-
gest that such conduet was preseribed by mo-
tives of prudence or by pedagogical consid-
erations. In the Synoptical accounts where
is there even the slighfest hint that Jesus
wished to edueate the Diseiples and the peo-
ple up to a knowledge of his messiahship?

The more one thinks about it the more
clearly one recognises how little the assomp-
tion that Jesus took himself to be the Mesgiah
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