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PREFACE

I8 preparing this boak of Armenian Legends and Papms oy priscipal obfecr was 1o pubilish
it a5 a Memoial g0 sh unbappy natian,

T ook does tat cladi s pipieant Anindhias postey adequately, Maoy gized and well-
fenin aathesd have been ardeeed, pastly fom censideratiao of space, and partly becouse of
the soope of the work., For dnscance, T aboukl hawe Bked to foduds seme of the Sharakans
(rows of gems) of Merses Shnechall : bus the depesiibility of repraducisg their characterssbe
forms in auather langmage, 2nd dedeg tihem asy justics made me deside not e rasdlate any
of thems, 1 kave anly given = few typica lepeeds znd acers, endeavauring, a5 G av poasibis,
ta panvey the local caltanmg by adhenng derely to the form, chythm, and foagery of e
aciginals 18 my tanalatoes, 1 kawve aa largely based the decarative scheme of the illus-
IratEE pon Ancieet Arrenian 8-t s e et i medizve] sl and dlaminations,

Should this anthology create an doterest in A=tenian lieersaee the Armenian Muses
have stil] many treasures in rher hesping which eanpar be deateesed 3 and ancthes valams
ceneld be compibad,

In canclasion, [ wish e exacess my sncerest granioede o Bis Allce Sicos Blackmed],
of Boston, ULSA —ore of Armenia's must fefends—tor allowiog me m reprint aevezal of
her reederings of Armenian posme | eo G C Mocaalay, Mok, and: the Delegaces of the
Ondferd Uinsvesaiey Precs, far permistion o tepeiict the ' Tale of Rosiphelee ™ from their
einban of Gower's Danfeistn Arbeank e B, Willlam Watton aod Mr. John Lane for per-
msissgan bo reprint the ganagt oo Areendy, A Teisl of Orhedesy,' Bam The Parpie Egsr ¢
ani to the beies of Vier: Agaoosr Peanpil] for perictiag e %o ceprist t9o of her poems,
" Pasqua Armena ™ and * Io Widi"! from the Bose Ancelsgle, 1 whh alss w0 tkask
Me. M. £ Galoustiaetz far desigring the cover of (hiz boak.

The procesds of the present edinon will be kanded awer o2 the Asmeaian Pund,

TABELLE 0. BOVAJIAN,






INTRODUCTION

SrvEsED for jrany eeatuelés Bsm Western Europe by the Seed af Turkish barkarsm which
desvended upan ther coactry in e Bliddle Ages, and subiscred for the Teat ron generanivng
o appresssons and croete such as few Svilsed pebple Bave ever had 1o urderge, the
Armemians have been lem kacwn to Eaplishives aad Frenckamen shen their remaskaiale
quialities aed rtheir mmastis Beeory deserve.  Few acaong us baove aoquired theic language,
cne of the mest ancens forms of Teuman speech that possess a lreradue, Sl fewer have
studied their art ar resd thelt poetey even o translations, Theee s, theoetno, an ansple Eeld
dor o book whick shall present ta those Eeglishmen and Frencheaen, whese incerest in Arcaenia
b been awakened by the sufirgs w which i love of foeedant a6 Jiz loyahy o its Chistan
Ezith bave exposed ©, smee acoount of Acmenion act 2 Aoeenian pectical IEerature. Miss
Boyaiian, the autheeese of this beel, is the dmghter 82 an Aemecsa elegdtas, wheen 1 koew
and resperted duaring the mzay vears when e was Beitsh Viee=Corsul at Digheldr ea the
Tipris, Shke i@ herpelf a patarer, a member of that groap of A-rdalar amie same of wheen
have, ke Alvazovsky and Edgar Chahige, won faee i tae weeld at large, aod she is well
cualified e describe with enestadpe av well 13 with sycapaky the e of kee awn peaple,
Thiat art bas been, siaee the nation e heaged Chps ity in {2 fourth cenpury of our em,
cledly ecclesiastcnl- The finest ewarpl i of aveset A7 i avchitbetin s abe b be soen an
the rums of Ami, on the barler whers Busgian acd Tugkic tasritery meep, 3-city which was
camce the sear of ane of the pative dymasties, while the Zaitous eburch of the monavtery of
Etchimiadain, ot Vagarshabad, nesr B=ivan, ir, theogh mace macasn, 2 perfect and beaeiful
cumsting representative of the old tvoe,  Ercbardadzlo, ateadiog an the gank faor of Moumt
Azazat, 18 the =gt of the Eatholikos, or ecel=dastical hmd of the whelz Armenizn church.
There wus Eiibe or moeceleaiasticnl seclprars, fer the Areoenan church discoueged e uss
of imsgges, and fresen patfidog was aa0 mech ed for the deconanon of clurches ; cnmak,
however, and other booly of devetics apd pimesecize of che Bible wee ilhundnated witk
hand paintings, and sdeened with misiatunes; and mouck skl md @ate were shown in
embrodemes. Bleal work, mpecially nelver and it copper, has always been a faoisite
velicle for artiste design dn the Mear Exst dnid o5 20 a0, theugh ks sverything eise ir has
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suffered froen che destruction, in =eprared mamacres, of macy af the mes kdghly dhiliad
artlBoers,

(Ine of fhe mast interesting feanmes in the kiory of Armendan arr s that it displays in it
sipgeseive stapes the variois nfiecce: r whizh e souatry hae been gubject.  Ever aisoe it
becmne Christan it was a tervitary fougae for by diverse ettpires of divers creeds. As In
prikniive tlnes de by berseen Aemyvria ot ke e side and the Hicite power on ihe cther, 30
after the appearacce of Islam it becaoe the feeater so which the Bast Raman Chostian
Empire conterded with the Blutlim Asaby asd Tackisk mesarchies Persian influences an
the Bast, hedh before 2nd after Perds bad become Mohatrtsedan, bece met wath the Boman
enfluenees spreading out frovo Conermriziple,  The Laner gave the archivecrural soyle, as we
gew (b ag thoee ecelminsteal buldimps b wideh § have tefecred, a stvde developed hete with
achedpnble Featuses of it -own and one =hich bas beld jis graimd ce the peegent day, The
dnflisensr of Petaa oo the other haod was men in the designs izsed (noorboeddees, in corpess,
amdd g0 metal woek, The gew schael of l:uim::r: Eag stuck gt pew lices for imelf, but while
profiting he whareves fe hag Learat frae Busope, it retiaing g messte of distisctise nations
qrality.

Thar quaatine Je aleo wdeible do Aseraiae poecry of whick ok velume pives wane dmeresting
specimens, The poerry of 2 people which kas strappled agamst so many tewible misfortunes:
has aarmlly & melaceholy seeedn,. Bur it & aleo full of ab unesdeguishable pariodizn,

Thooss whe bave learnt Froor this Bock whot the Aonendan face hiis shawn itsell capable of
doing i the felde af ar v Jisersoace; aod who have Teasnn Jrom hdstary bow traz it has beeg
ta e Christas faith, and bowe weacicas of (2 aadamd I, will bope that the dome has naw
arlast pomnewhes o will be delisered frean t9e load of brutal tyranony that has 5o kg cramped
112 Enerpies, dod dllymed w ke ivs place aoaeg the feo and progresive peaple of the world,
Ir &5 the cnly coe af the native races of Western Asia that i capable of sesnring prodiscie
ey and mesuired peraperity o these oow deaclared tegicoe that e the scliesr bomes of
civilisagion.

BRYCE.

4 Brosirgnsy Jare
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