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PREFACE.

————

Every effort has been made to render this edition as complete
as the nature of the subject admitted. I am not aware that any
attainable sources of information have been neglected. It is,
however, only right to say that, although numerous references
have been made to the writings of others, the bulk of the work
is, after all, essentially clinical, the fruit of observation rather
than of reading.

Even since the appearance of the last edition I have again
been told, what I have been told before, that the description
I had given of the effects produced by the disease was over-
drawn. My answer is very simple. I have taken my accounts
from the statements made by patients, not from the opinions
of compilers. I have spoken of symptoms and results as I
found them, and as any one may find them who chooses to
seek for them, Whether a description from Nature agrees or
not with the doctrines taught in schools, and laid down in
text-books, is a matter which does not concern me, and upon
which I accordingly forbear to enter.

It has been said that Spermatorrhcea is a mere symptom,
a result of morbid imagination which ought not to be ranked
as a disease. With all deference I submit that the arguments
in favour of spermatorrhosa being a disease are unanswerable.
Even were it merely a symptom I should consider that it merits
all the attention my readers can give it. One of the best
practitioners of modem days, Sir Benjamin Brodie, tells us
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that the discrepancies between the systems of pathologists
and the experience of surgeons would be avoided *if writers
would sometimes condescend to treat of symptoms rather than
diseases ;" and he is only one of many who, in the evening of
life, warmed by the errors and misery they have seen result
from a blind adherence to systems and fashions, have arrived
at the conviction that symptoms, which are eternal in their
nature and as indestructible as the qualities of matter, belong
to those little things which, after all, chiefly make up the great
business of life, and which are of far more moment than any
theory or system—things of sand, heaped up by one flood
only to be scattered by another.

Virtually, the battle of Spermatorrhcea has been fought and
won. When we see its importance openly recognized by such
men as Curling, Erichsen, and Humphry, we may feel sure
that it can never again be blotted out from the curriculum of
surgical teaching.

Sron Housk,
Kinc's Roab, 5.W,
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