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PREFACE.

—_——

Tuk name of Liebig is doubtless familiar to most of
us, but I fear that very few have any clear idea what
he did, why chemists admire and esteem him, or,
indeed, are aware that they do admire and esteem
him. As the result of many inquiries, made among
cultivated people, I have found the prevailing im-
pression concerning Liebig to be that he was a man
who gained a large fortune by making “extract of
meat.” Now and then one meets someone who “seemns
to have heard” of his namne in conneetion with agri-
culture. Secarcely anyone, now, seems to know that
he was one of the greatest of that class in whose work
Mr. Balfour finds “the eauses which, more than any
others, conduce to the movements of great eivilised
gocieties.” I have therefore made it my objeet, in
writing this little book, not se much to dwell upon
Liebig’s private life as to tell what he was, what
he did, and why all chemists and all those who are
versed in the history of science admire and esteom:
him so greatly.

Fortunately for my purpose, most of Liebig’s work
is not only of great general intereat, but it lends itself
admirably to a non-technical method of treatment,
Consequently, 1 have only found it necessary to
employ the language of chemistry in parts of two
chapters. As I have been careful to explein tecoiesh
terms when I have used them, and as 1 ave not very
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often employed them, I do not think they will be a
real source of diffieulty or repel anyone.

If any chemist should read this life of Liebig, he
may not improbably feel disposed to complain that
it does something less than justice to Liebig's labours
in pure chemistry. [ admit that this is very true.
But it is right that it should be so, for, vast as
were Liebig's services to pure chemnistry, they lack in
some degree the splendour of his contributions to
some other departments of equal intrinsie importance
and of far wider general interest.

In concluding these few introductory words, I
desire to express my thanks to several very kind
helpers: to Liebig's son, Dr. Georg Baron Liebig, who
has ussisted me wost graciously in several ways; to
my friend and colleague, H. Clissold, who has most
carefully read the proofs for me; and to my wife,
who has very materially lightened my task by helping
me to go through the greater part of the numerous
bulky volumes which contain Liebig’s published
correspondence,

W. A 5
OLiften, May, 1805,
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JUSTUS VON LIEBIG:
HIS LIFE AND WORK.
CHAPTER L

Introduction — Early Lifo and Tastes—His Wander-Yenr—Appoint-
ment ot Gicssen—Maothed of Orgunic Anelysis—Some other
Contributions to Chemical Mathod,

It is remarkable that in spite of the epoch-making
character of Liebig's contributions to chemistry, te
agriculture, to physiology, and to the advancement
of education, and in apite of the fact that his name
is still & housechold word over a largs part of two
continents, no eomprehensive or popular account of
his life and work has yet becn written, though it is
more than twenty years since death robbed us of one
of the greatest men of this or perhaps of any other
eenbury.

Of Faraday—who lived and worked like Licbig,
one might almost say with Lietiz, when, to men of
scienee, the times were young—we have already two
lives, those of Dr, Benee Jones and of Dr, Gladstone
Of Pastenr, Licbig's great opponent on the question
of the cause of fermentation, whose personality
stands out to-day only less distinetly than did thas
of Lichig fifty years ago, we have a delightful, if
rather one-sided, account written by his son-in-law,
M. Valery Radot. But of Liebig, perhaps the greatest
and the most many-sided of all, we have as yot
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