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CHAP. I

From whence arofe the Error, which oecafioned
a new Adventure to the unfortunate Peter.

HE numerous readers, (though I
‘dare even hope they will be innu-
merable) the numerous readers therefore
of the firft part of my hiftory, will pleafe
to recollect the terrible event which I re-
Iated at the end of the fifteenth chapter,.
and which happened on the z3th of Au.
gult, 1476, at three o'clock in the morn-
ing. Quitting the cold remains of my
VOL. 11. B friend
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friend Brick, and ‘taking with me the im-
portant packet which he bequeathed me, 1
was going to Louis de Reyerberg, but was
feized and forced into a carriage. With-
out doubt this new adventure will caufe a
great deal of inguietnde among the lively
apd generous, that are any way interefted
in my happinefs. “They muft per force
have trembled, nay, loft much of their
tranquility; on being apprized of the alarm
and violence I {uftained ; for he muft be a
very dull aduthot indeed who cannot, in
fome -meafure, intereft his reader in re-
‘counting the vanous incidents of his pro-
per biftory. Affured of this, I continue
mmy recital with courage, and without in-
troducing my work with an humble pre-
face, excufing the imperfections of the firft -
volume, or bumbly afking pardon ; for I
defpile low grovelling manners, nor have I
ever

—
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ever refolution to perufe a book that faul-
teringly implores the indulgent compaffion
of the reader. It is alone {uitable to the
pen of a bad author, who produces matter
unworthy natice, and yet by a milplaced
madefly affeéts an excufe; T, on the con-
trary, boldly recommend the hiftory of
Peter Claus as an infiruftive and amufing
work. Both my hopes and my withes in-
cline me to believe; that the public will be
prefing to learn the reft of my adventures;
willing, therefore, to fatisfy their curiofiry, I
haften to inform them of the future events
af my life.

. But for the better underftanding the ori-

gin of my laft adventure, it may be necel~
fary ta take the hiftory a little back, and
inform the reader, that intending to pafs
the night with Mr. Brick, I had the pre-.

B2 caution
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caution to go into a tavern, and take s
light {upper, with a bottle of wine, te ea-
able me to bear the fatigpue which priva-
tion of relt might occafion. When I en-
tered, there was no one in the room. Soon
after a man of my own age (thatis to fay
thirty-fix or thirty-feven) entered rhe apart-
ment. As T am of a focial difpofition, I
was not backward in beginning a converfa-
tion with him: his exterior denoted the
man of fathion ; his coat was of yellow filk,
with embroidered filver butions ; a waift-
coat of filver tiffue, and a Imgebeavet hat;
the buckles of his fhoes were fquare, and
not unfit for harnels, at leaft if we may
judge from their fize. In a word, he was
+ 3 man to whom the whole world would .
iave taken off their hats, if we except thofe
" potit maitres who never wear them but un-

der their arm. The finenefs of the weather,
= - the



