RELIGIO DOCTORIS:
MEDITATIONS UPON LIFE
AND THOUGHT; PP. 1-180



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649522057

Religio Doctoris: Meditations Upon Life and Thought; pp. 1-180 by Frederic William Sanders &
G. Stanley Hall

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FREDERIC WILLIAM SANDERS & G. STANLEY HALL

RELIGIO DOCTORIS:
MEDITATIONS UPON LIFE
AND THOUGHT; PP. 1-180

ﬁTrieste






S oniErs, P OTARL f e -

RELIGIO DOCTORIS

MEDITATIONS UPON LIFE AND THOUGHT
BY A RETIRED COLLEGE PRESIDENT

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
G.BTANLEY HALL, Pa.D., LL.D.
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INTRODUCTION

The author of these essays, many years ago my
student and friend, & man of culture, personal charm,
and with special training in philosophy, lived for some
time in the expectation of speedy death. In this con-
dition he sought to fortify his own soul by formulating
his personal convictions, in non-technical terms, con-
cerning the supreme problems of human life. This he
was able to do with a candor unalloyed by all prudential
considerations 2s to how utter frankness, so often
dangerous to men in his vocation, would affect his future
career. Since his partial convalescence he has decid-
ed,— upon the advice and wish of his friends,—wisely
and well, 8s I, and I believe all his readers will think,
to make public these meditations, in the modest hope
that they will interest and benefit others who are in-
clined to face seriously the problems of life, mind, and
destiny.

In the first essay the argument succinctly stated is
that right thinking is necessary to right living, and
that, as the ethical idea is the only working hypoth-
esia for the right conduct of life, this latter must be
based upon a consideration of all the facts that enter
into it. The next world must not dominate this, and
there must be no *double housekeeping.” Perhaps the
writarmddnntnppmthashgan,“ﬂnaworldntn
time, gentlemen, and this one now;" but no real good
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here must be sacrificed or even imperiled by the hy-
pothesis of immortality, nor mmust specialization or
absorption in business dwarf the sum-total of human
nature born in each of us. Making the very most and
best of this life and this world, magnifying the here
and the now, doing the present duty, is the best way to
attain the chief end of man, here or hereafter,

In the second essay he urges that, as this is a uni-
verse, in which every stom is a part of a stupendous
whole, it takes everything to explain anything, ampli-
fying the moral of the “flower in the crannied wall."
The least event not only has innumerable determinants,
but affects the whole, which alone can be the complete
cause of the tiniest part or event, The ethical implica-
tion is obvious. Not only the life of each individual
but his every serious deed affects in some degree the
world itself. Probably the author would not say with
Rowland Hazard that the ego is a creative first cause,
but rather that it is itself & plexus of links in an endless
chain, as much caused as causing. His view, at any
rate, is not inaccordant with Spinoza's idea sub specie

In the next essay we are taught that moral evil is
the result of human incapacity. This makes man sel-
fish and un- and enti-sociel. Real knowledge ripened
into wisdom is the only cure of both physical and moral
ills, and & sound education is the greatest of all healers,
In this chapter the author anticipates some of the hest
precepts and practices of Du Bois and Marcinowski,
the first of whom uses careful, coherent thinking as a
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cure for subtle brain, and even nerve, troubles, and the
latter of whom prescribes philosophies somewhat as

Lastly, as to the relations between happiness and
virtue, we are taught that the joys of sense can con-
tribute very little to happiness. Egoism is good, but
only so far as it is intelligent. The power to enjoy
grows directly as does capacity for sympathy. Even
non-moral pleasures may be made means to moral
enjoyment. To he true to our own selves brings a joy
that abides, for the welfare of society is only the sum
of that of the individuals composing it. The value of
a sound education is that it meakes for virtue, and this
is the author’s melioristic creed. The greatest happi-
ness for us is not beyond the reach of our power to
attain it. Love is the highest, and it teaches us the
transcendent beauty of the universe.

These few catch-phrases may inadequately indicate
the general trend, though they by no means do justice
to the attractive personal qualities, the happy illustra-
tions, or the utter abandon of the ingenuousness of the
author. There is no flavor of the study, the library, or
the echool-room in thess pages, but a certain distinet
charm of style, almost as if in despite of the abandon,
of the unabated sericusness, that pervades these pages.
It is this that contributes to their optimism, which is
the prevalent tone throughout. Their perusal will
leave the reader, as it has left me, sobered, and wond-
ering whether, if I were thus impelled to sum up my
own fundamental convictions, I could possibly, despite
my more years of life and teaching, bring forth con-



