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PREFACE.

Tan Emperor of tha French hay pald, that “ Francs is the only natien that
goes 1o war for an ides.”" With more truth may it be said, that * the United
States I8 the only natlon that goes to destruction for an idea.”” This appenrs,
however, to be the settled policy of a party at the North. The United States, at
ﬂm age of seventy years, huve ezh'hhdadegreaofaumln worklag out the

(s - of selfg t, that has baffled the sagaeity, while it has ex-
clted the admiration, ol'tlw most far-seelng statesmen of the Old World. This
great success maniferts itself in the international pesce that the country enjoys,
its rapid inereass in numbers, the general wealth of the peeple, and the vast
aggregate which that wealth presents.

At the close of the War of Independence, the country was composed of cx-
hanatad Colonise, having a popnlation of §,172 464 whitea. The government was
heavily in dobt end withont credit, the channels of trade flooded with irredeem-
able med deprecintsd paper that imd deiven away epecle, national bankrupicy
and individual inselvency were the rule. The people were destitute of eapitsl
and mannfactures ; the employment of the shippibg appareatly destroyed, and
the future presenting buf little hopo. Thers were T01,365 black slaves, who
were without employment that would earn thefr oFR support, and thelr fate
and that of their masters gave smple canse of a5 well to stat
as to owners. To abandon the blacks to their {ate, under the plea of philan-
thropy, sugmested Itself to many. The employment of Northern ghips was
mostly the slave-trade, while the Bouth, baving daily less employment for the
blacke, was determined to stop their arrfral,—a messure which the North e
garded as depriving it of its legitimate loslness. Thos growlng jealousy wus
added to other evile, The lapee of seventy years kas chonged all that, The
North has come to rival the mother country in manufectures—her shipping 12
the firat in the world—capital of every description hes become Tedundant—the
Federal debt 15 nomionl, snd local wealth seperior In Massnchusctts to that of
any community of ke pumbers in the world. The condition of the Bouth bas
changed to one of the most brilliant promise. ¥rom a desponding position, in
the possession of 800,000 idle blacks, she has 4,000,000, whose labor in inade-
quate to the production of that staple which the clvilized world demands from
her fertile soil. The blacks themselves have baen gradually clevated in material
comforte and religious sentiment—not only far above those of any other country,
but grestly and progreseively sbove their own former condMion. And this la
comprehended in the waterial fact, that their valne, which wes $200 by assess-
ment in 1790, is £550 in 1668, From & market value of $258, they have risen |
to $1500 snd $2000. This simple fact alone wonald show not only the great
value that their labor 48 to the Christian world, but that their owners have
thug, as It were, come under bonds in the sum of $1200 and $1800 each hand, to
give them the best moral and material care. That rise in the valua of the blacks
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is aleo the index to the rise in the nggregate property of the Unfon, which hag
beconie as follows, showing the official assessed valuation :

1850, iBsg,
Korth.ooooeean 005,833,338, ... ... 8 320,080,018

Woest .. . Leoaapidatg. 2,111,333,345
Sonth... . Byad,7ER, 366, 4,620 617,564
Total.. - oB7,000, 302,006, #10,158,03r,127

The valoation for 1850 i that of the census, and that of 1868 8 from each
Btate cepsne. In 1800, the whole valustion for the lcrr!ol‘l Federal tax waa
618 milllone. There has then been an incrense of property valuation of 6,447
milliong up to 1850, and of 8,072 millions from 1850 to 1868, How strong &
cohtrast does this present to the condition of afairs in 17901 This immenhe
property hus been developed under the harmonions working of the Federal Con-
stitution; and the country has hecome the asylum and admivation of the Ol
Worid, from the political contests of whick it has remained aloof,

We bave endeavored, In the following pages, to traco the gradual
of thiz great weslth, to ghow its gources, the couvse of the resulting trade, ind
the great profits derived from sectional intercourss, harmony, and dependence.
The mutial benefit will be found to be Inrge; aod thet, on the other band, the
disasters of disunlon would be only the more terrible for the grestness of former
success, In the midst of this prosperity, & wanton attack, by political and cleri-
sl agitators, 38 made upon sister States, A new idea of momlity is conjured up as
i means of etirring up domestle strife, and wantonly destroying the source of all
thin material good, Historiana record with surprice tha amazing folly of George
the Third and Lis ministers, whe drove the colonics into rebellion for a system |
‘Bot they wanted revenne, What will the future historian say of the North,
which destroyod its source of profit for o more trivisl pretence ! The monkey
that persisted In sawing off the limb between Limself and the treo, secms (o ba
the model of modern sagacity. 'We are told that there is no intention of destroy-
ing the inatitutions of the States—that the deslgn s only to exclude the institn-
tion from terdtory where it would have been long since had nature permitted.
‘There {8 hers, then, otical—n mera pret of agitating the popalar
mind and engendering ummmss, for themm sako of thoeg aoimositics. The
national prosperity, the domcstic peace, the safery of life and property, the very
existence of the nation, ere jeopardised for an ldea, admitted by the agitators to,
be frultless. The agitation bas at the North no one practical application what-
evar ; whila et the Bouth, it haa in the background servile Insurrection, blood-
shed, and snnibifetion of person and property, inveiving ultimataly the rain of
the North.

This Hepublican hobby, so violently ridden, has at beat bot a feehle constitn-
tibn. The bdea of non-intervention where slavery extats, and of intervention
where it cannot exigt, ia certainly but a thing of steaw ; yet this is the very head
of the pretence, while the popular contempt for slavery 18 stiraunlated by such
assertions ue the followlng <

* The sanual hay crop of the Free Btates is worth constderably mare, in dollamy
and cents, than all the cotion, lulnu:n, rice, hay, hemp, and cane-sugar annuaily
produced in the fifteen Blave Bia

‘When we find that the South kesps 8,000,000 head of catile more than the
North, without this vast sxpense for baymaking, the absurdity of this proposition
in & partisan tale b &, and we "1 the hobhy of the nursery,

i His head was made of]um-utnw,
Hia tail was m&th of bay."
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" Europe looks on in eurprise, to sse this ' model Republlc,” thia successful * ex-
ponent of seli-government,'* this ** eyesors to ariztocrats,” this “ asylum of the
opprossed,”” this ' paradise of indastry, and demonstration of buman equality,'
voluntarily easting behind it all claim for human supremscy, oll prospect of ad-

, snnd segking self-d fon, for the sake of wallowing In the keanel
with an inferior race. The philosopher démands if the p who 114
this monatrous cutmge upon human dignity are really entitled to thoss godlike
litten that are generall ribed to the intellect of man. Is man, after all, no
better than a brote, that he should libel his Crestor for making distinctions be-
tween bis creatures, and pretend to correct the errom of the Deity by voluntarily
resigning his mok in the scals of creation? The statesman asks, If really the
Y most Intelligent” peeple of the world are so besotted as to take seriously the
political clap-traps of Europe, to: pretend that they are no betier than negroes,
and destroy themselves for & senthment? That Envope, throngh her large intereat
o Amerioan Btates, ling been alarooed lest this should really be so, is manifest
in the London “*Timea," which, from a virnlent azzailant, has Intely beeome the
efficient defender of Amerfean lnséitutions, which were capital staplies for abuse
while thete wis Do danger of losing them, but they really cannot afford tp have
the thing talten serfoualy.

‘The Bouth vicws the matter ln the eplrit of Patrick Henry. * The object is
now, Indeed, small, but the shadow is large enough to darken all this fair land "
They ¢an have ne faith in men who profuss what they think « great moml prin-
ciple, and deny that they Intend to set upon It. It was the principle of taxation
without representation that the colonies resisted, and it is the principle of the
4 frrepressible condlict,”” based avowedly on s * higher law,™ that the Bouth resists.
Bhe is now in the position of the Colonles elghiy-four years ago, and ia adopting
the same that they adopted, viz, in: 2. Thege are now
derided ws they,wera then, and this oven while tho effects of the proliminary
movements are falling heavily upon the Northern workmen. A prompi retreat
from thix dangerous agitation within the shadow of the Constitution, i3 the only
means of realizing the tich fauture, which will ba tha reward only of harmony,
good fuith, snd loyalty to the Constitation,

T.PE
Mew Yorx, March 6, 1880. -
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